
 

Roan Plateau Supplemental EIS FACT SHEET: Oil and Gas 
 
Each alternative provides a specific approach to oil and gas leasing on top of the 
Plateau and below the Rim (see table on the back for specific acreages): 
 

• Alterative 1, No Action, would not allow oil and gas leasing on top of the Plateau nor in 
some areas below the Rim on the eastern side of the planning area. 

 
• Alternative 2, 2006 Proposed Plan, would make all the lands in the planning area open to 

oil and gas leasing following the 2006 Proposed Plan, which included a phased 
development approach on the Plateau. 

 
• Alternative 3, Community Alternative, would not allow surface disturbance above the 

Rim, but would allow the oil and gas under the Rim to be access from private land or 
BLM below the Rim.  

 
• Alternative 4, Settlement Alternative, would allow leasing below the Rim, with existing 

lease areas retained. The majority of the top of Plateau would be closed to leasing, with 
two lease areas being retained in the southwest corner of the Plateau.  

 
The two lease areas atop the plateau in the Settlement Alternative would be subject 
to the same stipulations found in the 2006 Proposed Plan, along with an additional 
stipulation from the legal settlement found in Exhibit 2 of Appendix K that 
requires: 
 

• No more than seven well pads may be located on the leases.  
• Pads need to be less than 10 acres during drilling and less than 3 acres during production. 
• No more than four pads at any one time can be larger than three acres.  
• Operators will access these leases from the private lands to the west, rather than traveling 

through the public lands atop the plateau.  
• Prior to exploration and lease development, the leaseholders must submit a proposed 

Master Development Plan that detail well pad locations, roads, pipelines and other 
proposed infrastructure.  

• These leases would not be required to join a Federal unit as was required under the 2006 
Proposed Plan.   

 
 
 
 



 
 
Oil and Gas Decision Acreage by Alternative 
 I II III IV 
BLM Surface with 
Federal Minerals Closed 
to Leasing 

41,800 acres 0 acres 0 acres 34,780 acres 

Private Surface with 
Federal Minerals Closed 
to Leasing 

2,380 acres 0 acres 0 acres 1,540 acres 

BLM Surface with 
Federal Minerals Open to 
Leasing 

24,980 acres 66,780 acres 66,780 acres 32,000 acres 

Private Surface with 
Federal Minerals Open to 
Leasing 

4,640 7,020 acres 7,020 acres 5,480 acres 

No Surface Occupancy 
 

14,090 acres 45,790 acres 62,590 acres 21,720 acres 

Controlled Surface Use 
 

21,580 acres 68,900 acres 70,140 acres 36,990 acres 

Timing Limitations 
 

21,440 acres 62,090 acres 62,090 acres 32,150 acres 

 


