
 

 

In Reply Refer To: 

8364 (LLCON05000)   

 

      August 28, 2014 

 

        

Dear Interested Public: 

  

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is proposing to implement a temporary closure of 

approximately 1,850 acres of public land near active surface coal mining operations associated 

with the Colowyo Mine in Moffat and Rio Blanco Counties, Colorado (see attached Figure 1).  

 

Background  

The BLM can close or restrict use of designated public land in order to protect persons, property, 

and public lands and resources (43 CFR 8364.1). Since 1977 the Colowyo Mine (Colowyo Coal 

Company LP) has been operating an open pit coal mine approximately 15 miles north of Meeker, 

Colorado near the southern edge of Moffat County and active mining operations continue to 

extend southward. There have been several instances in recent years where members of the 

public have inadvertently ventured into the area adjacent to the active mining; this creates safety 

hazards to both the public and mine employees. Safety hazards to the public include the use of 

heavy equipment and blasting operations associated with active mining. Mine employees are also 

at risk due to recreational shooting/hunting in the area.  

 

Proposed Action – Temporary Safety Closure 

The BLM is proposing a temporary closure to the general public of approximately 1,850 acres of 

BLM land in the area of current mining activity (see Figure 1). The temporary closure would not 

exceed 24 months. Initiating a long-term closure requires an amendment to both the White River 

Field Office (WRFO) and Little Snake Field Office (LSFO) Resource Management Plans 

(RMPs), which will be considered in a separate National Environmental Policy Act analysis and 

formal land use planning process. 

 

The proposed closure would be located along the southern boundary of the coal permit area but 

purposely does not align with the permit area boundaries in order to facilitate public access to 

public lands to the southeast (e.g., Section 29) and the northwest (e.g., Section 19) of the closure 

area (see Figure 2). 
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Figure 1: Proposed Colowyo Mine Temporary Safety Closure 
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Figure 2: Colowyo Mine Permit Area 
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Figure 3: Public Access to the Proposed Colowyo Mine Temporary Safety Closure Area 
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