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MBLM Partners with West Region Wildfire Council to Reduce Wildfire Risk 

and Promote Fire Adapted Communities on Colorado’s Western Slope

The Community Assistance program for the Montrose Interagency Fire Management Unit relies on a strong 
partnership with the West Region Wildfire Council to reduce wildfire risk and facilitate the creation of Fire 
Adapted Communities in west central Colorado. The West Region Wildfire Council (WRWC) is a results-oriented 
group that demonstrates effective collaboration to address the very real risk of wildfire threat in Delta, Gunnison, 
Hinsdale, Montrose, Ouray and San Miguel counties.

Since its inception in 2007, WRWC has demonstrated its leadership and contribution throughout western 
Colorado. WRWC furthers the Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) efforts by addressing the very real threat 
of wildfire risk to the regional population and infrastructure. The group serves as an example of collaboration 
with the BLM as well as other federal, state and local partners. They have demonstrated their positive impact 
in the region through several milestone projects including leading the effort to complete Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans (CWPPs); providing assistance to local communities to complete fuels reduction projects in 
wildland urban interface areas; and promoting the awareness of, and education about, wildfire risk in the region.

In 2012, WRWC was responsible for completing two community-based plans and initiating a 
third community-based plan; establishing the first recognized Firewise Community/USA in the 
region; and accomplishing more than 180 acres of hazardous fuels reduction on private lands. 
In 2012, the BLM recognized WRWC with the Colorado State Director’s Excellence Through 
Leadership Award. The State Director acknowledged the WRWC for their “collaboration with 
local communities, and state and federal fire managers to address the very real risk of wildfire 
in western Colorado.” The award addressed the Council’s regional impact and “innovative 
approaches to resolve wildfire risk.” The USDA also nominated and recognized WRWC with 
a Smokey Bear National Award Certificate in 2012. This award highlights the WRWC’s “leadership efforts in 
promoting interagency efforts to include prevention education in Community Wildfire Protection Plans.”

These efforts demonstrate a service to agencies and residents through leadership that is 
at the same time regionally-focused and community-centered. This type of organization is 
both timely and innovative in that it has pioneered new approaches to resolve wildfire risk to 
communities in the region. For more information about the WRWC or their FY12 End of Year 
Report, visit their website at www.COwildfire.org.
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http://www.cowildfire.org
http://www.cowildfire.org/wp-content/uploads/2012EndofYearReport.pdf

