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November 12, 2004
Dear Interested Party:

Enclosed for your review and comment is the Draft Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment/Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (Draft RMP Amendment/DEIS). This Draft considers management for all Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) administered lands and resources in the planning area, including former Naval Oil Shale Reserves 1 and 3.

The planning area is administered by the BLM’s Glenwood Springs and White River Field Offices in Garfield and Rio Blanco
Counties, Colorado. Two existing RMPs will be amended within the planning area when the Record of Decision for the Roan
Plateau Amendment is approved. The first is the RMP for the Glenwood Springs Resource Area approved January 1984; revised
in 1988; and amended in November 1991, November 1996, August 1997, March 1999, November 1999, September 2002. The
second, the White River Resource Area RMP, was approved in July 1997.

This Draft RMP Amendment/DEIS was prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act, the Federal Land Policy
and Management Act, and other laws and regulations. It addresses the effects of various management strategies. Five alternative
approaches for the management of public lands and resources of the Roan Plateau Planning Area are analyzed, and the effects
discussed. This is not a decision document; it is informational and analytical, designed to inform the public of the effects of the
various alternatives.

If you wish to comment on this document, please make your comments as specific as possible. Comments will be more helpful if
they include suggested changes, methodologies, and sources of information, and focus on components of the various alternatives.
The final plan may be a combination of various components of the alternatives analyzed in this Draft. Comments that contain
only opinions or preferences will not receive a formal response in the Proposed Amendment/Final EIS; they will, however, be
considered as part of the BLM decision-making process. BLM will respond to all comments in the next planning document, the
Proposed RMP Amendment/Final EIS. In order to participate later in the protest process, the protesting party must have raised
the issue earlier during the planning process. The BLM will accept written comments on this Draft RMP Amendment/ EIS which
are postmarked or received within 90 days following the notice of its availability in the Federal Register by the Environmental
Protection Agency.

Submit written comments to: Roan Plateau Comments - Attention Greg Goodenow, Glenwood Springs Field Office, Bureau of
Land Management, P.O. Box 1009, Glenwood Springs, Colorado 81602. Comments may also be submitted electronically at
www.roanplateau.ene.com; click on the comment tab and follow the directions. Submissions from organizations or businesses
will be made available to the public in their entirety. Individuals, however, may request confidentiality with respect to their
name, address, and phone number. If you wish to have your name, address, and phone number withheld from public review, or
from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act, the first line of your comments must start with the words
“CONFIDENTIALITY REQUESTED” in uppercase letters in order for BLM to comply with your request. Such requests will be
honored to the extent allowed by law. Comment contents will not be kept confidential. Anonymous comments will not be
considered. Comments, including names and addresses of respondents, will be available for public review at the BLM Glenwood
Springs Field Office, 50629 Highways 6 & 24, Glenwood Springs, Colorado, during normal working hours (7:45 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., except weekends and holidays).

Public meetings and any other public involvement activities will be announced at least 15 days in advance through public notices
in local newspapers (Glenwood Springs and Rifle, Colorado), through local media news releases, on the project website at
www.roanplateau.ene.com, and/or through mailings.

Associated documents such as maps and supporting background information can be reviewed at several locations: the project
web site at www.roanplateau.ene.com, the BLM Glenwood Springs Field Office (50629 Highways 6 & 24, Glenwood Springs,
Colorado) or White River Field Office (73544 Highway 64, Meeker, Colorado 81641) during normal working hours (7:45 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., except weekends and holidays), and the Garfield County (Colorado) Public Libraries.

I appreciate your participation and interest in this planning effort, and look forward to your continued involvement. For more
information, or clarification regarding this document please contact Greg Goodenow, Planning and Environmental Coordinator at
the address shown above.

Sincerely,

. e

J&mie E. Connell
Field Manager
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Abstract: The Draft Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment and Environmental Impact Statement
analyzes five alternatives for managing approximately 73,602 acres of federal land within the Planning Area in
western Colorado in Garfield and Rio Blanco Counties. Alternative I is the continuation of present management or
No Action alternative. Alternatives II through V present differing balances of land use allocations. Alternative III is
the agency-preferred alternative. The plan amendment which is ultimately adopted may combine components from
the various alternatives presented in this Draft.

Major issues addressed include management of natural gas resources, wilderness characteristics, livestock grazing,
hunting, wildlife habitat, ecological values, visual resources/scenic quality, recreation, transportation planning, Wild
and Scenic Rivers eligibility, and designation of special management areas.

Date Comments Must Be Received: The BLM will accept written comments on this Draft RMP Amendment/
EIS which are post marked or received within 90 days following the notice of its availability in the Federal Register
by the Environmental Protection Agency. The close of the comment period will be announced on the Roan Plateau
RMP Amendment website at www.roanplateau.ene.com, or may be obtained by contacting the BLM at the address
or telephone number below. Please see the inside front cover of this document for information on how to comment.
Additional information on how to comment, where to review documents, how to obtain additional information, and
the time and location of public meetings can be found on the website, or by contacting the BLM.
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Greg Goodenow — Planning & Environmental Coordinator
Bureau of land Management

Glenwood Springs Field Office

P.O. Box 1009
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AACL
AAQS
ACEC
ACHP
AIRFA
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APD
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ARPA
ATV
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BCF
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CALPUFF
CBEF
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CDPHE

CDPHE-APCD
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CDOW
CEQ
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CERCLIS
CESQG
CFR
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CGS
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COA
COGCC
COLA
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CRCT
CSU
CWCB
CWD
CWP
DAU
DEIS

Average Annual Daily Traffic

Acceptable Ambient Concentration Levels
Ambient Air Quality Standards

Area of Critical Environmental Concern
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
American Indian Religious Freedom Act
Allotment Management Plan

Analysis of the Management Situation
Acid Neutralizing Capacity

Application for Permit to Drill

Air Quality Related Values

Archeological Resources Protection Act
All Terrain Vehicle

Animal Unit Month

Biological Assessment

Barrel

Birds of Conservation Concern
Billion cubic feet

Bureau of Land Management

Best Management Practices
Biological Opinion

CALifornia PUFF Dispersion Model

Center for Business and Economic Forecasting, Inc.

Colorado Department of Natural Resources

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

CDPHE — Air Pollution Control Division
Colorado Department of Transportation
Colorado Division of Wildlife

Council on Environmental Quality

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act

CERCLA Information System

Conditionally Exempt Small-Quantity Generator

Code of Federal Regulations

Cubic feet per second

Colorado Geological Survey
Colorado Natural Areas Program
Colorado Natural Heritage Program
Carbon Monoxide

Condition of Approval

Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission

Colorado Department of Local Affairs

County Road

Colorado River Cutthroat Trout
Controlled Surface Use

Colorado Water Conservation Board
Chronic Wasting Disease

Commercial Wood Products

Data Analysis Unit

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

vi

DRAFT RMPA/EIS = November 2004
Roan Plateau Planning Area, Colorado



DEM
DOE
DOI
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DRMP
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ECR
EIS
EPA
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FAR
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FMP
FMZ
FOOGLRA
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GIS
gm/h-hr
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GSFO
GSRA
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HMP
hp
IMPROVE
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IWAQM
kg/ha-yr
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LQG
MBF
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MCF
MCL
MEI
mg/L
MLA
MLE
MMS5
MOA
MOU

ACRONYMS

Digital Elevation Model

[U.S.] Department of Energy

[U.S.] Department of the Interior

Colorado Department of Local Affairs
Desired Plant Community

Draft Resource Management Plan

Deciview

Environmental Assessment

Enforcement and Compliance History Online
Ecological Condition Rating

Environmental Impact Statement

[U.S.] Environmental Protection Agency
Extensive Recreation Management Area
Emergency Response Notification System
Endangered Species Act

Functioning At Risk

Federal Land Managers’ AQRV Workgroup
Federal Land Policy and Management Act
Fire Management Plan

Fire Management Zone

Federal Onshore Oil and Gas Leasing Reform Act
Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement
Greenhouse Gases

Geographic Information System

grams per horsepower-hour

Game Management Unit

gallons per ton

Glenwood Springs Field Office

Glenwood Springs Resource Area
Hazardous Air Pollutants

Habitat Management Plan

horsepower

Interagency Monitoring of Protected Visual Environments
Information Bulletin

Industrial Source Complex — Short Term Dispersion Model, Version 3
Interagency Workgroup on Air Quality Modeling
kilograms per hectare-year

Limit of Acceptable Change

Lease Notice

Large Quantity Generators

Million Board Feet

Thousand barrels of oil

Thousand cubic feet

Maximum Contamination Level

Maximally Exposed Individual

milligrams per liter

Mineral Leasing Act

Most Likely Exposure

Mesoscale Meteorological Model, Version 5
Memorandum of Agreement

Memorandum of Understanding
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ACRONYMS

MMCF Million cubic feet

MSL Mean Sea Level

NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NAGPRA Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
NDIS National Diversity Information System
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act

NF Non-Functioning

NGD No Ground Disturbance

NHPA National Historic Preservation Act

NOA Notice of Availability

NO, Nitrogen Dioxide

NOx Oxides of Nitrogen

NOI Notice of Intent

NOSR Naval Oil Shale Reserve

NOT Not Meeting Standards

NPL National Priority List

NPS National Park Service

NRC National Response Center

NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Center
NRHP National Register of Historic Places

NSO No Surface Occupancy

NSR New Source Review

NWPS National Wilderness Preservation System
OHV Off-Highway Vehicles (off-road vehicles)
OoOMP Operational Management Plan

ONA Outstanding Natural Area

ORV Outstandingly Remarkable Values

PA Programmatic Agreement

PCRAMMET PC Version of EPA Rammet Meteorological Preprocessor Program
PICA PSD Increment Consumption Analysis
PFC Proper Functioning Condition

PILT Payment in Lieu of Taxes

PM,; 5 Particulate Matter < 2.5 Microns in Effective Diameter
PM,, Particulate Matter < 10 Microns in Effective Diameter
PNC Potential Natural Community

ppm parts per million

PSD Prevention of Significant Deterioration
R&PPA Recreation and Public Purposes Act
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
RfC EPA Reference Concentration

RFD Reasonable Foreseeable Development
RMP Resource Management Plan

RMPA RMP Amendment

RNA Research Natural Area

ROD Record of Decision

ROS Recreation Opportunity Spectrum

ROW Right-of-Way

SCS Soil Conservation Service

SH State Highway

SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer

SO, Sulfur Dioxide
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ACRONYMS

SQG Small Quantity Generators

SRMA Special Recreation Management Area
SRP Special Recreation Permits

SSR Site-Specific Relocation

SVIM Soil and Vegetation Inventory Method
T&E Threatened and Endangered

TDS Total Dissolved Solids

TL Timing Limitation

TSD Technical Support Document (for Air Quality)
TSP Total Suspended Particulates

TCF Trillion cubic feet

UDEQ Utah Department of Environmental Quality
USDA U. S. Department of Agriculture

USDI U.S. Department of the Interior

USFS U.S. Forest Service

USFWS U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

USGS U.S. Geological Survey

vocC Volatile Organic Compounds

VRM Visual Resource Management

WFU Wildland Fire Use

WMA Watershed Management Area

WRIS Wildlife Resource Information System
WRFO White River Field Office

WRRA White River Resource Area

WSA Wilderness Study Area

WSR Wild and Scenic River

WSRA Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

pg/m’ micrograms per cubic meter
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