
Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Adams, Nancy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0038-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Alderson, George and 
Frances 

Designate 21,000 acres as ACEC with stringent 
prohibition against surface occupancy or disturbance. 
(0039-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Alexander, David 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please don't sell off America. Save the Roan Plateau. 
(0040-1) 

Thank you for your comments. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Alquist, Denise 
Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0041-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Alvarez, Nuria 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0042-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Anderson, Bradley 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0043-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Anderson, Curt 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0044-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Anderson, Seth 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Form Letter #2 (0045-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs and should designate as ACECs all qualifying lands. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific 
management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final 
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed considering 
public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, and further 
consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management 
prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations 
(Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries receive special 
management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and 
specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). 
The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study area criteria as 
well as lands at the base of the plateau with important wildlife habitat. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, key natural resources are protected in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs many of 
which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2). 
designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). In addition, Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to 
each site and activity. The application of these combined measures, will likely result in maintenance of some of the existing 
wilderness characteristics. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan to 
protect the ACECs relevant and important resource values within ACECs. See response above. 
BLM should provide a meaningful analysis of all Roan Plateau lands that qualify as ACECs, and provide for 
effective public comment and consideration. 
In the Roan Plateau Draft RMPA/EIS the BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all ACECs in the context of a range of 
alternatives (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations) by addressing the relevant and important values in each ACEC as 
well as specific management prescriptions designed to protect these values. The BLM determined that the 
restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions for these four proposed ACECs provide an adequate level of 
protection for the relevant and important values present. It is consistent with FLPMA, the BLM planning guidance Handbook 
H-1601-10, the BLM ACEC Handbook H-1613 and the requirement in National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze 
a full range of reasonable alternatives (40 CFR 1502.14). 
The BLM provided for effective public comment and consideration by involving the public in all phases of the planning 
process. Since initial scoping, the BLM provided planning documents, conducted public meetings, and considered and 
addressed public comments for scoping, the Draft RMPA/EIS, and ACECs. In reference to ACEC comments, the BLM 
accepted comments on the size and location of ACECs during the Draft RMPA/EIS comment period, during the protest 
period, and during the ACEC comment period. 
The BLM should suspend its decision on the Roan Plateaus ACECs, allow the Governor of Colorado a new 
opportunity to review the Roan Plateau plan in its entirety, and include in its analysis a full consideration of all the 
areas qualifying ACEC lands. 
Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. The BLM considered the Governor's comments 
in making its ACEC decisions. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

The BLM Manual 1613: ACECs requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as 
defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. Full consideration of all areas qualifying as ACEC lands was provided in the Draft RMPA/EIS. See response 
above. 
The BLM should allow these documents to be submitted electronically by individuals to the BLM. 
The BLM accepted electronic comments regarding ACECs on the BLM website throughout the comment period. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Angell, Bryony 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0046-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Applegate, Carolyn 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0047-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Arellanes, Kelly 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0048-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 11 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Armbruster, Mary 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0049-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Artley, Richard 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I demand that you protect the Roan Plateau from 
ANY, I repeat, ANY type of development. (0050-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 

Artz, Neal 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Would like a large tract of the Roan Plateau 
protected. (0051-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Arushanov, Mike I urge you to preserve and expand the ACECs on the 
Roan Plateau. (0052-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Asmus, Sigrid 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0053-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Austin, Addison 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0054-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bailey, Mary 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0055-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Banerji, Bhaskar 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0056-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 17 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Barbiere, Jolie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0057-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Barker, Philip A. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0058-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bear Bradshaw, Whitney 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0059-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Beeman, Jana 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0060-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Benincasa, Joan 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0061-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Berman, Cathy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0062-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bisbee, John ACECs should be off limits to drilling. BLM should set 
aside more land as environmentally critical areas. 
(0030-1) 

In accordance with FLPMA, the BLM is mandated to manage its lands for multiple use. Therefore, oil and gas development 
is allowed on the Roan Plateau and within ACECs but with protective stipulations. Measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final RMPA/EIS, which emphasizes 
natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management 
actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for 
the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all long-term ground-disturbing activities, as 
appropriate to each site and activity. 

The size and location of the ACECs was based on an analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and 
important values for each ACEC. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bishop, Norman 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0063-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Blevins, Shawna Form Letter #1 (0064-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bologna, Michael 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0065-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 27 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bonilla-Jones, Camilla 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0066-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 28 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Borg, Keith 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to be careful. Drill deep. (0067-1) Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bourassa, Bernadette 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0068-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Boyle, R.W. I am opposed to all drilling or gas and oil operations 
on the Roan Plateau. (0069-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Boyle, R.W. Your unwillingness to accept email comments on this 
issue makes me believe that you are under orders 
from the looters and criminals of the Bush 
Andministration to favor oil companies and push their 
agenda. (0069-2) 

The BLM accepted electronic comments regarding the Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) on the BLM 
website throughtout the comment period. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Brauer, Jack 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0070-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Brecht, Greg 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please give priority to protecting the Roan Plateau's 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. (0071-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Brecht, Greg 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I would like to see the area closed to oil and gas 
development. (0071-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Breitenstein, Colleen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0072-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Brence, Joel Surely the unparalleled beauty of this natural 
wilderness area is significant enough to arrest the 
drilling and the bulldozing for the 120 days Governor 
Ritter is asking in order to complete his review. 
(0073-1) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 

Brimm, Althea C. Do not allow more drilling for oil or gas on some 
21,000 acres of our wilderness. (0074-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Brimm, Katie Please do not open the Plateau to drilling. (0075-1) Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Brimm, Randy Please preserve and protect this precious beautiful 
place for us and future generations to enjoy forever. 
(0076-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Brinkley, Ron 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0077-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 36 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Bromfield, Lisa 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0078-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Buck, Sherman 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0079-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Burden, Lys 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0080-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 39 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Burger, Ryan 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan. 
(0081-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Calvert, Melinda 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0082-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Campbell, Frances 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0083-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Cantrell, Carol 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0084-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Cantrell, Carol 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0085-1) 
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Cappollezi, J. Form Letter #1 (0086-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Caprini, Lara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0087-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Caputo, Renee 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0088-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Carson, Deborah 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Give full protection to the Roan Plateau's Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern. (0089-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Carson, Deborah 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protection should include all lands with ACEC and 
wilderness study area criteria as well as lands at the 
base of the plateau, watersheds and streams. 
(0089-2) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Carsten, Toni 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to 
include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study 
area criteria as well as lands at the base of the 
plateau with important wildlife habitat. 
Protections for ACECs should be strengthened to 
protect entire watersheds vital for native trout 
streams, to preserve wildlife habitat, and to maintain 
wilderness habitat. 
(0090-1) 

BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Cartier, Jeff 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0091-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 50 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 
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Cassels, Jean 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0092-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Censor, Alexander 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. (0093-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Charvat, Jan 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. This area should be 
expanded toprotect more land, not destroyed by 
opening it up to oil and gas drilling. (0094-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Chen, Rebecca 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0095-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Chen, Rebecca 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please give the Roan Plateau the maximum 
protection. This means no more drilling for oil and 
gas. (0095-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Chen, Rebecca 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I support the NRDC position to expand the Roan 
Plateau's protection to include all lands with ACEC 
and wilderness study area criteria as well as lands at 
the base of the plateau with important wildlife habitat. 
(0095-3) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

The proposed ACECs don't satisfy FLPMA and other 
laws. (0337-1) 

BLM followed all appropriate regulation and guidance incorporating four ACECs into the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006). The BLM Manual 1613: 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and 
importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this 
analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and 
important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management prescriptions for each ACEC were 
considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on 
June 8, 2007 and includes a variety of management activities intended to maintain, enhance, and monitor resource 
conditions. Proposed ACEC management described in the Proposed Plan also includes monitoring and adaptive 
management of all relevant and important values within all four ACECs. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM has not assessed whether the more than 12,000 
wells ultimately projected for the RPPA can be 
sustained without risk or threats to ACEC values. 
(0337-2) 

The environmental consequences of potential oil and gas development to all resources, including ACECs, were analyzed 
and disclosed in the Proposed Plan. This includes the approximately 13 pads (210 wells) that may ultimately be drilled 
above the rim on the Roan Plateau itself, in the direct vicinity of the ACECs. 
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Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM wrongly rejected "no leasing" or "mineral 
withdrawal" alternatives based on its 
misinterpretation of the Transfer Act in formulating 
the proposed plan, ROD I and ACEC proposals. 
Because BLM wrongly construed governing law, it 
must revisit no leasing and larger ACEC alternatives 
in light of its duty to protect ACECs and prevent 
irreparable damage. (0337-3) 

The Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), presents a full 
spectrum of alternatives which includes management proposals ranging from emphasizing protection of wilderness 
characteristics and natural values (with minimal development of oil and gas resources) tofocusing on development, with 
protection of values afforded by policy, regulation, or statute. The BLM considered both leasing and not leasing the unleased 
portions of the transferred lands (under the Transfer Act), as well as partially leasing these lands. Alternative I of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS considered not leasing the balance of the acquired lands of those transferred (no new leasing on transferred 
lands). Under Alternative II partial leasing was considered, as approximately 21,000 acres would not have been leased. 
Alternatives III, IV, and V would have made all lands available for leasing. The BLM has, therefore, provided a full range of 
alternatives for consideration and environmental review. While there are many variations to the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) that might have 
been analyzed, the BLM is only required under NEPA and Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations to address a 
reasonable range of alternatives (see 40 C.F.R. 1502). The BLM is not required to address each variation, especially those 
put forth after the Proposed RMPA and Final EIS have been published. CEQ addressed this issue as follows: for some 
proposals there may be a very large or even an infinite number of reasonable alternatives; when there are potentially a very 
large number of alternatives, only a reasonable number of examples, covering the full spectrum of alternatives, must be 
analyzed and compared in the EIS. (Forty Most Asked Questions Concerning CEQs NEPA Regulations, 46 Federal Register 
18,026, 18,031 [March 23, 1981]). 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM should have complied with the law governing 
ACEC designation before releasing any part of the 
Record of Decision on the Roan Plateau. (0337-4) 

The BLM has determined that the Colorado State Director considered relevant information, including public comment, 
associated with ACECs in reaching her proposed ACEC decisions in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final 
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006). However, the BLM has further complied with 
specific requirements in FLPMA and its implementing regulations by publication in the Federal Register (Volume 72, 
Number 111, on Monday, June 11 2007) (supplementing the NOA published in the Federal Register Volume 71, Number 
173, on Thursday September 7, 2006) a NOA for public comment for the ACECs that lists the relevant and important 
resources for each of the four proposed ACECs. This notice included a 60-day public comment period. Public comments 
received during this period will be analyzed and considered in preparing the second ROD (ACEC ROD). 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM created this problem by rushing to issue ROD I. 
It can be resolved by vacating ROD I and reissuing a 
single ROD applicable to the entire planning area. 
(0337-5) 

The BLM has determined that the Colorado State Director considered relevant information, including public comment, 
associated with ACECs in reaching her proposed ACEC decisions in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final 
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006). However, the BLM has further complied with 
specific requirements in FLPMA and its implementing regulations by publication in the Federal Register (Volume 72, 
Number 111, on Monday, June 11 2007) (supplementing the NOA published in the Federal Register Volume 71, Number 
173, on Thursday September 7, 2006) a NOA for public comment for the ACECs that lists the relevant and important 
resources for each of the four proposed ACECs. This notice included a 60-day public comment period. Public comments 
received during this period will be analyzed and considered in preparing thesecond ROD (ACEC ROD). 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM should reopen consultation with the State of 
Colorado. BLM should resolve concerns raised by the 
Governor and key state agencies. Instead of 
bifurcating the RODs, BLM should have granted 
requests from the public, Governor Ritter, and the 
Congressional delegation to allow public review and 
comment of BLM's new proposed alternative that was 
presented for the first time in the Final RMPA/EIS. 
(0337-6) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

ACECs should be designated and managed 
consistent with the Colorado Habitat Stewardship Act 
of 2007 and other State wildlife policies. (0337-7) 

The Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement was 
published in August 2006, prior to the Habitat Stewardship Act of 2007. Nevertheless, many aspects of the Proposed Plan 
were designed in collaborationwith the Colorado Department of Natural Resources as a Cooperating Agency and 
incorporate many Stewardship Act objectives for minimizing adverse impacts to wildlife resources. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM should respect, rather than deliberately and 
selectively misinterpret, Congressional intent as 
consistently reflected in past and pending legislation 
addressing Roan Plateau. (0337-8) 

The Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement was 
published in August 2006. The Record of Decision (ROD), excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the 
proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus responses only on 
comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

Above the rim, all Federal lands should be protected 
in ACECs. (0337-9) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

No leasing is the best management option to protect 
ACEC values. If BLM carries through with its plan to 
lease, leases on the top should be subject to 
non-waivable NSO/NGD stipulations. (0337-10) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Planto 
protect the ACECs relevant and important values. The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) 
requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This 
process was documented for the Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated 
information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs 
were identified for consideration in the land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, 
surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full 
range of alternatives in the Draft RMPA/EIS, following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Planwere developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including 
relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of 
Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and 
specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the 
ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special 
surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed 
Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is 
considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced 
management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources 
throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision 
(ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed 
management prescriptions and actions. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

Below the rim, expanded ACEC boundaries should 
encompass all lands recommended by the 
Community Alternative (Exh. F) and endorsed by 
CDOW. (0337-11) 

Please see response to Comment #7 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

ACECs should be expanded to include all 
watersheds above the rim which are threatened by oil 
and gas development. (0337-12) 

Please see response to Comment #7 
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Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

ACECs should protect lands with wilderness 
character with management provisions specifically 
designed to protect wilderness characteristics. 
(0337-13) 

There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, BLM created the Proposed Planto balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided to not manage any areas to specifically protect 
and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, 
including ACECs relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These 
include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled 
Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and five Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 2) Specific 
management prescriptions for the ACECs many of which may be applied as of Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control; 
3)Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). In addition, a 
number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning 
Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these restrictions/stipulations, management prescriptions, 
and management actions will result in maintenance of existing wilderness characteristics. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

ACEC protections should be designed to ensure that 
special values are not compromised by the 
cumulative impacts of energy development. 
(0337-14) 

The BLM addressed cumulative impacts to the extent that they were applicable to the resources affected (and were 
significant) by the decisions in the Roan Plateau Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
PlanAmendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), consistent with 40 C.F.R. 1508.25(a)(iii)(2). This analysis 
identifies those significant impacts caused, in whole or in part, by development activities which would be authorized in this 
RMPA. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM has not provided valid reasons to reject larger 
ACECs. BLM must provide a valid rationale for 
omitting nominated ACECs from the preferred 
alternative. (0337-15) 

Please see response to Comment #1. All nominated ACECs were evaluated following BLM guidance (BLM Manual 1613: 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern) andassessed in the relevance and importance analysis. This process was 
documented for the Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data 
concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for 
consideration in the land use planning process. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM's assumptions for interim and long-term 
reclamation are suspect. BLM's assumption that 
interim reclamation will reduce impacts to acceptable 
levels is questionable. (0337-16) 

The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007 and includes a variety of management activities intended 
to maintain, enhance, and monitor resource conditions. Under the RMPA, interim reclamation above the rim would be 
conducted in the context of phased and clustered oil and gas development, with an emphasis on ridgetop development, and 
a commitment to implement and enforce performance-based management (PBM), including interim reclamation, proposed 
by the Department of Natural Resources during the Consultation and Coordination process. The Proposed Action also 
includes disturbed site reclamation standards, reclamation monitoring protocol, and monitoring success criteria (Appendix 
J). PBM for these activities provides incentive to: consolidate facilities, minimize road miles and overall soil disturbance, 
protect watersheds, protect sensitive species and wildlife habitats, and other values that have been expressed by the public 
and local communities. 
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Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

ACEC designation must assure adequate long-term 
protection of special values. (0337-17) 

The Roan Plateau land use planning process analyzes the impacts of leasing-level decisions and addresses cumulative 
impacts relating to such leasing, based on a reasonable projection of activities. The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning 
Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) is not intended to 
provide a full-field or similar development analysis, given that currently, only an examination of leasing and the likely related 
activities over the life of the plan can be projected. Further site-specific NEPA analysis would be required when specific 
development and production activities are proposed. Such specific analyses would provide for a more thorough examination 
of impacts related to the development of the lease parcels and provide for the application of site-specific conditions of 
approval. The BLMs policy in assessing the likelihood of development for mineral resources is articulated in the BLMs 
Planning for Fluid Mineral Resources Handbook (H-1624-1). Guidance from this handbook addressing the projection of 
reasonably foreseeable development under existing management and directs an interdisciplinary team to project 
management activities and actions, including developments, which are likely in the planning area over the life of the plan 
(i.e., generally 15 to 20 years or whatever has been determined to be the planning horizon or timeframe for the RMP) 
assuming continuation of existing management. Also see National Wildlife Federation et al., 170 IBLA 240 (2006); Wyoming 
Outdoor Council, et al., 164 IBLA 84 (2004); and WO IM 2004-89. Given the Transfer Statutes direction to the BLM to 
provide for leasing in the planning area, the BLM developed a reasonably foreseeable development scenario forthe Planning 
Area over the next 20 years. Hence, the BLM has addressed impacts over the next 20 years (the general life of BLM plans) 
in the Final RMPA/EIS. If development in the Planning Area exceeds the impacts analyzed during the life of the plan, then 
the BLM would be required to produce further NEPA analysis and possibly, an amendment to the Glenwood Springs RMP 
(note: the Glenwood Springs RMP was amended and supplemented in 1990 and 1999 to address issues related to oil and 
gas development). A BLM RMP can be amended at any time new information becomes available or where a threshold of 
impacts is reached in an area. Further, though an oil and gas lease may extend beyond the twenty-year life of the plan, 
Section 6 of the Lease Form provides for environmental stipulations to be placed on individual leases. Stipulations placed on 
the lease at issuance continue to apply throughout the life of the lease (unless modified or waived, as provided by 
regulation). In the future, additional protective measures in the form of conditions of approval (COAs) may also be applied, 
based on site-specific analysis. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM should fully protect all healthy grassland 
ecosystems throughout the RPPA. (0337-18) 

BLM has made a goal in the Proposed Plan to manage vegetation resources in a long-term sustainable manner, protecting 
the soil, hydrologic, and watershed conditions that support them (ROD, Section 6.1.7 Vegetation, Weeds, and 
Riparian/Wetland Communities General Management Decisions and Management Actions). 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM has opined that Anvil Points CERCLA 
environmental remediation issues are outside the 
scope of the RMP planning process and ACEC 
designation and management prescriptions. This is 
not the case. Threats to water quality and other 
resources from the CERCLA site could compromise 
ACEC values. BLM needs to assess threats from 
unstable tailings piles, and any recent road or 
pipeline easements or related operations which might 
have increased risks. Downplaying or ignoring these 
threats does not make them go away. (0337-19) 

BLM agrees. The Anvil Points Mine and facility site have been characterized and an engineering evaluation/cost analysis 
(EE/CA) has been conducted on the areas. Remediation design, and contracting support for cleanup actions in these areas 
is currently on-going. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM's proposed ACECs for the lower Plateau should 
be expanded and strengthened to protect wildlife 
habitat. All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with 
crucial wildlife values should be included in an ACEC 
with mandatory protections for winter range, 
migration corridors, security areas and other 
important wildlife habitat. Current provisions within 
BLM's proposed Anvil Points and Magpie Gulch 
ACECs may be insufficient, and these two areas 
leave out thousands of acres of lands needing stricter 
protections for wildlife and habitat. (0337-20) 

Please see response to Comment #1. In addition, winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such 
as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout the Planning Area by overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations 
These include No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, Site Specific Relocation/Controlled 
Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and Timing Limitations (TLs). The big game security areas identified by Colorado 
Division Of Wildlife (CDOW) in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil 
Points areas are protected by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by 
CDOW are also protected by NGD/NSO stipulations. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

At a minimum, all lands meeting WSA criteria should 
be included within the ACECs for East Fork 
Parachute Creek and Trapper/Northwater Creek. 
(0337-21) 

There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided to not manage any areas to specifically protect 
and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, 
including ACECs relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These 
include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled 
Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and five Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 2)Specific 
management prescriptions for the ACECs many of which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control; 
3)Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). In addition, a 
number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning 
Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these restrictions/stipulations, management prescriptions, 
and management actions will result in maintenance of existing wilderness characteristics. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM should be accepting electronic comments on the 
ACEC designation and management provisions. 
(0337-22) 

The BLM accepted electronic comments regarding the Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) on the BLM 
website throughtout the comment period. 

Chiropolos, Mike 
Western Resource 
Advocates 

BLM should designate a 34,000 acre Upper Plateau 
or Parachute Creek Watershed ACEC with a special 
management plan to keep it the way it is. (0337-23) 

Please see response to Comment #1. BLM emphasizes that areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 

Cochrane, Theodore and 
Barbara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I fervently wish that the BLM will give top priority to 
protecting the Roan Plateau Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. (0096-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Cochrane, Theodore and 
Barbara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The ACECs should be expanded to include all lands 
meeting ACEC and wilderness study area criteria. 
(0096-3) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Cochrane, Theodore and 
Barbara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to 
include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study 
area criteria as well as lands at the base of the 
plateau with important wildlife habitat. (0096-3) 

In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the 
Planning Area. After much thought and deliberation, BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant 
oil and gas resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided to not manage 
any areas to specifically protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to protect 
natural resources and values, including ACECs relevant and important values in the form of: overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. specific management prescriptions for the ACECs many of which may be applied to Conditions of 
Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
all ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of 
these restrictions/stipulations, management 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Cochrane, Theodore and 
Barbara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protections for ACECs should be strengthened to 
protect entire watersheds vital for native trout 
streams, to preserve wildlife habitat, and to maintain 
wilderness habitat. (0096-4) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Cochrane, Theodore and 
Barbara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
(0096-5) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Cochrane, Theodore and 
Barbara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Expanding the ACECs is widely supported by the 
public, local communities, and recommendations 
made by the Colorado Division of Wildlife. (0096-6) 

The BLM carefully considered all comments and information received from the general public and local communities and 
governments on the Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). 
The BLM also involved communities and local governments extensively, using their input and expertise as Cooperating 
Agencies, in preparing the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006). Further, the BLM provided the public with opportunities for input and participation 
throughout the planning effort, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act (FLPMA). 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Cohen-Pardo, Rebecca 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0097-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Cole, Richard I don't support any oil and gas or any activity that 
might endanger any part of the Roan Plateau. 
(0014-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Cole, Richard 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protect the Roan Plateau. (0099-1) Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Coleman, Daniel and Pam 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

From Letter #1 (0098-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Colloway, Edwin Regarding the 21,000 acres of the ACEC on the 
Roan Plateau I urge you to do no development in that 
area. (0100-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Corder, Joella 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0101-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Cosgrave, John 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0102-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

Costa, Lawrence I feel that the BLM and others involved have done a 
great job in the plan proposed by the BLM. (0104-1) 

Thank you. 
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Costanza, Michael 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0103-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Cotrell, Shelley 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0105-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Craven, John Currie I would like to express my concern regarding the 
manner in which the comments during this scoping 
period were collected. Specifically, the inability of the 
public to file comments by e-mail or fax. (0106-1) 

The BLM accepted electronic comments regarding the Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) on the BLM 
website throughtout the comment period. 

Crouse, Gerrit 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I ask you to protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern. (0107-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Crouse, Gerrit 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau's ACECs should be expanded to 
include all lands meeting ACEC and wilderness study 
area criteria, plus lands at the base of the plateau 
providing important wildlife habitat. (0107-3) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Crouse, Gerrit 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Roan's ACECs should be expanded to include all 
lands at the base of the plateau providing important 
wildlife habitat. (0107-3) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

3/12/2008 Page 70 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 
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Curtis, Janet F. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0108-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Curtis, Richard 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0109-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Cyr, Maurice 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0110-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Danielson, Sylvia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0111-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Dart, Robert 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please do not allow destructive oil and gas drilling in 
Colorado's Roan Plateau. (0112-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Davidson, Motyka 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0113-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Davis, Tim 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0114-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Dawson, Louis I'd like the area managed for multiple use including a 
limited amount of natural gas drilling, with careful 
attention to restoration of the land after drilling and 
enforcement of all existing environmental laws. 
(0115-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

de Alba, Marlys 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0116-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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DelRio, Martha 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0117-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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DeMers, Virginia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0118-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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DeNio, Douglas Form Letter #2 (0119-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs and should designate as ACECs all qualifying lands. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific 
management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final 
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed considering 
public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, and further 
consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management 
prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations 
(Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries receive special 
management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and 
specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). 
The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study area criteria as 
well as lands at the base of the plateau with important wildlife habitat. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, key natural resources are protected in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs many of 
which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2). 
designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). In addition, Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to 
each site and activity. The application of these combined measures, will likely result in maintenance of some of the existing 
wilderness characteristics. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan to 
protect the ACECs relevant and important resource values within ACECs. See response above. 
BLM should provide a meaningful analysis of all Roan Plateau lands that qualify as ACECs, and provide for 
effective public comment and consideration. 
In the Roan Plateau Draft RMPA/EIS the BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all ACECs in the context of a range of 
alternatives (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations) by addressing the relevant and important values in each ACEC as 
well as specific management prescriptions designed to protect these values. The BLM determined that the 
restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions for these four proposed ACECs provide an adequate level of 
protection for the relevant and important values present. It is consistent with FLPMA, the BLM planning guidance Handbook 
H-1601-10, the BLM ACEC Handbook H-1613 and the requirement in National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze 
a full range of reasonable alternatives (40 CFR 1502.14). 
The BLM provided for effective public comment and consideration by involving the public in all phases of the planning 
process. Since initial scoping, the BLM provided planning documents, conducted public meetings, and considered and 
addressed public comments for scoping, the Draft RMPA/EIS, and ACECs. In reference to ACEC comments, the BLM 
accepted comments on the size and location of ACECs during the Draft RMPA/EIS comment period, during the protest 
period, and during the ACEC comment period. 
The BLM should suspend its decision on the Roan Plateaus ACECs, allow the Governor of Colorado a new 
opportunity to review the Roan Plateau plan in its entirety, and include in its analysis a full consideration of all the 
areas qualifying ACEC lands. 
Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. The BLM considered the Governor's comments 
in making its ACEC decisions. 
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The BLM Manual 1613: ACECs requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as 
defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. Full consideration of all areas qualifying as ACEC lands was provided in the Draft RMPA/EIS. See response 
above. 
The BLM should allow these documents to be submitted electronically by individuals to the BLM. 
The BLM accepted electronic comments regarding ACECs on the BLM website throughout the comment period. 

Dickens, Bart 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Think of future generations and not cave in to the 
greed of big oil and not destroy the Roan Plateau. 
(0120-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Dolan, Robert 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
These areas should be strengthened to protect 
wildlife habitat, watersheds and wilderness qualities. 
(0121-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Dolan, Robert 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

There is absolutely no need to lease and endanger 
the entire Roan Plateau for a short term gain of 
tapping into natural gas. (0121-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Dorothy, Neal 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0122-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Downing, Karen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0123-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Dumont, Arnaud 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0124-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Dunbar, Karen Opposed to drilling on the Roan Plateau. Opposed to 
drilling in ACECs. (0021-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Dvorsky, Sandra 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to 
include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study 
area criteria as well as lands at the base of the 
plateau with important wildlife habitat values. 
(0125-1) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Dvorsky, Sandra 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protections for ACECs should be strengthened to 
protect entire watersheds vital for native trout 
streams, to preserve wildlife habitat, and to maintain 
wilderness habitat. (0125-2) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Dvorsky, Sandra 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

ACECs on the upper Roan Plateau should be closed 
to oil and gas leasing. (0125-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Dvorsky, Sandra 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Expanding the ACECs is widely supported by the 
public, local communities, and recommendations 
made by the Colorado Division of Wildlife. (0125-4) 

The BLM carefully considered all comments and information received from the general public and local communities and 
governments on the Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). 
The BLM also involved communities and local governments extensively, using their input and expertise as Cooperating 
Agencies, in preparing the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006). Further, the BLM provided the public with opportunities for input and participation 
throughout the planning effort, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act (FLPMA). 

Eckart, Charlie Preserve the Roan Plateau. (0013-1) The natural resources in the Roan Plateau Planning Area have been carefully considered within the multiple use context of 
all BLM land use decisions. 

Edelmann, Alex 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protect the Roan. (0126-1) The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Edelstein, Susan Please save this hidden gem. (0010-1) Measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final 
RMPA/EIS, which emphasizes natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and 
stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 
SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPs would be applied to all 
long-term ground-disturbing activities, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Egan, Kathy and Michael 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0127-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 90 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 
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Emerson-Cobb, Jin 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Colorado Division of Wildlife, local communities, 
and people all across America urge that you 
preserve, protect, and expand the Roan Plateau's 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. (0128-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Emerson-Cobb, Jin 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Close all Roan Plateau ACECs to drilling, mining, 
blasting, purchase, lease, etc. by oil and gas moguls. 
(0128-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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English, Rebecca 
via Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Form Letter #2 (0129-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs and should designate as ACECs all qualifying lands. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific 
management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final 
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed considering 
public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, and further 
consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management 
prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations 
(Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries receive special 
management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and 
specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). 
The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study area criteria as 
well as lands at the base of the plateau with important wildlife habitat. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, key natural resources are protected in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs many of 
which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2). 
designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). In addition, Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to 
each site and activity. The application of these combined measures, will likely result in maintenance of some of the existing 
wilderness characteristics. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan to 
protect the ACECs relevant and important resource values within ACECs. See response above. 
BLM should provide a meaningful analysis of all Roan Plateau lands that qualify as ACECs, and provide for 
effective public comment and consideration. 
In the Roan Plateau Draft RMPA/EIS the BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all ACECs in the context of a range of 
alternatives (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations) by addressing the relevant and important values in each ACEC as 
well as specific management prescriptions designed to protect these values. The BLM determined that the 
restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions for these four proposed ACECs provide an adequate level of 
protection for the relevant and important values present. It is consistent with FLPMA, the BLM planning guidance Handbook 
H-1601-10, the BLM ACEC Handbook H-1613 and the requirement in National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze 
a full range of reasonable alternatives (40 CFR 1502.14). 
The BLM provided for effective public comment and consideration by involving the public in all phases of the planning 
process. Since initial scoping, the BLM provided planning documents, conducted public meetings, and considered and 
addressed public comments for scoping, the Draft RMPA/EIS, and ACECs. In reference to ACEC comments, the BLM 
accepted comments on the size and location of ACECs during the Draft RMPA/EIS comment period, during the protest 
period, and during the ACEC comment period. 
The BLM should suspend its decision on the Roan Plateaus ACECs, allow the Governor of Colorado a new 
opportunity to review the Roan Plateau plan in its entirety, and include in its analysis a full consideration of all the 
areas qualifying ACEC lands. 
Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. The BLM considered the Governor's comments 
in making its ACEC decisions. 
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The BLM Manual 1613: ACECs requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as 
defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. Full consideration of all areas qualifying as ACEC lands was provided in the Draft RMPA/EIS. See response 
above. 
The BLM should allow these documents to be submitted electronically by individuals to the BLM. 
The BLM accepted electronic comments regarding ACECs on the BLM website throughout the comment period. 

Esson, Anne It is vital that BLM set aside 36,000 acres of ACEC as 
off limits to drilling. (0031-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Fickert, Mark 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0130-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Fisher, Corey 
Trout Unlimited 

Furthermore, within the Northwater Creek watershed 
the parcel of private land is split estate with Federal 
minerals. The land management decisions applied to 
this area will directly affect most of Northwater Creek 
downstream and some of the best habitat for 
Colorado River cutthroat trout downstream in the 
Trapper Creek system. This parcel of private 
surface/Federal minerals is located near the 
headwaters of Northwater Creek, thus subjecting the 
watershed health of the Trapper and Northwater 
Creeks downstream to surface disturbances, 
including erosion, on these lands. Poor land 
management quite literally flows downhill and this 
area must be under the same consideration as the 
ACEC adjacent to it. While the BLM cannot manage 
the surface of this private land, BLM has the 
discretion not to lease the federal minerals under this 
split estate. Because of the downstream effects and 
harm posed to watershed health that drilling on this 
parcel of private land would have on Colorado River 
cutthroat trout, Trout Unlimited recommends that for 
this split estate, a "no lease" decision apply. (0131-1) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Fisher, Corey 
Trout Unlimited 

It is important to TU and to its membership that the 
BLM seriously consider landscape scale protections 
that do not include patches of oil and gas 
development. The Anvil Points, Magpie Gulch, and 
Trapper/Northwater Creek ACECs should be 
off-limits for oil and gas leasing through a "no lease" 
decision. The East Fork Parachute Creek and 
Trapper/Northwater Creek ACECs should be 
expanded to include the entire watersheds. (0131-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced 
management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources 
throughout the Planning Area. The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM 
identify areas that potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was 
documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated 
relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use 
planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific 
management prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 
1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft 
RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating 
Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the 
proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. 
Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the 
Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total 
area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Fitzgerald, John 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0132-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Fleming, Tom 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0133-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

3/12/2008 Page 97 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Fogarty, Patricia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0134-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Fowler, Jerry 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to leave the Roan Plateau alone and to 
expand its area of protection. (0135-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Franck-Weiby, G.P. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0136-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Frechette, Nicholas 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please heed the advice of the NRDC to protect our 
globe and entire world, starting with the halt on the 
Roan Plateau development projects. (0137-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Freeman, Joshua 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Invest in alternative energy instead of oil energy. 
(0138-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

French, Kathleen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0139-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Fuller, Darryl Please do everything you can to save the wild and 
scenic value of the undeveloped portions of the Roan 
Plateau. (0032-1) 

Thank you for your comments. In accordance with FLPMA, the natural resources in the Roan Plateau Planning Area have 
been carefully considered within the multiple use context of all BLM land use decisions. Measures to conserve and/or 
protect special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final RMPA/EIS, which 
emphasizes natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed 
management actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, 
and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of resources. 

Gabow, Bruce, Deborah, 
Kyra, Kalen 

Please do not ruin forever the unspoiled wilderness 
we have been blessed with atop the Roan Plateau by 
allowing drillers into the area. (0140-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Gatto, Betty 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I support expanding the Roan Plateau's ACECs and 
closing the ACECs on the upper Roan Plateau to oil 
and gas leasing, while expanding protections to 
maintain wilderness qualities. (0141-1) 

While the four ACECs occupy a somewhat smaller area than under Alternative II, the basis of this revision was a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. Thus, a comparable 
level of management emphasis on, and protection of, those values would also apply despite the smaller area. 

In accordance with FLPMA, the BLM is mandated to manage its lands for multiple use. Therefore, oil and gas development 
is allowed on the Roan Plateau and within ACECs but with protective stipulations. Measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final RMPA/EIS, which emphasizes 
natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management 
actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for 
the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all long-term ground-disturbing activities, as 
appropriate to each site and activity. 

3/12/2008 Page 103 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Gerske, Janet 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0142-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Gibson, William All of the public BLM land on the Roan Plateau needs 
to be off limits to any energy or mineral development. 
Any areas that do not have roads should remain 
roadless. (0016-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Gill, David R. and Barbara 
J. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0143-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Gilmartin, Eric 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0144-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Glenn, Laura 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0145-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Glintzer, Janice 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0146-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Goldhammer, Margaret 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0147-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Golub, Stephen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0148-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Goode, Bob 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0149-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Goodman, Lin 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0150-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Gordon-Brown, Deborah 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to 
include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study 
area criteria as well as lands at the base of the 
plateau with important wildlife habitat. (0151-1) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Gordon-Brown, Deborah 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protections for ACECs should be strengthened to 
protect entire watersheds vital for native trout 
streams, to preserve wildlife habitat, and to maintain 
wilderness habitat. (0151-2) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Gray, John 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0152-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Gray, Sherry 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please protect that lovely place. (0153-1) The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Graziano-Maurer, 
Christine 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0154-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Greaney, Dan and Jody 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

All of us benefit from the devastation of the land, the 
pollution of the air, the consumptive attitudes we 
develop. (0155-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 

Green, K. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern need to be expanded. (0158-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Green, K. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern need be strengthened to protect entire 
watersheds vital for native trout streams, to preserve 
wildlife habitat, and to maintain wilderness habitat. 
(0158-2) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Green, K. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern on the upper Roan Plateau must be closed 
to oil and gas leasing. (0158-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Greenholdt, Kathleen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. (0156-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Greenholdt, Kathleen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please do not open the area to oil and gas drilling. 
(0156-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Greenough, Peter 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0157-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Grill, Monika 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please do your best to expand the ACECs to include 
all areas necessary for a flourishing wildlife. (0159-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Hackbarth, Patricia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

We must choose a way that will allow extraction in 
reasonable locations while protecting the most 
essential and fragile areas for wildlife. (0160-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Haddin, Theodore 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0161-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 122 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hagman, Katherine Protect the Roan Plateau from drilling. Protect the 
lands below the rim for wildlife. (0020-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hall, Kathleen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0162-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hamann, Eloise Form Letter #2 (0163-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hanold, Dena 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0164-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hanson, Donna 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0165-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Harbutt, Alberta 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0166-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

hauben, barbara Please preserve the environmentally sensitive 36,000 
acre area of the Roan Plateau. (0027-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hensler, Frances J. Form Letter #1 (0167-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hewett, James 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0168-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Higgins, Wendy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0169-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 132 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Himmer, Kathleen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protect the Roan Plateau from activities that will 
damage it. Do not allow oil or gas leasings. (0170-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hodie, Mark 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0171-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Holm, Cathie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0172-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hooley, Daniel 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0173-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hopton, Charles I am opposed to issuing leases on the Roan Plateau. 
(0028-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Horzempa, Philip 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0174-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Houdek, Joshua 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I believe the ACECs ought to be expanded to include 
lands at the base of the plateau with important wildlife 
habitat values. (0175-1) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Houdek, Joshua 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I believe ACECs should be strengthened to protect 
watersheds that contain native trout. (0175-2) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Houdek, Joshua 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The upper Plateau should be closed to oil and gas 
development and exploration. (0175-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

3/12/2008 Page 139 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Hougardy, Jules 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0176-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Humphry, Pat It would be a shame to destroy such a beautiful 
place. (0001-1) 

Thank you for your comment regarding the Roan Plateau ACEC designations. The BLM has carefully reviewed your 
comments. The natural resource values and uses of the planning area have been given special consideration within the 
context of multiple use, as mandated by the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and BLM policy. Protective 
measures and management actions related to these resource values are described in Section 2.3.2 and summarized in 
Table 2-1 and are reiterated throughout the impact analysis in Chapter 4 of the Final RMPA/EIS. Key among these are the 
requirement for phased and clustered oil and gas development on the plateau, resulting in a density of one pad per 160 
acres (at least 0.5 mile between pads) and limiting drilling activities to only a portion of the upper plateau at any one time. 
The BLM believes that this approach, in combination with numerous and extensive other protective measures, will ensure 
that current types and, in many or most cases, current levels of the existing uses will continue. Measures to conserve and/or 
protect special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final RMPA/EIS, which 
emphasizes natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed 
management actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, 
and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all long-term 
ground-disturbing activities, as appropriate to each site and activity.Thank you for your comment regarding the Roan 
Plateau ACEC designations. The BLM has carefully reviewed your comments. The natural resource values and uses of the 
planning area have been given special consideration within the context of multiple use, as mandated by the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and BLM policy. Protective measures and management actions related to these 
resource values are described in Section 2.3.2 and summarized in Table 2-1 and are reiterated throughout the impact 
analysis in Chapter 4 of the Final EIS. Key among these are the requirement for phased and clustered oil and gas 
development on the plateau, resulting in a density of one pad per 160 acres (at least 0.5 mile between pads) and limiting 
drilling activities to only a portion of the upper plateau at any one time. The BLM believes that this approach, in combination 
with numerous and extensive other protective measures, will ensure that current types and, in many or most cases, current 
levels of the existing uses will continue. Measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic 
resources have been incorporated into the Final EIS, which emphasizes natural resource values through application of 
protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative designations. It 
incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations for the protection of a variety of 
resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all long-term ground-disturbing activities, as appropriate to each site and 
activity. 

Hunt, Edward Drilling will do no harm to Roan. (0008-1) Thank you for your interest in the BLM land use planning process. Development of the natural gas reserves within the Roan 
Plateau Planning Area has been considered within the multiple use context of all BLM land use decisions. 

Hunt, Ellen Please take the long-range view when making any 
decisions that affect our state. (0177-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Ivancie, Steve 
Steamboat Springs City 
Council 

We support Governor Ritter's request for additional 
time to comment. (0178-1) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 

Ivancie, Steve 
Steamboat Springs City 
Council 

We ask that the Roan Plateau and Vermillion Basin 
be spared from oil and gas drilling for the immediate 
future. (0178-2) 

The natural resource values of the Roan Plateau have been given special consideration within the context of multiple use, 
as mandated by the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and BLM policy. Protective measures and 
management actions related to these resource values are described in Section 2.3.2 and summarized in Table 2-1 of the 
Proposed Plan and are reiterated throughout the impact analysis in Chapter 4 of the Final RMPA/EIS. Key among these are 
the requirement for phased and clustered oil and gas development on the plateau, resulting in a density of one pad per 160 
acres (at least 0.5 mile between pads) and limiting drilling activities to only a portion of the upper plateau at any one time. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Jacobs, Deborah The areas of critical concern on the Roan Plateau 
should be left alone. (0024-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

James, Gordon 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please protect the Roan Plateau Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern in Colorado. (0179-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Janzen, Gayle 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0180-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Johnson, Carole 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0181-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Jones, Kenneth I urge you to prohibit all drilling activities on BLM 
lands on the Roan Plateau. ACECs must be 
protected from any and all oil and gas development. I 
also believe motorized recreation should be restricted 
to designated roads and trails. (0182-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Jones, Kenneth 
via Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The new Governor of Colorado deserves an 
opportunity to review the Roan Plateau plan in its 
entirety. (0183-1) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 

Jones, Kenneth 
via Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

On two separate occassions, public comments 
submitted to BLM overwhelmingly favored no drilling 
on the Roan Plateau at all. 

Local government officials have publicly and 
overwhelmingly favored no drilling on the Roan 
Plateau at all. 

US Senator Ken Salazar and US Represetative John 
Salazar have also publicly opposed drilling on the 
Roan Plateau. (0183-2) 

The BLM carefully considered all comments and information received from the general public and local communities and 
governments on the Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). 
The BLM also involved communities and local governments extensively, using their input and expertise as Cooperating 
Agencies, in preparing the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006). Further, the BLM provided the public with opportunities for input and participation 
throughout the planning effort, in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act (FLPMA). 

Jones, Kenneth 
via Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The natural gas industry has repeatedly damaged 
watersheds and roads in other parts of western 
Colorado and have failed to earn public trust. 
(0183-3) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Jones, Robert and Linda We ask that you seriously consider these concerns 
for wildlife and humans who call this area home. 
(0184-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Keating, Scott 
Hey Dude Ranch 

I am in favor of stopping all future drilling there and 
mandating/enforcing the cleanup required of oil 
companies immediately. (0185-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Kegley, Ryan 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0186-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Kelso, David H. and Kerry 
C. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0187-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Kennard, Libby 
via Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Form Letter #1 (0188-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 149 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 
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Kimbrough, Mary Jo Form Letter #2 (0026-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Koepfle, Henry Please preserve the beautiful wilderness quality land 
on the Roan Plateau. Wilderness designation must 
be retained rather than oil and gas development 
because of the ACECs. Protect these critical 
environmental areas. (0011-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Kolbenschlag, Pete Form Letter #1 (0037-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Koos, Mary Anne 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Hoping that you will work to protect the Roan Plateau 
from mining, drilling operations. (0189-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Koos, Mary Anne 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please expand the Roan Plateau ACECs to include 
all lands with ACEC and wilderness study area 
criteria as well as lands at the base of the plateau 
with important wildlife habitat. (0189-2) 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a 
primitive and unconfined type of recreation and contain ecological, geological or other features of scientific, scenic or historic 
value. In addition, human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, 
nor will any areas be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for 
the ecologically and visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness 
characteristics. 

Koos, Mary Anne 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protections for ACECs should be strengthened to 
protect entire watersheds vital for native trout 
streams, to preserve wildlife habitat, and to maintain 
wilderness habitat. (0189-3) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

3/12/2008 Page 153 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Korte, Nic 
Grand Valley Audubon 
Society 

We have stated our preference for no drilling on the 
Roan Plateau. We are concerned because the new 
stipulations are not sufficient. The fact is, habitat loss 
is the problem that is the issue here and habitat 
fragmentation/habitat loss. Any development which 
further fragments habitat should not be allowed. 
(0007-1) 

Thank you for your comment and interest in the BLM land use planning process. The BLM has carefully considered your 
comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as 
described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan 
Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. 
Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Kovalski, Jeff 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please give special attention to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0190-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Kramer, Dann 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0191-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Kriesel, Steve 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0192-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Kruse, R. Kathleen I do not favor any development on the Roan Plateau. 
(0193-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

3/12/2008 Page 157 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Kucinski, Sandy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0194-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Kurtz, Brian 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0195-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Kurtz, Maya 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0196-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lawrence, Joan 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0197-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Legry, John 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0198-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lindauer, S.R. The Roan Plateau definately should not be from the 
top of the plateau, now or in the future, for oil and 
gas. (0199-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Logan-Olson, Patricia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0200-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Losin, Neil 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0201-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lowe, Leslie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0202-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

3/12/2008 Page 165 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lowichik, Amy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Expand rather than threaten the Roan Plateau's 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. (0203-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

3/12/2008 Page 166 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lowrie, Jackie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0204-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lucas, Donna This is to inform you of my desire to have the Roan 
Plateau left out of the oil/gas drilling process. 
(0205-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Ly, Jackson 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0207-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lynch, Cynthia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern. (0206-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Lynch, Cynthia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau is beautiful and I would like to see 
its ACECs expanded to include all lands with ACEC 
and wilderness study area criteria as well as lands at 
the base of the plateau with important wildlife habitat. 
(0206-2) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Lynch, Cynthia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protections for ACECs should be strengthened to 
protect entire watersheds vital for native trout 
streams, to preserve wildlife habitat, and to maintain 
wilderness habitat. (0206-3) 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Lynch, Cynthia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I adamantly oppose oil and gas drilling in the upper 
Roan Plateau. (0206-4) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

MacQueen, James I am against allowing the proposed drilling for natural 
gas on the Roan Plateau. The BLM should protect 
the Roan environment from the unavoidable damage 
that such drilling would entail. (0004-1) 

The natural resources in the Roan Plateau Planning Area have been carefully considered within the multiple use context of 
all BLM land use decisions. 

MacQueen, James I am against allowing the proposed drilling for natural 
gas on the Roan Plateau. The BLM should protect 
the Roan environment from the unavoidable damage 
that such drilling would entail. 
(0005-1) 

The natural resources in the Roan Plateau Planning Area have been carefully considered within the multiple use context of 
all BLM land use decisions. 

MacQueen, Margaret I oppose the BLM's permitting of drilling for natural 
gas on the Roan Plateau. The BLM should provide 
the maximum environmental protection for the 
Plateau. 
(0006-1) 

Measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final 
RMPA/EIS, which emphasizes natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and 
stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 
SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all 
long-term ground-disturbing activities, as appropriate to each site and activity. The natural resources in the Roan Plateau 
Planning Area have been carefully considered within the multiple use context of all BLM land use decisions. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Manning, George 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0210-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Marsolek, Michael Protect all of the Roan's ACECs as well as all lands 
meeting wilderness study area criteria. (0211-1) 

The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing special management prescriptions which can be added as 
part of COAs. These are listed in Table 2-2. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR/ and TL restrictions, additional 
actions include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These measures 
to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values through 
application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations for the protection of a 
variety of resources. Protective stipulations and restrictions such as NGD/NSO, CSU/SSRs, and TL are not applied to 
ACECs as a whole but apply to the resource. In other words, a NGD/NSO for steep slopes applies only to those areas of 
steep slope in the ACEC and not to the entire ACEC. 

To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined 
type of recreation and contain ecological, geological or other features of scientific, scenic or historic value. In addition, 
human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, nor will any areas 
be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for the ecologically and 
visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness characteristics. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Martin, Carol 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0212-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Martin, Margot 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please protect the Roan Plateau. (0213-1) The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Matthews, LF 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to provide the US with as much oil as it 
needs, and if that means drilling in the Roan 
Plateau's Areas then so be it. 

A little controlled drilling on the plateau won't hurt its 
hunting and fishing spots for the few that can access 
them. (0214-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 

McDuffee, Rebecca 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please protect and preserve the Roan Plateau's 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. (0215-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

McEvoy, Chad 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0216-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

McKinney, Connie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0217-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

McKinnon, J. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern. (0218-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

McNair-Stokrocki, Beth 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0219-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

McSheehy, James 
Western Colorado 
Astronomy Club 

We are opposed to activities in or near the ACECs 
that reduce air quality or increase light pollution 
because they have a direct and adverse impact on 
access to the natural resource called the night sky. 
Development and construction activities near ACECs 
should be required to meet the strictest guidelines for 
particulate emissions, and lighting should be of a type 
that does not directly illuminate the sky i.e. fullcutoff 
lighting fixtures and luminaires should be mandated. 
(0015-1) 

Thank you for your comment and interest in the BLM land use planning process. Because dark sky quality was not 
considered as a relevant and important criterion during the ACEC analysis process, this comment pertains to the Proposed 
Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not 
the proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. 
The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must necessarily 
focus responses on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. However, BLM would pointout that many of the 
issues raised in your comment in terms of air quality are analyzed and environmental consequences for all management 
alternatives are disclosed in Chapter 4.2.5 of the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006). Mitigation measures in terms of potential Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) are presented in Appendix I. 

McSheehy, James 
Western Colorado 
Astronomy Club 

Development and construction activities near ACECs 
should be required to meet the strictest guidelines for 
particulate emissions, and lighting should be of the 
type that does not directly illuminate the sky i.e, full 
cutoff lighting fixtures and luminaires should be 
mandated. (0015-2) 

Development and construction activities at individual pad areas will be very short term - on the order of two weeks. After that 
time, the well will not require lighting. 

Monitoring would be conducted and mitigation measures applied as required to meet applicable Federal and State air quality 
regulations and standards and any local standards. Potential mitigation measures could include methods to reduce fugitive 
dust from road construction and vehicular travel, emissions of pollutants from diesel engines, and gaseous emissions from 
wells and compressors. 

Atop the plateau, visual resources would be managed as Visual Resource Management (VRM) Class I in the visually 
sensitive East Fork waterfall and box canyon (protected with an NGD/NSO) and as VRM Class III for the remainder of area 
(protected with an SSR/CSU). Below the rim, most of the lands would be managed as VRM Class II, except that the areas 
near the existing utilities corridor along State Highway (SH) 13 would be managed as VRM Class IV. The VRM Class II 
areas below the rim would have an SSR/CSU, but with an NGD/NSO for the highly sensitive I-70 viewshed. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

McWillliams, Clarice 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0220-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Merritt, Patricia 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0221-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

Metzler, Caroline No drilling on the Roan Plateau. (0222-1) Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Miller, Mary D. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0223-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Millette, Robert L. 
Roaring Fork Sierra Club 
Group 

To ensure adequate protection of the Colorado River 
cutthroat trout (CRCT) and wildlife habitat in the 
Trapper/Northwater Creek and East Fork Parachute 
Creek watersheds, it is essential that all watersheds 
of these drainages be protected. Thus the proposed 
ACECs covering these areas should include the 
following: 
a) All of Northwater Creek and its tributaries (all 
tributaries must be covered by the ACEC; aside from 
the portion on private land, the headwaters of this 
creek should not be excluded as shown in the 
present ACEC plans). 
b) All tributaries of East Fork of Parachute Creek 
(including Ben Good Creek, the next tributary above 
Ben Good Cr., and the complete upstream reaches of 
all upstream tributaries). 
Thus, to fully protect the fish and wildlife in these 
drainages from creek bottoms to ridge tops, complete 
watersheds of these creeks should be included in the 
ACECs. Without this protection, industry spills at or 
near the ridge tops could jeapordize the survival of 
the CRCT and wildlife habitat in the drainages below. 
Ideally, adequate watershed protection should 
require that all 34,758 acres of the plateau above the 
rim be designated as an ACEC as described under 
Alternative II of the draft RMP/EIS. (0224-1) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.]) The BLM Manual 
1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and 
importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this 
analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and 
important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management prescriptions for each ACEC were 
considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Millette, Robert L. 
Roaring Fork Sierra Club 
Group 

To provide adequate protection for big game winter 
ranges, migration corridors, and habitat, the areas 
encompassed by the Anvil Points and Magpie Gulch 
ACECs should be expanded to 10,226 acres and 
5,885 acres, respectively. (0224-2) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.]) The BLM Manual 
1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and 
importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this 
analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and 
important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management prescriptions for each ACEC were 
considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft RMPA/EIS, following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The 
boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft 
RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating 
Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the 
proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. 
Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the 
Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total 
area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. 
The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface 
use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management prescriptions and actions. 

Millette, Robert L. 
Roaring Fork Sierra Club 
Group 

The proposed ACECs should protect all lands in the 
RPPA having wilderness character. (0224-3) 

Thereare no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources 
with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided to not manage any areas to specifically 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, 
including ACECs relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These 
include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled 
Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and five Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 2) Specific 
management prescriptions for the ACECs many of which can be added as part of Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural 
gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff 
control; 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). In 
addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these restrictions/stipulations, management 
prescriptions, and management actions will result in maintenance of existing wilderness characteristics. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Millette, Robert L. 
Roaring Fork Sierra Club 
Group 

The BLM should give the highest priority to protecting 
all of the Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. Agency regulations and 
federal law (FLPMA) require that the BLM give 
priority to protecting ACECs when amending its land 
use plans. Adequate protection will not come from 
voluntary efforts on the part of the industry. Since any 
industrial development will extend well into the future, 
impact analysis of oil and gas development should 
extend way beyond the 20 year time frame described 
in the current ACEC plan. And, most importantly, to 
minimize the impacts of development on fish and 
wildlife resources, the ACECs must be established 
and managed in a manner that is consistent with with 
Colorado Habitat Stewardship Act of 2007. Moreover, 
the ACECs should be closed to all oil and gas 
leasing; the BLM has discretion to do this. But, if 
leased, these areas must be protected by 
non-modifiable NGD/NSO stipulations. (0224-4) 

Throughout the Roan Plateau land use planning process, BLM has given priority to the assessment, designation, and 
management of potential ACECs. Please refer to Comment Response #1 for a complete summary of this guidance and 
process. 

Millette, Robert L. 
Roaring Fork Sierra Club 
Group 

The BLM should reopen consultation with the 
governor's office: Now that Governor Ritter has been 
granted a 120 day period to review the Roan Record 
of Decision and the ACEC plan, the BLM should hold 
any decisions on the Roan Plateau's ACECs, and 
allow the governor to review the Roan Plan in its 
entirety. (0224-5) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Minnihan, Michael 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0225-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Mir, Marc 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0226-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Mischlich, William Just one mistake and a watershed is ruined. (0227-1) The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Montgomery, Sally 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0228-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Morris, Sandi 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0229-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Moseley, Claire M. 
Public Lands Advocacy 

We do not agree that the proposed ACECs within the 
Naval Oil Shale Reserves Numbers 1 and 3 comport 
with the intent of the previously identified law to 
transfer these lands to BLM for oil and gas leasing. 
(0230-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria for ACEC designation, as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. 

Moseley, Claire M. 
Public Lands Advocacy 

Our concern remains that BLM failed to weigh the 
comparative benefits and costs among all resource 
values during this plan revision, including the 
proposal to establish the four aforementioned 
ACECs. The DEIS made no attempt to quantify the 
costs associated with restrictions on the development 
of oil and gas resources. (0230-2) 

The Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS) examined a number 
of alternatives regarding oil and gas leasing and stipulations, including those addressing relevant and important resources 
within the proposed ACECs. The oil and gas lease stipulations and mitigation measures, including the phased development, 
were necessary to reduce surface disturbance, while balancing oil and gas recovery with the protection of other surface 
uses and resources. 

Mozian, Susan Keep ACECs closed to oil and gas drilling. (0034-1) Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Mozian, Susan Expand the ACECs to 36,145 acres and protect the 
entire watershed. (0034-2) 

The size and location of the ACECs was based on an analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and 
important values for each ACEC. 

Mozian, Susan ACECs require mandatory protections to ensure 
winter range, migration corridors, and other important 
wildlife habitat. (0034-3) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Natural Resources 
Defense Council, FORM 
41301copies 

Form Letter #1 (0231-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Nazor, Craig 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0232-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Neal, Michael 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0233-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Nelson, Posey 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0234-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Neubecker, Ken 
Colorado Trout Unlimited 

1a) Placing a boundary for ACECs on East Fork 
Parachute Creek and Trapper/Northwater Creek 
based on slope angle, and promoting full 
development of the ridgelines for energy exploration 
and production, does not recognize the reality of how 
watersheds function. 

1b) We would encourage the BLM to make the entire 
watersheds Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 

1c) For the ACECs to be truly protected, the entire 
watershed, including the ridgetops, must be included. 
(0235-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Planning Area in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document 
was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) 
As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning process. These ACECs, 
their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management prescriptions for each 
ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, 
including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado 
Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) 
and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within 
the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special 
surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed 
Management Area (Table 2.3). 

Neubecker, Ken 
Colorado Trout Unlimited 

For the ACECs to be truly protected, the entire 
watershed, including the ridgetops, must be included. 
(0235-1 cont'd) 

Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the 
Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). 

Neubecker, Ken 
Colorado Trout Unlimited 

The East Fork Parachute Creek and 
Trapper/Northwater Creek ACECs should be subject 
to strict NSO/NGD requirements, and to range 
management strategies that protect fish habitat. 
(0235-2) 

Specific surface use restrictions/stipulations have been applied to all the relevant and important resources within the four 
ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Appendix C). 

3/12/2008 Page 196 of 301
 



Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Neubecker, Ken 
Colorado Trout Unlimited 

Along these same lines we would request that cattle 
be excluded by fencing from the riparian areas along 
all of the streams in the East Fork Parachute Creek 
and Trapper/Northwater Creek ACECs, with the 
exception of spaced access to the streams for 
crossing and drinking. (0235-3) 

This is an implementation-level decision which will be given full consideration during planning implementation management 
actions such as reviewing Allotment Management Plans (AMPs) and renewing grazing permits (ROD, Section 6.2.5 Grazing 
and Rangeland General Management Decisions and Management Actions). 

Nicholas, Corasue 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau. (0236-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Nichols, Sara 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0237-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Nonnenmacher, Christine 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0238-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Notkin, Debbie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau is important and must be 
preserved. (0239-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

OBrien, MD, Steven BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. These 
should be closed to oil and gas drilling, or protected 
with nonmodifiable No Ground Disturbance (NGD) 
rules. (0035-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

OBrien, MD, Steven The ACECs should be expanded to 36,145 acres and 
strengthened to protect entire watersheds. (0035-2) 

The size and location of the ACECs was based on an analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and 
important values for each ACEC. 

OBrien, MD, Steven Lands at the base that provide winter range, 
migration corridors, and other important wildlife 
habitat should be protected. (0035-3) 

It is important to note that in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management 
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). This was the result of analyzing the comments and 
information received from the public on the Draft RMPA/EIS, consultation with the Cooperating Agencies, and additional 
evaluation of the ACEC relevant and important values. (As documented for the Roan Plateau Planning Area in the 
Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). [Note: This document was revised in 2007 
to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.] 
Special consideration was given to protect natural resources and values, including Areas of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be 
applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with 
native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control.designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Ochsner, Carol Please take the long view and permit only well 
thought-out and environmentally sound drilling. 
(0240-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Oden, Marilyn We have sufficient rules and regulations to continue 
protecting the 21,000 acres of the Roan Plateau as 
is. 
(0241-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Olsen, Valerie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0242-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Owen, Tom 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I hope you protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern, especially to more oil 
and gas drilling. (0243-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Parks, Gary Remember the land belongs to the people not the big 
money in oil and gas that directs the policy of the 
BLM. (0019-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Patterson, Skye 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0244-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Penzel, Tom Your regulations require that the BLM give priority to 
protecting these areas of critical environmental 
concern. (0023-1) 

The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing special management prescriptions which can be added as 
part of COAs. These are listed in Table 2-2. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR/ and TL restrictions, additional 
actions include those such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These measures to 
conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values through 
application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. Protective stipulations and restrictions such as NGD/NSO, CSU/SSRs, and TL are not applied to ACECs as a 
whole but apply to the resource. 

Penzel, Tom If leased, these areas must be protected with 
non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance stipulations. 
(0023-2) 

The Proposed RMPA follows the multiple-use mandate set out by FLPMA in 43 U.S.C. 1712. The BLM involved 
communities and local governments extensively as cooperating agencies where appropriate in preparation of the Proposed 
Plan. Their input and expertise was used throughout the process. Given varying perspectives, consensus among all parties 
was not achieved. All concerns, however, were addressed and incorporated to the extent practicable within the range of 
alternatives considered and analyzed, as required by the NEPA. Although the BLM acknowledges a large amount of support 
for protecting the top of the Roan Plateau from natural gas drilling, it is also important to note that a significant portion of the 
local community and other stakeholders expressed a desire to see as much production of natural gas from BLM lands in the 
planning area as practicable. 

Measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final 
EIS, which emphasizes natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, 
directed management actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU 
restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all long-term 
ground-disturbing activities, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Waivers to stipulations would only be allowed under strictly defined circumstances, and in consideration of the need to 
protect resources. In many cases, this would include consultation with CDOW and/or USFWS. As stated in 43 C.F.R. 
3101.1-4, a stipulation included in an oil and gas lease shall be subject to modification or waiver only if the authorized officer 
determines that the factors leading to its inclusion in the lease have changed sufficiently to make the protection provided by 
the stipulation no longer justified or if proposed operations would not cause unacceptable impacts. Accordingly, the BLM 
authorized officer would only make such a determination based on an analysis of potential impacts to resources or based on 
consideration of necessary protections. Further, as required by 43 C.F.R. 3101.1-4, public notification and at least a 30-day 
public comment period are required before any waiver would be granted. 

Development will only be allowed where the BLM has identified protective measures. Development of permitting-level 
mitigation measures are implementation-level decisions made when site-specific proposals are brought forward to the BLM 
and are not within the scope of this planning process. Also, Conditions of Approval (COA) for surface disturbing activities 
may be applied in the future for such site-specific proposals. 

Exceptions, modifications, and waivers are described in Appendix F of the ROD. 

Perkins, Owen A. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge the BLM to protect the Roan Plateau's 
outstanding natural values for present and future 
generations. (0245-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Persson, Charles Would like to see more protection for the Roan 
Plateau. (0017-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Persson, Charles Concerned about water quality. Is the Roan Plateau a 
source for municipal water supplies? (0017-2) 

The BLM would identify almost the entire top of the plateau as the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (WMA). 
The WMA would be protected with Site-Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions. These 
restrictions enable BLM to require that a proposed surface disturbance associated with a permitted land use or management 
action be relocated by more than 200 meters if necessary to protect watershed processes that support fisheries, botanical 
resources, and municipal water supplies. 

Peterson, James and 
Hensley 

The BLM should give priority to protecting all of the 
Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern. (0246-1) 

The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing special management prescriptions which can be added as 
part of COAs. These are listed in Table 2-2. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR/ and TL restrictions, additional 
actions include those such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These measures to 
conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values through 
application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. Protective stipulations and restrictions such as NGD/NSO, CSU/SSRs, and TL are not applied to ACECs as a 
whole but apply to the resource. 

Peterson, James and 
Hensley 

BLM should designate all ACECs as qualifying lands. 
(0246-2) 

The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more refined analysis by BLM of 
specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Peterson, James and 
Hensley 

All lands meeting Wilderness Study Area criteria 
should be included in ACECs. (0246-4) 

To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined 
type of recreation and contain ecological, geological or other features of scientific, scenic or historic value. In addition, 
human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, nor will any areas 
be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for the ecologically and 
visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness characteristics. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Peterson, James and 
Hensley 

ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or 
protected with non-modifiable No Ground 
Disturbance rules. (0246-4) 

The Proposed RMPA follows the multiple-use mandate set out by FLPMA in 43 U.S.C. 1712. The BLM involved 
communities and local governments extensively as cooperating agencies where appropriate in preparation of the Proposed 
Plan. Their input and expertise was used throughout the process. Given varying perspectives, consensus among all parties 
was not achieved. All concerns, however, were addressed and incorporated to the extent practicable within the range of 
alternatives considered and analyzed, as required by the NEPA. Although the BLM acknowledges a large amount of support 
for protecting the top of the Roan Plateau from natural gas drilling, it is also important to note that a significant portion of the 
local community and other stakeholders expressed a desire to see as much production of natural gas from BLM lands in the 
planning area as practicable. 

Measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final 
EIS, which emphasizes natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, 
directed management actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU 
restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations for the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all 
long-term ground-disturbing activities, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Waivers to stipulations would only be allowed under strictly defined circumstances, and in consideration of the need to 
protect resources. In many cases, this would include consultation with CDOW and/or USFWS. As stated in 43 C.F.R. 
3101.1-4, a stipulation included in an oil and gas lease shall be subject to modification or waiver only if the authorized officer 
determines that the factors leading to its inclusion in the lease have changed sufficiently to make the protection provided by 
the stipulation no longer justified or if proposed operations would not cause unacceptable impacts. Accordingly, the BLM 
authorized officer would only make such a determination based on an analysis of potential impacts to resources or based on 
consideration of necessary protections. Further, as required by 43 C.F.R. 3101.1-4, public notification and at least a 30-day 
public comment period are required before any waiver would be granted. 

Development will only be allowed where the BLM has identified protective measures. Development of permitting-level 
mitigation measures are implementation-level decisions made when site-specific proposals are brought forward to the BLM 
and are not within the scope of this planning process. Also, Conditions of Approval (COA) for surface disturbing activities 
may be applied in the future for such site-specific proposals. 

Exceptions, modifications, and waivers are described in Appendix F of the ROD. 

Peterson, James and 
Hensley 

ACECs should be expanded. (0246-5) While the four ACECs occupy a somewhat smaller area than under Alternative II, the basis of this revision was a more 
refined analysis by the BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. Thus, a 
comparable level of management emphasis on, and protection of, those values would also apply despite the smaller area. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Phemister, Mark 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0247-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Phipps, A. Paulette 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0248-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Pierce, Richard K. I urge you at the very least, to preserve the ACECs 
on the Roan Plateau. (0249-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Pillars, Sabrina 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0251-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Piotrowski, Nancy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0252-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Plant, Leah Please do not allow any development on the Roan 
Plateau. 
(0003-1) 

The natural resources in the Roan Plateau Planning Area have been carefully considered within the multiple use context of 
all BLM land use decisions. 

Polya, Lance 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. (0253-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Polya, Lance 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau should be closed to oil and gas 
leasing. (0253-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Press, Robert 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0254-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Price, George and Carol 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0255-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Quinn, David 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0256-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Ralston, Aron Expand the ACECs to 36,000 acres. (0022-1) The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Ralston, Aron Include all wilderness quality lands in the ACECs, 
both above and below the rim. (0022-2) 

To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined 
type of recreation and contain ecological; geological; or other features of scientific, scenic, or historic value. In addition, 
human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, nor will any areas 
be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for the ecologically and 
visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness characteristics. 

Ralston, Aron Close the ACECs to oil and gas drilling, or at the very 
least implement Zero Ground Disturbing policies. 
(0022-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Ramsey, Jonathan 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I am requesting that BLM expand the ACEC. 
(0257-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Rapp, Neville 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0258-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Ravenwood, Denise 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0259-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Remington, Allen and 
Janet 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to preserve and expand this spectacularly 
beautiful and popular wilderness area of ACEC and 
close it to oil and gas drilling. (0260-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Renaker, Mary 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0261-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Rinehart, Mark Please keep the gas drillers off this critical habitat for 
wildlife. (0029-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Rinio, L 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0262-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The plan contains what appears to be an unfortunate 
typo with substantive consequences here: "Maintain 
or improve Colorado River cutthroat trout habitat. 
This may be accomplished by habitat improvement 
and by preventing or minimizing ecological function 
throughout the WMA." (0338-1) 

This was corrected in the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD). 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The BLM must ensure that Special Status species 
are protected during remediation work at the Anvil 
Points facility and Anvil Points Mine. (0338-2) 

Actions and decisions for remediation of the Anvil Points facility (which includes the Anvil Points Mine portal) are being 
conducted under the direction of the BLM Colorado State Director, as authorized by the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). As such, all sensitive plant species populations and individuals, 
including the Parachute penstemon, will be protected to the extent of law and regulations during removal and remediation 
activities. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-77, paragraph 2; p.2-80, paragraph 1: Here the 
plan uses the "high risk" and "moderate risk" 
categories for Colorado River cutthroat trout habitat 
as well as the 10% streambank damage threshold, 
which have been discarded from the rest of the plan. 
(0338-3) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the proposed Areas 
of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The Record of 
Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the 
proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus responses only on 
comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-83, paragraph 1: The plan's language suggests 
that the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area encompasses, among other areas, the 
proposed ACECs. But Map 1 shows the WMA as 
encompassing most of the rest of the top of the 
plateau outside the ACEC areas. The (0338-4) 

This has been clarified in the ACEC Record of Decision. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Management provisions for the WMA should apply as 
minimum protective standards within the ACECs as 
well. This should be clarified. (0338-5) 

This has been clarified in the ACEC Record of Decision. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

P. 2-83-85: This section is confusing and repetitive. 
(0338-6) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the proposed Areas 
of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The Record of 
Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the 
proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus responses only on 
comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Map 22: This is particularly difficult to interpret. 
(0338-7) 

This has been clarified in the ACEC Record of Decision. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

P. 4-64, Table 4-14: The plan asserts that the 
proposed oil and gas mitigations will provide more 
benefits to Special Status plant species than the 
Preferred Alternative, when the plan actually 
significantly weakens the protections that the BLM 
will provide. The plan dropped NGD/NSO for all 
Special Status plant species except DeBeque 
phacelia and Parachute penstemon, and also 
dropped NGD/NSO for significant plant communities 
(which were all aspects of the preferred alternative). 
The plan also dropped NBD/NSO for potential habitat 
for Candidate plant species and for high risk plant 
habitat (both were parts of the Preferred Alternative). 
The Plan also states that now five populations of 
Special Status plants will not be protected by any 
surface disturbance restrictions. BLM should not 
ignore the expertise of its sister agency, and should 
reinstate all of the above protections for rare plants 
and plant communities. (0338-8) 

Under the Record of Decision (June 2007), the BLM provides NGD/NSO stipulations to protect Candidate plant species 
populations. Potential habitat for candidate species, where populations have not been identified, would be protected through 
the use of SSR/CSU stipulations. NGD/NSO protection would be extended if any plant is given Candidate or listed 
Threatened and Endangered (T&E) status under the Endangered Species Act in the future. Candidate and sensitive species 
are treated separately in the Record of Decision. Sensitive species, such as the Roan Cliffs blazingstar, would be protected 
through the use of a SSR/CSU stipulation. Additional measures may be required during the permitting process as a result of 
an implementation decision. With specific reference to the DeBeque milkvetch, this BLM sensitive species would be 
protected by a SSR/CSU on new leases and conditions of approval for issuance of drilling permits and rights-of-way for 
existing leases. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

NEPA requires that mitigations be effective. But the 
BLM is assuming that effective oil and gas 
reclamation is possible, without a demonstrated track 
record, and is doing some sleight of hand about what 
level of disturbance will be allowed at any one time 
(e.g., allowing unlimited exploratory drilling, not 
counting well pads toward disturbance). But it does 
not seem like the BLM has fully considered the 
difficulties associated with the reclamation. (0338-9) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposedACECs as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan 
Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the proposed ACECs, was 
signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus responses only on comments specifically relating to 
the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

pp. C-4-5: The objective for this NSO stipulation is 
listed as: "Protect occupied and immediately adjacent 
potential habitat for the maintenance or recovery of 
species listed under the Endangered Species Act or 
by the State of Colorado as threatened or 
endangered (including proposed or candidate 
species under the ESA)." However, other parts of the 
plan do not suggest that state-listed wildlife will be 
protected by NSO stipulations, or that potential 
habitat for ANY species will be protected. (0338-10) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. C-6, top: This indicates that only 31 acres of 
endangered species have been mapped in the 
planning area, but page C-6, paragraph 1 indicates 
that the BLM has mapped 32 acres of bald eagle nest 
and winter roost sites alone. (0338-11) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-7, top: The plan allows unlimited exploratory 
drilling, yet does not consider the impacts of this 
drilling. (0338-12) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-7, paragraph 1: The plan does not define the 
following terms: "substantial completion", "diligent 
drilling", "sufficient to recover the oil and gas 
resource", "satisfactory attainment", and "nearing full 
development." (0338-13) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-13, top: The plan states, "specific protections 
would be applied to special status wildlife and 
sensitive wildlife habitats or areas" without explaining 
what these protections would entail or how they 
would be applied. (0338-14) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The plan does not define "other habitats needed to 
sustain threatened or endangered species." 
(0338-15) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the proposed Areas 
of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The Record of 
Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the 
proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus responses only on 
comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

P. 2-32, paragraph 1, p. 2-34, top: The plan calls for 
the enhancement of "native and other desirable plant 
communities" without explaining which nonnative 
plant communities would be desirable and why. 
(0338-16) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the proposed Areas 
of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The Record of 
Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres encompassing the 
proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus responses only on 
comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-42, top: The plan states, "Any species which 
may be listed and candidate species, would be 
protected through application of a NGD/NSO" without 
explaining how it will determine which species may 
be listed. (0338-17) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-44, top: The plan states, "Apply a NGD/NSO to 
areas adjacent to streams containing Colorado River 
cutthroat trout without specifying the extent of this 
buffer. (0338-18) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-56, top: The plan states, "implement innovative 
reclamation and performance-based monitoring 
standards" without defining these in terms or tying 
them to Appendices I and J. (0338-19) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-59, paragraph 4: The plan applies NSO to "high 
value special status fish species habitat" without 
defining this term in the stipulation. (0338-20) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-72, paragraph 1: The plan states, "Apply 
NGD/NSO restrictions within occupied habitat or 
within the immediately adjacent ecosystem 
processes that support candidate plants" without 
defining how to determine the extent of these areas. 
(0338-21) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-90, paragraph 1: The plan calls for a minimum 
presence of 10% of each aspen size/age class 
without defining these categories. This may not be 
practical for aspen anyway if cyclical or regional 
recruitment patterns naturally tend to lead to full 
stand replacement events. (0338-22) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. C-5, paragraph 1; p. c-9, top: The plan allows 
exception of raptor nest sites and riparian and 
wetland habitat NSOs if "no practicable alternative is 
available" without defining "practicable" or how this 
would be determined. (0338-23) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. C-9, top: The plan indicates that riparian and 
wetland habitat NSOs may be exepted "if BLM 
determines that...revegetation success can be 
achieved within 2 years" without documenting how it 
would make this assessment. (0338-24) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. J-2, top: One of the objectives/success criteria for 
interim reclamation is "Restore wildlife habitat and 
livestock forage." This does not specify what type of 
wildlife habitat, how much forage, or how success 
would be measured. None of the interim reclamation 
objectives/success criteria are really measurable or 
well-defined. (0338-25) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. J-2, paragraph 1: The plan sets goals for 
cheatgrass cover in areas that are to be reclaimed 
that are based on cover in "adjacent lands," but the 
BLM should specify that these adjacent lands should 
be undisturbed. (0338-26) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-7, paragraph 1: The plan claims that impacts 
"would be limited to only one portion of the upper 
plateau at any given time," when, in actuality, the 
BLM is simultaneously authorizing the disturbance of 
the area currently under development, the area being 
reclaimed from past development, and any other 
areas that are undergoing exploratory drilling. 
(0338-27) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-9, paragraph 1: Disturbed areas meeting interim 
reclamation goals should not be removed from the 
running total, because they have not been 
successfully reclaimed. Using the BLM's proposed 
approach could easily lead to significantly more than 
1% of the top of the plateau being classified as 
disturbed five years into the drilling process, when 
suddenly many "reclaimed" areas are reclassified as 
"disturbed" because 5-year standards are not yet 
met. (0338-28) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

page 2-9, paragraph 2: The plan states, "1 acre of 
unreclaimed area per pad would not count toward the 
unreclaimed total to accommodate unavoidable 
long-term disturbance associated with operating 
wells." This long-term disturbance is of particular 
concern, and these sites may be the most difficult to 
effectively reclaim. Well pads shoudl not be excluded 
from surface disturbance calculations or impacts 
analysis. (0338-29) 

This is to be clarified further before leasing occurs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-12, paragraph 2: The BLM employs a buffer 
involving distance from riparian vegetation rather 
than the more conventional floodplain standard 
without explaining why this choice was made. 
(0338-30) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p.2-12, paragraph 3: The BLM claims that the plan 
will use prevention strategies in dealing with noxious 
weeds but does not explain how. (0338-30 cont'd) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-13, paragraph 1: This section suggests that only 
genetically pure Colorado River cutthroat trout in the 
planning area will be granted protections. Populations 
that were not completely genetically pure would still 
be on conservation concern. (0338-31) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-13, paragraph 2: The plan states, "An SSR/CSU 
would also apply to habitats for any BLM sensitive 
species" without explaining how these habitats will be 
identified and what surface use restrictions would be 
required. Here and elsewhere in the plan, the BLM 
simply relies on oil and gas lease stipulations to 
manage for Special Status Species, when the plan 
actually authorizes many other uses as well. The plan 
should provide a blueprint for recovery for each 
Special Status Species in the area. (0338-32) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-15, paragraphs 1 and 2: The plan defers most 
grazing management decisionmaking to some later 
date without even setting a schedule: "Allotment 
Management Plans (AMPs) would be developed, 
implemented, and evaluated on a regular basis, with 
priority for allotments not meeting Land Health 
Standards." Yet the BLM is making oil and gas 
decisions in this plan. Lands used for oil and gas 
development will likely be less available for grazing. 
By making oil and gas land use allocations in this 
plan without truly addressing grazing management at 
the same time, the BLM is prioritizing oil and gas over 
grazing rather than truly meeting its multiple use 
mandate. (0338-33) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

pp. 2-42-42: The plan still leaves the lynx and 
Mexican spotted owl out of its prescription for Special 
Status fish and wildlife. (0338-34) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-51, top: The plan proposes revocation of the oil 
shale withdrawal, but does not truly analyze potential 
impacts from oil shale development. It should either 
retain the withdrawal and not concern itself with oil 
shale impacts, or revoke the withdrawal and fully 
analyze oil shale impacts--the BLM cannot open the 
area up to oil shale without considering the potential 
impacts. (0338-35) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-64: The BLM still proposes to allow coal leasing 
and mining without having adequately analyzed 
potential impacts. (0338-36) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page 2-77-82: The plan does not seem to address 
management of nonnative fish in ACECs. (0338-37) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page2-84, top: The plan never seems to require 
surveys for rare plants and/or rare plant habitat prior 
to disturbance. (0338-38) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 3-26, paragraph 2: Throughout the plan the BLM 
reports on grazing allotments that have serious 
ecological problems without proposing substantial 
changes in management to address these. (0338-39) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-59-60; p. 2-75, paragraph 2: Throughout the 
plan, DeBeque phacelia and Parachute penstemon 
are accorded special protections specifically because 
they are Candidates for Endangered Species Act 
protection. For exapmle, p. 2-72 states, "Apply 
NGD/NSO restrictions within occupied habitat or 
within the immediately adjacent ecosystem 
processes that supports candidate plants" and "Apply 
SSR/CSU restrictions within potential 
habitat/ecosystem processes for candidate plants" 
without extending these protections to Sensitive 
species as well, as the BLM Manual requires. 
(0338-40) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The Service recommended no exceptions to 
NGD/NSO on p. 6-34 #16, but the BLM refused to do 
this. (0338-41) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. J-3, paragraph 6: The plan goes out of its way to 
ensure that reclamation practices and standards in 
the plan are not enforceable. (0338-42) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 6-22, #2-3: In the response to comments, the BLM 
acknowledges that both fugitive dust and dust 
suppression can have environmental impacts, but 
does not seem to consider these in either its impacts 
analysis or mitigations. Instead, it simply states that it 
will deal with these issues at the APD stage. Dust is a 
major concern for rare plants and for the spread of 
noxious weeds. (0338-43) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 6-32, #6: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
provided input about the mitigations for pits that must 
be implemented. The BLM ignored these. (0338-44) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 6-33, #10: The Service recommended avoidance 
of introducing competitive species during 
revegetation in Special Status plant species habitat, 
but this does not seem to be included in the plan. 
(0338-45) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The plan does not provide Candidate-level 
protections to other Special Status Species, as the 
BLM Manual requires. (0338-46) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The plan does not manage for ACECs as the BLM 
requires. The BLM purports to respond to this issue 
on pages 36-37 of the June 7th letter, but the 
response is actually little more than a reiteration of 
the BLM's position that protecting the values within 
an ACEC is adequate-there is no need to conserve 
the ACEC itself. We still believe that this is 
misinterpretation of FLPMA and BLM Manual 
direction. FLPMA states, "In the development and 
revision of land use plans, the Secretary shall-...1. 
give priority to the designation and protection of 
areas of critical environmental concern..." FLPMA 
Title II Sec. 202(c) [43 USC 1712]. The protections 
are to be afforded to the area itself, not merely the 
values the area contains. (0338-47) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Planning Area in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document 
was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) 
As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning process. These ACECs, 
their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management prescriptions for each 
ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, 
including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado 
Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) 
and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within 
the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special 
surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed 
Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is 
considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced 
management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources 
throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record Of Decision 
(ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed 
management prescriptions and actions. In addition, management of special status plant species is given considerable 
consideration throughout the Proposed Plan, as incorporated into the ROD, Section 6.1.9 Special Status Plants and 
Significant Plant Communities, General Management Decisions and Management Actions. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The BLM should consider how management outside 
of directly occupied plant habitat may affect plant 
populations, and should ensure that ACECs act as 
actual preserves for rare species. p. 2-28, top; p. 
2-32, top; p. 2-65-66; p. 2-71, top: In the plan, the 
BLM has taken the unusual position of proposing 
ACECs which are designated merely to highlight the 
presence of the values they contain. The BLM 
proposes to apply special management to these 
values wherever they occur in the planning area 
(mostly via oil and gas lease stipulations), and 
explicitly states that no actual special management 
will be prescribed in the ACECs themselves. 
(0338-48) 

Please see response to Comment #46 which summarizes how the BLM followed Manual 1613: Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACECs) throughout the Roan Plateau land use planning process. In addition, active management 
for ACEC relevant and important values was incorporated into the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final 
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), as specific management prescriptions 
detailed in Table 2-2. These management prescriptions were included in the analysis of environmental consequences of the 
Proposed Plan, as disclosed in the EIS. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

The Manual also clearly expects active management 
in designated ACECs rather than just passive 
designation. (0338-48 cont'd) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

By choosing to only conserve the individual values 
within the proposed ACECs rather than providing 
management that will conserve the ACECs 
themselves, the BLM has failed to mitigate for these 
indirect effects. (0338-48 cont'd) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 2-35, paragraph 1: The preferred alternative 
contained the following prescription which was 
dropped from the plan: "Authorize only those uses or 
activities that would result in no negative impacts 
(direct or indirect) on riparian/wetland systems, and 
would not impair their ability to achieve or exceed 
PFC." The plan should document why this 
prescription is no longer necessary. (0338-49) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page2-47, paragraph 1: In contrast to the preferred 
alternative, the plan permits an ORV play area at 
Hubbard Mesa without adequately analyzing the 
associated impacts. (0338-50) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page2-61, paragraph 2: Less of the planning area is 
now subject to BMPs/COAs than in the preferred 
alternative, and it is unclear why, and how this will 
affect impacts. (0338-51) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

p. 4-73, paragraph 2: The BLM still has not taken a 
hard look at its impact to lynx. The agency must 
consult with the Service on this and other matters. 
(0338-52) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page3-54, paragraph 3: A sixth population of 
Parachute penstemon, mostly found on private land 
but partly extending onto BLM surface, was 
confirmed in 2005. (0338-53) 

The Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002) summarized all information concerning 
relevant and important ACEC values at that time. This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and 
data, including the status of known occurrences of Parachute penstemon. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page3-63, paragraph 4: The plan claims that the U. 
S. Fish and Wildlife Service has determined that 
Endangered Species Act listing is not warranted for 
the Colorado River cutthroat trout. The courts have 
thrown out the Service's flawed 90-day finding, and 
have ordered the Service to complete a full status 
review. (0338-54) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Part3-65, paragraph 3: The BLM may want to add 
that the northern leopard frog in the western U.S. has 
been petitioned for Endangered Species Act listing. 
(0338-55) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page 3-67, paragraph 4: The BLM may want to add 
that the Columbian sharp-tailed grouse has been 
petitioned for Endangered Species Act listing. 
(0338-56) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 
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Robertson, Erin 
Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Page3-68, paragraph 1: The BLM may want to add 
that the Service is reviewing the wolverine's status to 
determine whether Endangered Species Act listing is 
warranted. (0338-57) 

The BLM has carefully considered your comment and has determined it pertains to the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau 
Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006), not the 
proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) as described in Federal Register Notice of June 11, 2007. The 
Record of Decision (ROD) for the Roan Plateau Resource Plan Amendment, excepting approximately 21,000 acres 
encompassing the proposed ACECs, was signed on June 8, 2007. Consequently, at this time, the BLM must focus 
responses only on comments specifically relating to the proposed ACECs. 

Robinson, Leslie Please set aside as much of the Roan Plateau, if not 
all, to energy development until a national crisis is 
declared. Then it will be time to open the vault. 
(0263-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Rose, Kathryn 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0264-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Rudin, David 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0265-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Rund, Tami 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0266-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Runkel, Kathy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please save the Roan Plateau. (0267-1) The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Rynear, Juliet 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

ACECs should be expanded to include all lands with 
ACEC and wilderness study area criteria. (0268-1) 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a 
primitive and unconfined type of recreation and contain ecological, geological or other features of scientific, scenic or historic 
value. In addition, human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, 
nor will any areas be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for 
the ecologically and visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness 
characteristics. 

Rynear, Juliet 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Protections for ACECs should be strengthened to 
protect entire watersheds that are vital for native trout 
streams. (0268-2) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Sanford, Floyd 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0269-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Sanford, Janis 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0270-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Santi, Karin 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0271-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Santorini, Eva 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0272-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

Sasso, John Please consider future generations before damaging 
the land we hold so dear. (0273-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Schachat, Robin 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0274-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Schnee, Hal 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0275-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Schoenhoff, Doris 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I am writing to request your protection of the Roan 
Plateau. (0276-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Schoenhoff, Doris 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Roan Plateau should be closed to oil and gas 
leasing. (0276-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Schubert, Derek 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I stand with a majority of the public, local 
communities, and the Colorado Division of Wildlife 
when I urge you to expand the Roan Plateau ACECs 
to include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study 
area criteria, to protect additional wildlife habitat at 
the base of the plateau, and to expand the scope of 
the ACEC to encompass watersheds that feed the 
streams that are home to native trout. (0277-1) 

The BLM acknowledges a large amount of support for protecting the top of the Roan Plateau from natural gas drilling. It is 
important, however, to note that some members of the local community and other stakeholders expressed a desire to see as 
much production of natural gas from BLM lands in the Planning Area as practicable. The BLM considered all substantive 
comments and information received from the general public, local communities, and local governments. The BLM also 
involved communities and local governments extensively, using their input and expertise as cooperating agencies in 
preparing the Proposed Plan. Further, the BLM provided the public with opportunities for input and participation throughout 
the planning effort, in accordance with the NEPA and FLPMA. 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a 
primitive and unconfined type of recreation and contain ecological; geological; or other features of scientific, scenic, or 
historic value. In addition, human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are 
designated, nor will any areas be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO 
protections for the ecologically and visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some 
wilderness characteristics. 

Schumitsch, Joe 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please open these areas to drilling. (0278-1) Thank you for you comments on the Roan Plateau Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs). Carefully controlled 
development of the natural gas reserves within the Roan Plateau Planning Area has been considered within the multiple use 
context of BLM land use decisions. 

Schwarz, Kurt 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

We continue to favor the compromise proposed by 
Colorado citizen groups, under which the cliffs and 
top of the Roan Plateau would remain closed to 
leasing. (0279-1) 

The BLM acknowledges a large amount of support for protecting the top of the Roan Plateau from natural gas drilling. It is 
important, however, to note that some members of the local community and other stakeholders expressed a desire to see as 
much production of natural gas from BLM lands in the planning area as practicable. The BLM considered all substantive 
comments and information received from the general public, local communities, and local governments. The BLM also 
involved communities and local governments extensively, using their input and expertise as cooperating agencies in 
preparing the Proposed RMPA. Further, the BLM provided the public with opportunities for input and participation throughout 
the planning effort, in accordance with the NEPA and FLPMA. 
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Schwarz, Kurt 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

We favor the expansion of the ACECs to include all 
lands with wilderness characteristics or that meet the 
criteria for ACECs, plus lands with high wildlife values 
at the base of the Roan Plateau. The management 
presecription for the ACECs should be written to give 
secure protection to wildlife habitat, wilderness 
character, and watershed values. Those ACECs on 
the upper Roan Plateau should be closed to oil and 
gas leasing, so the cliffs and top of the plateau will 
not be exposed to the impacts of development. 
(0279-2) 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a 
primitive and unconfined type of recreation and contain ecological; geological; or other features of scientific, scenic, or 
historic value. In addition, human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are 
designated, nor will any areas be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO 
protections for the ecologically and visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some 
wilderness characteristics. 
In accordance with FLPMA, the BLM is mandated to manage its lands for multiple use. Therefore, oil and gas development 
is allowed on the Roan Plateau and within ACECs but with protective stipulations. Measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final RMPA/EIS, which emphasizes 
natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management 
actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations for the protection of a variety of resources. A number of BMPS would be applied to all long-term 
ground-disturbing activities, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Sekeres, Sandy Don't drill on the Roan Plateau. (0280-1) Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Seldon, Dave 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0281-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Selzer, Leslie 
The Wilderness Workshop 

When it comes to Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACECs) Federal regulations require BLM to 
give priority to protecting ACECs when it is amending 
its land use plans. (0018-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Selzer, Leslie 
The Wilderness Workshop 

BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and 
strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to 
native trout, to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve 
backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
(0018-2) 

Please see response to Comment #1. 

Selzer, Leslie 
The Wilderness Workshop 

ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
(0018-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and five Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. specific management prescriptions for the ACECs many of which can be added as part of Conditions of 
Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious 
weed control, and runoff control. designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Selzer, Leslie 
The Wilderness Workshop 

The BLM should provide a meaningful analysis of all 
Roan Plateau lands that qualify as ACECs, and 
provide for effective public consideration and 
comment. (0018-4) 

Please see response to Comment #1 In addition, the BLM carefully considered all comments and information received from 
the general public and local communities and governments on the Draft RMPA/EIS. The BLM also involved communities 
and local governments extensively, using their input and expertise as Cooperating Agencies, in preparing the Proposed 
Plan. Further, the BLM provided the public with opportunities for input and participation throughout the planning effort, in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA). 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Selzer, Leslie 
The Wilderness Workshop 

BLM should suspend its decision on the Roan 
Plateau ACECs, allow the Governor of Colorado a 
new opportunity to review the Roan Plateau plan in 
its entirely, and include in its analysis full 
consideration of all the areas qualifying ACEC lands. 
During this review, the BLM should ensure that it 
provides for meaningful consideration and comment, 
consistent with 21st century communications 
protocols and the clear intent of public agency policy 
and federal law. (0018-5) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 

Sgamma, Kathleen 
Independant Petroleum 
Association of Mountain 
States 

IPAMS supports the BLM's decision and we believe 
the plan represents a balanced compromise that 
protects natural resources on the Roan while 
enabling development of the significant natural gas 
reserves in the NOSR. (0282-1) 

Thank you. 

Sgamma, Kathleen 
Independant Petroleum 
Association of Mountain 
States 

Further expansion of the ACECs is not necessary, 
and is inconsistent with the actual environmental 
value of the area. (0282-2) 

Thank you for you comments on the Roan Plateau Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs). Carefully controlled 
development of the natural gas reserves within the Roan Plateau Planning Area has been considered within the multiple use 
context of BLM land use decisions. 

Shafroth, Will Do not allow the destruction of one of Colorado's 
most sensitive, beautiful, and irreplaceable wild 
areas. (0283-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Sheperd, Harold 
via Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

Form Letter #1 (0284-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Sheperd, Harold 
via Center for Native 
Ecosystems 

BLM should provide a meaningful analysis of all 
Roan Plateau lands that qualify as ACECs, and 
provide for effective public comment and 
consideration. (0284-2) 

The BLMs range of alternatives included a full range of management actions which included consideration of no leasing 
atop the plateau and protective stipulations below the cliffs. The range included everything from the protection of wilderness 
characteristics and natural values (with minimal development for oil and gas resources) to a development-focused 
alternative including protection of values afforded by policy, regulation, or statute (Forty Most Asked Questions Concerning 
CEQ's NEPA Regulations, 46 Fed.Reg. 18,026, 18,031 (March 23, 1981)). The BLM complied with the requirements of 40 
C.F.R. 1502, and has analyzed a reasonable range of alternatives. In the DEIS, the BLM addressed an alternative 
(Alternative I) that would have not allowed oil and gas development on top of the plateau. Alternative II of the DEIS included 
protection of wilderness characteristics and natural values through the use of NGD/NSO stipulations, as well as the 
designation of four large ACECs (proposed to address visual, fish, wildlife, and plant values). Alternative III of the DEIS 
deferred drilling on the Upper Plateau and included mandatory protections for lands below the cliffs. Specifically, 
Alternatives I through V of the DEIS included consideration of the following major components of Alternative F: no leasing on 
top of the plateau (44,267 acres); management of 21,382 acres for the protection of wilderness characteristics in three 
areas, under FLPMA 202 (designation of WSAs is no longer considered to be within the authority of the BLM under FLPMA 
603); designation of four ACECs (totaling 36,184 acres); protection of 7,883 acres as NSO within eligible wild and scenic 
river corridors; and the 32,382 acres within an SRMA are included within the 44,267 acres of no leasing atop the plateau; 
strict management of motor vehicle travel (included in the Proposed RMPA); and timing limitations for winter range (included 
and expanded in the Proposed RMPA). 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Shepherd, Harold 
Center for Water 
Advocacy 

Form Letter #2 (0025-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs and should designate as ACECs all qualifying lands. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific 
management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS). The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final 
Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed considering 
public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, and further 
consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management 
prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations 
(Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries receive special 
management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and 
specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). 
The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study area criteria as 
well as lands at the base of the plateau with important wildlife habitat. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, key natural resources are protected in the form of: 
overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources.specific management prescriptions for the ACECs many of 
which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2). 
designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). In addition, Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to 
each site and activity. The application of these combined measures, will likely result in maintenance of some of the existing 
wilderness characteristics. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan to 
protect the ACECs relevant and important resource values within ACECs. See response above. 
BLM should provide a meaningful analysis of all Roan Plateau lands that qualify as ACECs, and provide for 
effective public comment and consideration. 
In the Roan Plateau Draft RMPA/EIS the BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all ACECs in the context of a range of 
alternatives (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations) by addressing the relevant and important values in each ACEC as 
well as specific management prescriptions designed to protect these values. The BLM determined that the 
restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions for these four proposed ACECs provide an adequate level of 
protection for the relevant and important values present. It is consistent with FLPMA, the BLM planning guidance Handbook 
H-1601-10, the BLM ACEC Handbook H-1613 and the requirement in National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze 
a full range of reasonable alternatives (40 CFR 1502.14). 
The BLM provided for effective public comment and consideration by involving the public in all phases of the planning 
process. Since initial scoping, the BLM provided planning documents, conducted public meetings, and considered and 
addressed public comments for scoping, the Draft RMPA/EIS, and ACECs. In reference to ACEC comments, the BLM 
accepted comments on the size and location of ACECs during the Draft RMPA/EIS comment period, during the protest 
period, and during the ACEC comment period. 
The BLM should suspend its decision on the Roan Plateaus ACECs, allow the Governor of Colorado a new 
opportunity to review the Roan Plateau plan in its entirety, and include in its analysis a full consideration of all the 
areas qualifying ACEC lands. 
Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. The BLM considered the Governor's comments 
in making its ACEC decisions. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

The BLM Manual 1613: ACECs requires that BLM identify areas that potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as 
defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002), revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and 
important resources. As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. Full consideration of all areas qualifying as ACEC lands was provided in the Draft RMPA/EIS. See response 
above. 
The BLM should allow these documents to be submitted electronically by individuals to the BLM. 
The BLM accepted electronic comments regarding ACECs on the BLM website throughout the comment period. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Short, Rob 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0285-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Sibul, Amy Please give due diligence, as required by law, in 
considering the scope of the ACEC designation of 
these areas of the Roan Plateau. The designation 
should include all lands meeting ACEC and 
wilderness study area criteria and surrounding 
watershed. (0286-1) 

In determining the location and size of the ACECs, the BLM based decisions on BLM analysis of specific areas containing 
the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined 
type of recreation and contain ecological; geological; or other features of scientific, scenic, or historic value. In addition, 
human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, nor will any areas 
be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for the ecologically and 
visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness characteristics. 

Siler, Jeanne 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please don't allow oil and gas drilling on Colorado's 
Roan Plateau. (0287-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Singer, Andrew 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0288-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Skiba, Doug BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. (0002-1) The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Skiba, Doug ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to 
protect the entire watersheds. (0002-2) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Skiba, Doug Traditional backcountry recreation use is 
incompatible with drilling the upper plateau. (0002-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Skiba, Doug All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife 
values should be included in an ACEC with 
mandatory and specific protections for winter range, 
migration corridors, and other important wildlife 
habitat. (0002-4) 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 

Skiba, Doug All lands meeting wilderness study area (WSA) 
criteria should be included within ACECs. (0002-5) 

To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined 
type of recreation and contain ecological; geological; or other features of scientific, scenic, or historic value. In addition, 
human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, nor will any areas 
be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for the ecologically and 
visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness characteristics. 

Skiba, Doug ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or 
protected with non-modifiable No Ground 
Disturbance rules. (0002-6) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Slingsby, Bea I am asking you to protect these lands forever. They 
are too important and there is plenty of land to 
develop for oil and gas. (0289-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Smith, Justin 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Do the right thing. (0290-1) Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 

Smith, Marc W. 
Independant Petroleum 
Association of Mountain 
States 

Please make sure that this sensible plan is put into 
effect without delay. (0291-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Smith, Marc W. 
Independant Petroleum 
Association of Mountain 
States 

THe BLM Plan is balanced compromise that protects 
natural resources on the Roan Plateau while enabling 
development of the enormous natural gas reserves in 
the NOSR. (0292-1) 

Thank you for your interest in, and comments on the Roan Plateau Planning Area. 
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Spear, John 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0293-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Stampor, Robert 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please work to protect the Roan Plateau's Areas of 
Critical Environmental Concern and nearby lands. 
(0294-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Stein, Marc 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0295-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Strawn, Michael 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0296-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Strohmeier, Gregg 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0297-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Sturgill, JD BLM should give priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0298-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Sturgill, JD BLM should designate as ACECs all qualifying lands. 
(0298-2) 

In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the 
Planning Area. After much thought and deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of 
significant oil and gas resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided to not 
manage any areas to specifically protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to 
protect natural resources and values, including ACECs relevant and important values in the form of: overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. specific management prescriptions for the ACECs many of which may be applied to Conditions of 
Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area 
(including special management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to 
all ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of 
these restrictions/stipulations, management 

Sturgill, JD ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
(0298-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Sturgill, JD Finally, the BLM should provide a meaningful 
analysis of all Roan Plateau lands that qualify as 
ACECs, and provide for effective public consideration 
and comment. (0298-4) 

In the Roan Plateau Draft RMPA/EIS the BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all ACECs in the context of a range of 
alternatives (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations) by addressing the relevant and important values in each ACEC as 
well as specific management prescriptions designed to protect these values. The BLM determined that these four proposed 
ACECs provide an adequate level of protection for the relevant and important values present. This is consistent with 
FLPMA, the BLM planning guidance Handbook H-1601-10, the BLM ACEC Handbook H-1613 and the requirement in 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze a full range of reasonable alternatives (40 CFR 1502.14). 
The BLM provided for effective public comment and consideration by involving the public in all phases of the planning 
process. Since initial scoping, the BLM provided planning documents, conducted public meetings, and considered and 
addressed public comments for scoping, the Draft RMPA/EIS, and ACECs. In reference to ACEC comments, the BLM 
accepted comments on the size and location of ACECs during the Draft RMPA/EIS comment period, during the protest 
period, and during the ACEC comment period. 

Sturgill, JD BLM should suspend its decision on the Roan 
Plateau's ACECs, allow the Governor of Colorado a 
new opportunity to review the Roan Plateau plan in 
its entirety, and include in its analysis full 
consideration of all the areas qualifying as ACEC 
land. (0298-5) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 

Sundin, Hjalman S. I do not agree with the rush to open the Roan Plateau 
to leasing and drilling at this time. (0299-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Swanson, Erik 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please reject any oil and gas drilling in this beautiful 
place. (0300-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Swink, Judith 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0301-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Taglia, Jacquelin 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

ACEC protection is mandated by law, and in this 
case the area even needs to be expanded to include 
adjacent lands and streams (including land at the 
plateau base) with their uniquely diverse wildlife and 
habitat. (0302-1) 

The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing special management prescriptions which can be added as 
part of COAs. These are listed in Table 2-2. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR/ and TL restrictions, additional 
actions includethose such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These measures to 
conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values through 
application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLsfor the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a 
primitive and unconfined type of recreation and contain ecological, geological or other features of scientific, scenic or historic 
value. In addition, human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, 
nor will any areas be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for 
the ecologically and visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness 
characteristics. 
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Tanguay, Kelly 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0303-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Tavares, Christina 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0304-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Taylor, Elfmagic 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0305-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Tharp, Francisco Please do not allow gas drilling and coal mining on 
the Roan Plateau. (0033-1) 

Thank you for your comments. In accordance with FLPMA, the natural resources in the Roan Plateau Planning Area have 
been carefully considered within the multiple use context of all BLM land use decisions. Measures to conserve and/or 
protect special and unique natural and scenic resources have been incorporated into the Final EIS, which emphasizes 
natural resource values through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management 
actions, and administrative designations. It incorporates 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations for the protection of a variety of resources. 

Thomas, Michelle 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0306-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Thompson, Anthony 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0307-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Thurston, Ruth A. 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0308-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Tibbetts, Tod BLM should givethe highest priority to protecting the 
Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern. (0036-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

Tibbetts, Tod BLM should designate as ACECs all qualifying lands 
inside the Roan Plateau Planning Area. (0036-2) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Tibbetts, Tod The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded and 
strengthened to protect entire watersheds vital for 
native trout streams, to preserve wildlife habitat, and 
to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness 
values. (0036-3) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Tibbetts, Tod ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing. 
(0036-4) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Tibbetts, Tod BLM should provide a meaningful analysis of all 
Roan Plateau lands that qualify as ACECs, and 
provide for effective public comment and 
consideration. (0036-5) 

The BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all ACECs as documented in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The BLM examined the 
relevant and important values and special management attention to protect these values during the analysis in the Draft 
RMPA/EIS and considered comments received by the public and cooperating agencies, and proposed the four ACECs be 
included in the Proposed Plan. The BLMs considerations include the determination that these ACECs provide an adequate 
level of protection for the values present. These considerations are consistent with FLPMA and BLM guidance (BLM 
Handbooks H-1601-1 and H-1613) and the requirement to analyze a range of alternatives (40 C.F.R. 1502.14). The BLM 
adequately analyzed a range of alternatives for ACEC designation (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations). 

Tibbetts, Tod I urge that the BLM suspend its decision on the Roan 
Plateau's ACECs pending completion of Governor 
Ritter's review of the Roan Plateau plan and include 
in future analysis a full consideration of all the areas 
qualifying ACEC lands. (0036-6) 

Governor Ritter's office completed a 120-day review of the Proposed Plan. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Tice, Janet 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0309-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Tollefson, Ashley 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please protect the Roan Plateau. (0310-1) The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Tonezzi, Alecia We request that exploration and drilling be done at 
alternative sites before destroying the natural 
resources and beauty of this unique area. (0311-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Torres, Jackie 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0312-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Torrey, Michele 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0313-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Tribble, Tom After all the years of study it is time to drill the Roan 
Plateau in an ecology friendly maner. (0314-1) 

The Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the Proposed Plan through administrative designations, application of protective surface use 
stipulations/restrictions, and directed management actions. The Proposed Plan comprises 12 No Ground Disturbance/No 
Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, 
and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources, as well as special management actions to be 
applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area. A number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be 
applied to ground-disturbing activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. In the 
Proposed Plan, the BLM gave priority to protecting Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) by including special 
management prescriptions, which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These 
include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. 

Troutman, Tony 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I support allowing oil and gas drilling on the Roan 
Plateau. It benefits our national energy supply, 
benefits our balance of trade, creates jobs, and 
generally improves our economy. (0315-1) 

Thank you for you comments on the Roan Plateau Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs). Carefully controlled 
development of the natural gas reserves within the Roan Plateau Planning Area has been considered within the multiple use 
context of BLM land use decisions. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Ulery, Harris 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0316-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Van Overschelde, Eliza 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Don't allow destructive oil and gas drilling in 
Colorado's Roan Plateau. (0317-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

VanDenBerg, Jan 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0318-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

VanWicklen, Betty 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0319-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 

Vawter, Glenn I am in favor of limited drilling on the Roan Plateau. 
(0009-1) 

Thank you for your interest in the BLM land use planning process. Development of the natural gas reserves within the Roan 
Plateau Planning Area has been considered within the multiple use context of all BLM land use decisions. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Vayhinger, Nancy 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0320-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Velarde, Ron D. 
Colorado Division of 
Wildlife 

First, CDOW is concerned about the decision of the 
BLM to approve the portions of the cooperative plan 
that include drilling but to hold open the portions of 
the plan that provide wildlife protections. To our 
knowledge, there is no management necessity or 
biological need for splitting the plan into two separate 
Record of Decision documents. To our 
knowledge,this is the first time that a planning 
amendment or planning process in Colorado has 
resulted in a split Record of Decision. (0321-1) 

BLM made this decision in order to expedite the planning and decision-making process. 

Velarde, Ron D. 
Colorado Division of 
Wildlife 

Secondly, the CDOW compromised heavily in 
agreeing to the small ACECs in the final plan. We 
believed at the time of the draft plan, and still believe 
today, that the ACECs identified in the 1999 EIS 
should be fully protected as ACECs with No Surface 
Occupancy stipulations. Because we were told that 
the large ACECs would not be accepted by the 
Washington staff, the DOW agreed to compromise on 
smaller ACECs. It is concerning that these smaller 
ACECs could be altered further based on additional 
public comment. Without these very minimum 
ACECs, we can say that the plan will jeopardize the 
Roan Plateau's important wildlife habitat. We persist 
in communicating that larger ACECs would more fully 
protect Colorado River cutthroat trout habitat and 
other wildlife concerns. (0321-2) 

BLM has received no substantive comments on the ACECs that would result in a reduction in size from those described in 
the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, 
August 2006). The boundaries and management of ACECs as discussed and analyzed in the Proposed Plan have been 
adopted and are described in the ACEC ROD. 

Velarde, Ron D. 
Colorado Division of 
Wildlife 

Managing the Roan Plateau by designating the four 
ACECs will meet the FLPMA mandate to provide 
balance and diversity of resource uses. It will also 
ensure that land uses be managed in a way that will 
protect the quality of the scientific, scenic, historical, 
ecological, environmental, air quality, water quality 
values, and archeological values of the RPPA. (p. 1-2 
preliminary draft of RMPA). (0321-3) 

As noted in the response to Comment #2, the boundaries and management of ACECs as discussed and analyzed in the 
Proposed Plan have been adopted and are described in the ACEC ROD. 

Velarde, Ron D. 
Department of Natural 
Resources Division of 
Wildlife 

CDOW is concerned about the decision of the BLM to 
approve the portions of the cooperative plan that 
include drilling but to hold open the portions of the 
plan that provide wildlife protections. To our 
knowledge, there is no management necessity or 
biological need for splitting the plan into two separate 
Record of Decision documents. To our knowledge, 
this is the first time that a planning amendmentor 
planning process in Colorado has resulted in a split 
Record of Decision. (0322-1) 

The BLM made this decision in order to expedite the planning and decision-making process. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Velarde, Ron D. 
Department of Natural 
Resources Division of 
Wildlife 

The CDOW compromised heavily in agreeing to the 
small ACECs in the final plan. We believed at the 
time of the draft plan, and still believe today, that the 
ACECs identified in the 1999 EIS should be fully 
protected as ACECs with No Surface Occupany 
stipulations. Without these very minimum ACECs, we 
can say that the plan will jeopardize the Roan 
Plateau's important wildlife habitat. We persist in 
communicating that larger ACECs would more fully 
protect Colorado River cutthroat trout habitat and 
other wildlife concerns. (0322-2) 

BLM has received no substantive comments on the ACECs that would result in a reduction in size from those described in 
the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, 
August 2006). The boundaries and management of ACECs as discussed and analyzed in the Proposed Plan have been 
adopted and are described in the ACEC ROD. 

Velarde, Ron D. 
Department of Natural 
Resources Division of 
Wildlife 

Managing the Roan Plateau by designating the four 
ACECs will meet the FLPMA mandate to provide 
balance and diversity of resource uses. It will also 
ensure that land uses be managed ina way that will 
protect the quality of the scientific, scenic, historical, 
ecological, environmental, air quality, water quality 
values and archaeological values of the RPPA. 
(0322-3) 

As noted in the response to Comment #2, the boundaries and management of ACECs as discussed and analyzed in the 
Proposed Plan have been adopted and are described in the ACEC ROD. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Warner, Carol 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0323-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Waterman, Ann 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please do not allow oil and gas development in the 
Roan Plateau - especially the Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern. (0324-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Waterman, Ann 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please expand the ACEC areas to protect 
endangered trout and other wildlife in this unique 
area as recommended by the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife. (0324-2) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Wellman, Lisa 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0325-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Roan Plateau RMPA/EIS: Comments and Responses 

Name/Organization Comment Response 

Wesson, William We need to plan ahead and not only save, but 
increase as much Wilderness and protected areas as 
we can. (0012-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 

White, Paula 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I am writing to you to urge you to stand up to those in 
the oil and gas industry and their friends by protecting 
the Roan Plateau's Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern. (0326-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were considered through a full range of alternatives in the 
Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in 
BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource 
values, including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the 
Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined 
(Table 2.2) and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not 
included within the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the 
application of special surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute 
Creek Watershed Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the 
Proposed Plan is considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan 
emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural 
and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 
Record of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, 
and directed management prescriptions and actions. The BLM has given priority to protecting ACECs by establishing 
special management prescriptions which may be applied to COAs. While many of these are NGD/NSO, CSU/SSR, and TL 
restrictions, additional actions include revegetation with native species, noxious weed control, and runoff control. These 
measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources emphasize natural resource values 
through application of protective surface use restrictions and stipulations, directed management actions, and administrative 
designations. There are 12 NGD/NSO restrictions, 14 SSR/CSU restrictions, and 5 TLs for the protection of a variety of 
resources. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

White, Paula 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Please expand the Roan Plateau ACECs to include 
all lands with ACEC and wilderness study area 
criteria as well as lands at the base of the plateau 
with important wildlife habitat. (0326-2) 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 

To qualify for Wilderness designation, areas must offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined 
type of recreation and contain ecological, geological or other features of scientific, scenic or historic value. In addition, 
human influence must be substantially unnoticeable. No Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) are designated, nor will any areas 
be managed specifically to protect and preserve wilderness values. However, NGD/NSO protections for the ecologically and 
visually more sensitive areas above and along the cliffs would tend to maintain some wilderness characteristics. 

Wicce, Kunda 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau ACECs should be expanded to 
include all lands with ACEC and wilderness study 
area criteria. (0327-1) 

Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are already protected 
throughout the Planning Area by NGDs/NSOs, CSUs/SSRs, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by CDOW in 
the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas would be protected 
by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW would be protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 

Wicce, Kunda 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

The Roan Plateau ACECs should be closed to oil and 
gas drilling. (0327-2) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Williams, Daniel 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0328-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Williams, Kathleen 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0329-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Witte, John 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Gas and oil leasing/drilling must not be allowed to 
occur in the Roan Plateau. (0330-1) 

Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan (Roan 
Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) to protect the 
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) relevant and important values in the form of: 1) Overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a 
variety of resources. 2) Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval 
(COAs) to natural gas leases (Table 2.2). These include actions such as revegetation with native species, noxious weed 
control, and runoff control. 3) Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special 
management actions). In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) would be applied to ground-disturbing 
activities throughout the Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. 

Wizer, Joyce Please protect the areas of critical environmental 
concern. (0331-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 
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Wood, Connor 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

I urge you to give top priority to protecting the Roan 
Plateaus Areas of Critical Environmental Concern. 
(0333-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 
2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant 
and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning 
process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management 
prescriptions for each ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006) 
were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, including relevant and 
important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural 
Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific 
surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC 
boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is considerably 
larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS. The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management 
of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout 
the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated throughout the June 2007 Record of Decision (ROD) through 
administrative designations, application of protective surface use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management 
prescriptions and actions. The ACECs include all qualifying lands. The location and extent of ACECs was based on a more 
refined analysis by BLM of specific areas containing the relevant and important values for each ACEC. 

Wooding PhD, John Western Resource Advocates requested that I 
develop comments regarding gas development on 
the Roan Plateau and possible impacts to the 
Colorado River cutthroat trout. (0332-1) 

Thank you for your interesting and informative paper on the Colorado River cutthroat trout. Your technical comments were 
consolidated under Western Resource Advocates comments. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Yamaguchi, Carla 
via NaturalResources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0334-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Young, Diane 
via Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

Form Letter #1 (0335-1) BLM must give priority to protecting ACECs. 
The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that the BLM identify areas that 
potentially meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the 
Roan Plateau Resource Management Plan Amendment in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental 
Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the 
evaluated relevant and important resources.) As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the 
land use planning process. These ACECs, their relevant and important values, associated surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management prescriptions were analyzed in a full range of alternatives in the Draft 
Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM 
Manual 1613. The boundaries of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource 
Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement [Final RMPA/EIS], August 2006) were developed 
considering public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, relevant and important resource values and the range of alternatives, 
and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado Division of Natural Resources. Specific 
management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) and specific surface use 
restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within the ACEC boundaries 
receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special surface use 
stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed Management 
Area (Table 2.3). 
BLMs proposed ACECs must be expanded and strengthened to protect the entire watersheds vital to native trout, 
to protect wildlife habitat, and to preserve backcountry recreation and wilderness values. 
In the Proposed Plan the BLM nearly doubled the acreage of ACECs as compared to the Preferred Alternative of the Draft 
RMPA/EIS. See response above. 
There are no designated wilderness areas or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan to balance the production of significant oil and gas resources with the 
protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage any areas to protect and 
preserve wilderness values. However, natural resources are protected in the form of: 
1. Overlapping surface use restrictions/stipulations. These include 12 No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy 
(NGD/NSO) restrictions, 14 Site Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and 5 Timing 
Limitations (TLs) for the protection of a variety of resources; 
2. Specific management prescriptions for the ACECs which may be applied to Conditions of Approval (COAs) to natural gas 
drilling permits (consistent with Table 2.2); 
3. Designation of the Parachute Creek Watershed Management Area (including special management actions). 
In addition, a number of Best Management Practices (BMPs) will apply to all ground-disturbing activities throughout the 
Planning Area, as appropriate to each site and activity. The application of these combined measures will likely result in 
maintenance of some of the existing wilderness characteristics. 
All lands at the base of Roan Plateau with wildlife values should be included in an ACEC with mandatory and 
specific protections for winter range, migration corridors, and other important wildlife habitat. 
Winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout 
the Planning Area by a variety of surface use restrictions/stipulations which may overlap. These include NGD/NSO 
restrictions, SSR/CSU restrictions, and TLs. The big game security areas identified by Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) 
in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a 
specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors (cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by 
NGD/NSO stipulations. 
There is no designated Wilderness, or Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), in the Planning Area. After much thought and 
deliberation, the BLM created the Proposed Plan (Final RMPA/FEIS) to balance the production of significant oil and gas 
resources with the protection of a variety of other resource values. Therefore, the BLM decided not to manage areas to 
protect and preserve wilderness values. However, special consideration was given to key natural resources through ACEC 
designations and a variety of restrictions/stipulations and management prescriptions. 
ACECs should be closed to oil and gas leasing or protected with non-modifiable No Ground Disturbance rules. 
Consistent with the Transfer Act and the BLM multiple use mandate outlined in the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA), oil and gas development is allowed on the Roan Plateau. Special care was taken in the Proposed Plan 
(Proposed RMPA/Final EIS) to protect relevant and important resources. See response above. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Zimmerman, Kathleen 
National Wildlife 
Federation 

A. The BLM's reduction of ACEC acreage in the ROD 
is contrary to FLPMA's mandate that BLM give 
priority to the protection of ACECs, and contravenes 
recommendations from the Colorado Division of 
Wildlife. (0336-1) 

The BLM Manual 1613: Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) requires that BLM identify areas that potentially 
meet relevance and importance criteria as defined in 43 CFR 1610.7-2. This process was documented for the Roan Plateau 
Planning Area in the Evaluation of Proposed Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (August 2002). (Note: This document 
was revised in 2007 to include updated information and data concerning the evaluated relevant and important resources.) 
As a result of this analysis, four ACECs were identified for consideration in the land use planning process. These ACECs, 
their relevant and important values, surface use stipulations/restrictions, and specific management prescriptions for each 
ACEC were considered through a full range of alternatives in the Draft Resource Management Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS), following guidance in BLM Manual 1613. The boundaries 
of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact 
Statement, August 2006) were developed in consideration of public comment on the Draft RMPA/EIS, all resource values, 
including relevant and important resources, and further consultation with Cooperating Agencies, including the Colorado 
Division of Natural Resources. Specific management prescriptions for each of the proposed ACECs were refined (Table 2.2) 
and specific surface use restrictions/stipulations (Appendix C) were applied. Areas on top of the plateau not included within 
the ACEC boundaries receive special management consideration in the Proposed Plan through the application of special 
surface use stipulations/restrictions and specific management actions to be applied to the Parachute Creek Watershed 
Management Area (Table 2.3). Taking these factors into consideration, the total area of the ACECs in the Proposed Plan is 
considerably larger than under the Preferred Alternative in the Draft RMPA/EIS 

The Proposed Plan emphasizes balanced management of resource values with measures to conserve and/or protect 
special and unique natural and scenic resources throughout the Planning Area. These objectives have been incorporated 
throughout the June 2007 Record Of Decision (ROD) through administrative designations, application of protective surface 
use restrictions/stipulations, and directed management prescriptions and actions. 

Zimmerman, Kathleen 
National Wildlife 
Federation 

In particular, we note that the southern portions of the 
Anvil Points ACEC in Alternative II, but which have 
been eliminated in the FEIS Proposed Plan, include 
substantial areas of as-yet-unleased BLM land 
identified by the CDOW as crucial winter range for 
mule deer. We are concerned that the loss of ACEC 
designation, and the potential decrease in protections 
such as timing limitations and no surface occupancy 
stipulations, for these crucial winter range areas will 
result in an adverse effect on mule deer in the project 
area. (0336-2) 

Please see response to Comment #1. In addition, BLM notes that winter range, wildlife migration corridors, and other 
important habitat such as raptor nesting areas are protected throughout the Planning Area by overlapping surface use 
restrictions/stipulations. These include No Ground Disturbance/No Surface Occupancy (NGD/NSO) restrictions, Site 
Specific Relocation/Controlled Surface Use (SSR/CSU) restrictions, and Timing Limitations (TLs). The big game security 
areas identified by Colorado Division Of Wildlife (CDOW) in the wooded and rugged terrain immediately below the cliffs in 
the Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points areas are protected by a specific NGD/NSO. The six deer and elk migration corridors 
(cliff passages) identified by CDOW are also protected by NGD/NSO stipulations. 

Zimmerman, Kathleen 
National Wildlife 
Federation 

Although we recognize that BLM has incorporated 
measures in the RMP to protect lands above the 
Roan Plateau rim, it is important to recognize that the 
lower-elevation lands below the rim-including the 
original (Alternative II) Magpie Gulch and Anvil Points 
ACECs--provide crucial winter habitat for big game 
populations. Without adequate winter habitat, and the 
means to acces that habitat, preserving summer 
habitat atop the plateau will not suffice to avoid 
severe adverse population impacts to mule deer in 
particular. (0336-3) 

Please see response to Comments #1 and 2. 
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Name/Organization Comment Response 

Zimmerman, Kathleen 
National Wildlife 
Federation 

To comply with NEPA, the FEIS should have 
presented BLM's analysis that the proposed 
reduction in ACEC acreage would offer sufficient 
protection for the ACECs. (0336-4) 

In the Roan Plateau Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS) the 
BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) in the context of a range of 
alternatives (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations) by addressing the relevant and important values in each ACEC as 
well as specific management prescriptions designed to protect these values. The BLM carefully considered 1) comments 
received by the public and Cooperating Agencies, 2) specific surface use restrictions/stipulations, and 3) ACEC 
management prescriptions; and proposed the four ACECs for inclusion in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area 
Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006). BLM determined that these four 
proposed ACECs provide an adequate level of protection for the relevant and important values present. This is consistent 
with Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA), the BLM planning guidance Handbook H-1601-10, the BLM ACEC 
Handbook H-1613 and the requirement in National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze a full range of reasonable 
alternatives (40 CFR 1502.14). 

Zimmerman, Kathleen 
National Wildlife 
Federation 

NWF and CWF request that the BLM provide details 
of its refined analysis so that the public, and 
organizations such as ours, can be assured that the 
ACEC resources will be sufficiently protected despite 
the planned reduction in ACEC acreage. (0336-4 
cont'd) 

In the Roan Plateau Draft Resource Management Plan Amendment/Environmental Impact Statement (Draft RMPA/EIS) the 
BLM provided a meaningful analysis of all Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACECs) in the context of a range of 
alternatives (i.e., zero to 36,184 acres of designations) by addressing the relevant and important values in each ACEC as 
well as specific management prescriptions designed to protect these values. The BLM carefully considered 1) comments 
received by the public and Cooperating Agencies, 2) specific surface use restrictions/stipulations, and 3) ACEC 
management prescriptions; and proposed the four ACECs for inclusion in the Proposed Plan (Roan Plateau Planning Area 
Final Resource Management Plan/Environmental Impact Statement, August 2006). BLM determined that these four 
proposed ACECs provide an adequate level of protection for the relevant and important values present. This is consistent 
with Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA), the BLM planning guidance Handbook H-1601-10, the BLM ACEC 
Handbook H-1613 and the requirement in National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to analyze a full range of reasonable 
alternatives (40 CFR 1502.14). 
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