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BLM and Mountain Parks Electric Partner for Fire Prevention
Grand County has one of the highest lodgepole pine mortality rates due to the pine beetle infestation in 
Colorado. The Wildland Urban Interface in the western part of the county is complex due to terrain, number 
of homes and limited access in many areas. Northwest Colorado Fire Management Unit specifically Bureau of 
Land Management, has been a strong partner with local, state and federal agencies in Grand County over the 
past eleven years working to mitigate the risk of wildland fire resulting from the pine beetle epidemic through 
educational outreach, funding Community Wildfire Protection Plans, risk assessments, and hazardous fuel 
reduction projects. 

The most recent mitigation project is a collaborative effort with the Mountain Parks Electric, Incorporated. MPEI 
partnering with BLM, Colorado State Forest Service and the US Forest Service to address the ever growing 
problem of falling hazard trees on power lines. BLM awarded $40,000 in 2011 and $10,528 in 2012 towards the 
removal of hazard trees outside MPEI’s assigned right-of-way. 

Dead lodgepole pine trees falling on power lines not only disrupt power to area residents, they also cause 
numerous wildland fires, which threaten many Grand County communities and subdivisions including Granby, 
Winter Park, Columbine Lake, Tabernash, Grand Lake and outlying subdivisions. There are 11 high priority areas 
identified requiring treatment. MPEI works with private land owners to obtain permission to remove dead trees 
that are within striking distance of the power lines. This is a time- and labor-intensive task, but without including 
private land the project would not be as effective.

The BLM Community Assistance funds, combined with the CSFS grant awarded to the MPEI power line project, 
have increased the work accomplished by 40 percent. The most significant outcome of the project is that there 
have been no fire starts along the treated portions of power line corridors. Repair splices are readily visible where 
trees have fallen on lines and in some instances ignited wildland fires. The cost per week to remove hazard trees 
from the power line corridor is about $12,200; the BLM’s contribution to the project has funded nearly five weeks 
of work.

MPEI has removed 17,500 hazard trees with more than 166 residents in the immediate areas of treatment. More 
work is necessary and contractors have begun hazard tree removal in high priority areas moving into neighboring 
Jackson County.
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