October 2, 2008
ADDENDUM: Revisions to the ACEC Report

The Glenwood Springs and Kremmling Field Offices (GSFO & KFO) staff used the most
current resource data available when reviewing the nominated Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACECs) for the Glenwood Springs/Kremmling Field Offices
Resource Management Plan (RMP) revision in 2007. During field work and further
reviews in 2008, three findings occurred which would change the resultant
determinations in the ACEC report. The GSFO determined that Deer Pen does not meet
the relevance and importance criteria and that Lyons Gulch does meet the criteria. The
KFOQO determined that Barger Gulch does meet the relevance and importance criteria. See
below for further explanations on these determinations.

Finding 1 (GSFO): Deer Pen (2,805 acres) no longer meets the relevance and
importance criteria.

In the initial review, GSFO determined that the recommended Deer Pen ACEC met the
relevance & importance criteria to be considered for designation during the planning
process. Two nominated ACECs (Sheep Creek Uplands and Hardscrabble- East
Eagle/Mayer Gulch) were considered to be core populations for the BLM sensitive plant,
Harrington’s penstemon. These two ACECs, along with Deer Pen and The Crown Ridge,
were brought forward for consideration for designation as ACECs to protect important
populations of Harrington’s penstemon. BLM specialists felt that the planning process
should consider protections for key (“core™) populations of Harrington’s penstemon that
would serve as refugia and aid in the long-term protection and management of the
species.

At the time, the Deer Pen area was known to support at least seven B-ranked occurrences
of Harrington’s penstemon. This area reportedly contained one of the larger and more
intact populations of Harrington’s penstemon and it was felt that this area would be an
important component for conservation of the species. However, during more intensive
field verification (investigations) during the summer 2008, it was discovered that the
density and the total occupied acreage of Harrington’s penstemon within the nominated
ACEC was relatively small compared 1o the larger sites within Sheep Creek and
Hardscrabble-Mayer Gulch. Thus, the BLM determined that Deer Pen does not contain
substantial habitat for, or populations of, Harrington’s penstemon, and this nominated
ACEC does not meet the relevance and importance criteria.

Finding 2 (GSFO): Lyons Gulch (521 acres) meets the relevance and importance
criteria.

During a land health assessment in the Deep Creek landscape in 2008, a previously
unrecorded Harrington’s penstemon site was found along a ridge north of Lyons Gulch.
The density of this population was one of the highest ever discovered and the habitat was
in very good condition with very little fragmentation by roads or other disturbances. The



rugged two-track roads that exist in the area are not accessible to public use, being
blocked by private lands. As a result, these roads receive little vehicular traffic. This site
would likely be given an A-rank by Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP) for the
excellent quality of the rare plant population and its supporting habitat. Given this new
data, BLM determines that the Lyons Gulch area meets the relevance and importance
criteria and would be considered by BLLM as a core population of Harrington’s
penstemon, essential for the long-term protection and management of the species.

Finding 3 (KFQO): Barger Gulch (542 acres) meets the relevance and importance
criteria.

During further review, the KFO determined that Barger Gulch met the relevance criteria
of a significant, historic cultural value. The Barger Gulch Heritage Area has been studied
over a 10-year period by the University of Wyoming. Research has included extensive
testing, mapping and excavation revealing an occupation by prehistoric peoples
extending from 13,000 years ago (Folsom tradition) to the expulsion of Native Americans
from Colorado in the late 1800°s. The Heritage Area covers over a square mile, with
many remaining areas having extensive research potential. The University of Wyoming is
completing laboratory and anctillary studies in preparation for writing a book. The
Heritage Area has been featured in numerous professional journals and conferences.

Its scientific importance is established at the national and international level. Hundreds of
volunteers and college students have donated thousands of volunteer hours and had the
opportunity to learn the art and techniques of archaeology. Two doctoral degrees, eight
masters degrees, and numerous undergraduate degrees have been awarded based on
research at the Barger Gulch Heritage Area, and numerous additional degrees are
anticipated for work in progress. Given this new data, BLM determines that the Barger
Gulch area meets the relevance and importance criteria.

This addendum will revise the final ACEC report, signed in November 2007.
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