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Contact: Mel Lloyd 970-244-3097, Jamie Connell: 970-947-
2802, 
      or Steve Bennett: 970-947-2813 
      For Immediate Release, Apr. 11, 2005 
 
                              Public comment period ends 
                            for Draft Roan Plateau RMP/EIS 
 
GLENWOOD SPRINGS, CO—The public comment period for the 
Draft Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan and 
Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/EIS) ends today.  
Comments must be postmarked with today’s date, or submitted 
online by midnight tonight, for inclusion in the public 
comment record.  The Bureau of Land Management Glenwood 
Springs Field Office (GSFO) released the plan in late 
November 2004.  The previous comment period deadline had 
been March 4. 
 
“To date, nearly 74,000 comments have been received.  The 
vast majority of the comment letters, thus far, are various 
form letters,” GSFO Manager Jamie Connell said.  “We expect 
the comment analysis process to be completed in the next 
several weeks.”  Of those comments received by BLM, 72,000 
are form letters and 1,600 are unique comments. 
 
BLM GSFO staff will work with a consultant in reviewing 
comments received; categorizing them by topic, format and 
origin; and then developing a Comment Analysis Report. 
 
The towns of Rifle and Parachute, Garfield and Rio Blanco 
counties, and the State of Colorado, cooperators in this 
plan, will have the opportunity to review the Comment 
Analysis Report and work with BLM staff in a collaborative 
effort to resolve any issues.  This information will be 
used in developing the proposed Final Roan Plateau RMP/EIS.  
Timing for release of the proposed final documents is 
contingent upon the total number of comments received, and 
the time it will take to address those comments.  A late 
fall 2005 release date for the proposed Final Roan Plateau 
RMP/EIS is anticipated at this time. 
 
Public comments should provide specific information about 
the plan to help inform the BLM’s decision-making process.  
Comments should either be dropped off or mailed today to 
the Glenwood Springs Field Office, 50629 Hwy 
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6 & 24, Glenwood Springs, CO 81602, or submitted online by 

midnight tonight at www.roanplateau.ene.com. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,  

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

EXTENSION OF THE PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE 
DRAFT RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT (RMPA) AND 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) FOR THE ROAN 
PLATEAU PLANNING AREA, including the former Naval Oil Shale Reserves 
(NOSRs) 1 & 3; Glenwood Springs and White River Field Offices in Garfield and 
Rio Blanco Counties, Colorado.   
 
PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENTS: The public review and comment period for 
the Draft RMPA/Draft EIS for the Roan Plateau planning area, which includes the former 
Naval Oil Shale Reserves 1 and 3, has been extended from March 4, 2005 until April 11, 
2005.  All comments must be postmarked or received by the BLM Glenwood Springs 
Field Office, 50629 Highways 6 and 24, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601, not later than 
April 11, 2005.  BLM will accept only written comments on the Draft RMPA/EIS.   
 
DOCUMENT REVIEW AND AVAILABILITY: The Draft RMPA/Draft EIS may be 
reviewed (1) at the BLM Glenwood Springs Field Office, 50629 Highways 6 and 24, 
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601; (2) at the BLM White River Field Office, 73544 Highway 
64, Meeker, CO 81641; or (3) by visiting one of the Garfield County, Colorado, public 
libraries.  BLM offices are open from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. except weekends and 
holidays.  A copy of the document may be obtained in electronic, CD, or hard copy form 
by one of the following: (1) downloading from the project website 
(www.roanplateau.ene.com); (2) requesting a copy via the project website; (3) writing to 
ROAN RMPA REQUEST, BLM, Glenwood Springs Field Office at the address above; 
or (4) calling the BLM at 970-947-2800.   
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The Roan Plateau planning area contains about 
73,602 acres of federal lands managed by the BLM, including both surface and 
subsurface (mineral) estates.  The planning area totals about 127,000 acres.  Although the 
planning area boundary includes private lands, BLM’s decisions will apply only to the 
land managed by BLM.   
 
The five alternatives analyzed in the Draft RMPA/Draft EIS present differing 
management approaches for the physical, biological, visual, recreational, cultural, and 
other resources within the planning area.  These include differing degrees and 
combinations of special resource management designations, travel restrictions, mitigation 
or other protective measures, and leasing for oil and gas development.  As required by 
BLM’s planning regulations, BLM has selected a “preferred alternative” (Alternative 3).  
However, the alternative ultimately adopted by BLM may comprise components 
contained in any of the alternatives presented in the Draft RMPA/Draft EIS and/or other 
components within the range of actions analyzed.  The public is therefore encouraged to 
comment on the components of any or all of the alternatives.  Comments should focus on 
specific management actions being considered and the adequacy of analysis.  Additional 
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information on how to comment and public participation in the planning process is 
presented on the website and on the inside front cover of the document.  BLM will 
publish responses to the comments as part of the Proposed RMPA/Final EIS.   
 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For further information or to have your 
name added to the mailing list, visit the project website cited above.  For other questions, 
contact: Greg Goodenow – Planning and Environmental Coordinator, Steve Bennett – 
Associate Field Manager, or Jamie Connell – Field Manager at the Glenwood Springs 
Field Office (970-947-2800) or by e-mail (colorado_roanplateau@co.blm.gov). 
 
BLM WELCOMES AND APPRECIATES PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 
 
DATE: February 14, 2005 




