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Craig Interagency 
Hotshot Crew has a 
new home

By BLM Mitigation 
Education/Prevention 
Specialist, Lynn Barclay
 
An open house and ribbon cutting 
ceremony on April 17 commemorated the 
completion of the Craig Inter-agency 
Hotshot facility at 459 Center Street, 
Craig, Colorado. About 35 people attended 
representing the Craig Police Department, 
Routt County Emergency Management, 
National Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Colorado State Forest Service, Bureau of 
Land Management Colorado State Office 
Fire Management, BLM West Slope District, 
BLM employees and members of the 
public.
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BLM Colorado 
Welcomes Northwest 
District Public Affairs 
Specialist
 
Chris Joyner joined BLM 
Colorado on April 30 as a 
public affairs specialist for 
the Northwest District 
based out of Grand 
Junction.
 
Chris is an Operation Iraqi 
Freedom combat veteran 
who has served in the U.S. 
Army as a public affairs 
officer both as a soldier and 
an Army civilian employee. 
His most recent assignment 
was as a civilian with the 
Army in Virginia. Chris is a 
native of North Carolina. He 
has an undergraduate 
degree in Livestock 
Management from North 
Carolina State University 
and two graduate degrees 
in Education from 
Appalachian State 
University.
 
Chris has a black Labrador 
Retriever, Spooner, that 
accompanies him most 
places when not at work. If 
you want to start up a 
conversation, just ask, 
“How’s Spooner?”

May Fun Fact 
May 7-13 is National 
Wildflower Week. Celebrate 
the week by observing 
wildflowers and enjoying 
their natural beauty. 
National Wildflower Week 
aims to encourage citizens 
to understand the value of 
wildflowers and take steps 
to protect them. Wildflowers 
and native plants help 
conserve water, provide 
habitat for birds, butterflies 

The 6,000 square foot structure includes a 
training class room, weight /workout room, 
supply cache, offices, saw shop, and 
equipment area. The building design is 
actually a prototype for other hotshot 
facilities and is the third one constructed 
using this layout.
 
The Craig IHS is the only Bureau of Land 
Management hotshot crew in Colorado and 
one of 11 BLM-sponsored hotshot crews in 
the United States. The hotshot program 
began operation in Craig in 2001.
 
The ceremony kick-off was conducted by 
West Slope Associate District Manager 
Dave Rosenkrance followed by remarks 
from Ken Kerr, BLM Colorado Fire 
Management Officer. Kerr said integrity 
and safety are cornerstones of hotshot 
protocol, and mentioned that the Craig 
hotshots are known for their dedication 
and hard work.
 
Shawn Telford, who has been 
superintendent of the Craig crew since 
2005, was the final speaker and he 
thanked the community and BLM fire 
managers for their support. Then Telford 
gave the signal to start the chain saw and 
begin cutting the ceremonial plywood 
ribbon in true hotshot style.
 
The 22 person crew will begin training April 
23 and be ready to mobilize for 
assignments in early May.

BLM Colorado Hosts 
Student Art Contest 

By Public Affairs 
Specialist-Environmental 
Education, Kyle Sullivan
 
The Bureau of Land 
Management’s Colorado State Office, in 
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and other wildlife and 
protect soil from erosion.
 
The Ute Learning Garden, at 
the Mesa County 
Fairgrounds, serves as an 
educational resource for 
public lands adventurers. 
The garden showcases how 
the Ute Indians used native 
plants of western Colorado 
for food, fiber, shampoo 
and lodging. The 
development of the Ute 
Learning Garden was a 
collaborative process 
involving Mesa County, 
Mesa State College, 
Colorado State University 
Extension, Bureau of Land 
Management, U.S. Forest 
Service and the Northern 
Ute Indian Nation, Uintah 
and Ouray Reservation. 

Places to Visit 
Grizzly Gulch Trail 
 
Length: 4.2 miles to Handies 
Peak
Difficulty: Moderate walking at 
high altitude
Season of use: July through 
October
Amount of Use: Moderate 
hiking; light horseback
Elevation Change:
Beginning: 10,425 ft.
Ending: 14,048 ft.
 
How to Get There: From Lake 
City, take highway 149 south, 
2.5 miles. Turn right onto the 
road to Lake San Cristobal. 
Follow the paved road about 4 
miles then continue on dirt road 
for 12.6 miles. The trail sign, 
located on the left, indicates 
Handies Peak.

partnership with the Public Lands 
Foundation and the Center of the American 
West, will host a juried art contest for 
Colorado high school students to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
General Land Office.
 
The art contest is framed around an 
educational presentation covering the 
history of the GLO and the BLM and the 
role the GLO played on the development of 
the American West. The presentation is 
designed as a self-guided lesson that will 
provide background information and 
inspiration for the contest submissions.
 
“The General Land Office played a major 
role in the westward expansion of our 
country and oversaw the surveying, 
platting and sale of public lands,” said BLM 
Colorado State Director Helen Hankins.
 
Artwork may include photography, 
drawing, graphic design, video, animation, 
etc. Artists should include a written 
statement (250-350 words) connecting the 
artwork to:
 
• The value of public lands.
 
• Your personal experience or connection 
to public lands.
 
• How public lands are part of your family 
heritage and the role they play in your 
future.
 
All entries should be submitted 
electronically to gloartcontest@blm.gov by 
May 31, 2012. Submissions must be no 
larger than 5 MB in size.
 
The Center of the American West will 
judge the competition and announce the 
winners by July 20, 2012. Winning entries 
will be displayed at the GLO 

 
Photo by Arden Anderson 
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Andrew Archuleta, San Luis 
Valley Field Office Manager 

and Kent Walter, White 
River Field Office Manager, 

on South Canyon Trail

Trailhead Parking/Camping: 
Parking is available in defined 
areas on both sides of the main 
road. A restroom is also there. If 
you camp at the trailhead 
please move back into the 
willows between the road and 
the river.
 
Attractions: Grizzly Gulch is 
the most popular trail to 
Handies Peak, one of the five 
14,000 ft. peaks in the area. 
From this trailhead, three 
Fourteeners can be visited in 
two days. The best time to visit 
is late July and early August 
when the tundra basin below 
the peak is carpeted with 
wildflowers. A small alpine lake 
in the eastern spur of the basin 
can be reached as an 
interesting 1/2-mile side trip. 
The top of Handies Peak offers 
a spectacular view of the San 
Juan Mountains.
 
From the trailhead, follow the 
trail that starts behind the 
restroom to a bridge crossing 
the Lake Fork of the Gunnison 
River. Climbing steadily, the trail 
passes through spruce, fir and 
aspen. Through this area, the 
trail is clearly marked and well 
maintained. At timberline, the 
trail continues up the basin then 
climbs the ridge to the west. 
Across the open tundra, the trail 
may not always be clearly 
visible, but is marked with rock 
cairns for hikers to follow. The 
trail leads straight up valley for 
about 3/4 mile. A sign points to 
a long switchback that turns to a 
ridge leading to Handies Peak. 
Be sure to look over your 
shoulder on the way up for 
some beautiful views of the 
Silver Creek Valley.
 
Hazards/Considerations: 
Loose talus may be 
encountered along the upper 
trail around the switchback 
ridge. Please watch your 
footing. It is important to be 
prepared for typical July and 
August afternoon thunder 
showers. It is best to get an 
early start and plan to be off the 

Symposium/Student Congress September 
11-14, 2012, and will be featured on the 
BLM Colorado website.
 
Prizes will be divided into three categories 
with one winner in each category:
 
• First place: $500.00 cash
• Second place: $300.00 cash
• Third place: $100.00 cash
 
Click here for the GLO/BLM Educational 
Presentation.
Click here for the Art Contest Entry Form.

Managers and 
Firefighters from the 
BLM and USFS, 
Discuss Fire Safety

By Public Affairs 
Specialist, Tina Brown
 
Managers from the 
Bureau of Land 
Management-Colorado, 
the National Forest 
Service Region 2 and 
USFS and BLM 
Wildland firefighters 
met on the Storm King 
Mountain site of the South Canyon fire on 
May 3, to honor fallen firefighters and 
emphasize safety during the upcoming fire 
season.
 
For more information and additional 
photos from the tour, check out BLM 
Colorado's Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/BLMColorado

In the News
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peak by noon or 1:00 pm. Be 
sure to bring sunscreen, rain 
gear and drinking water. 
Remember, hiking at high 
altitude requires more time and 
energy. Take your time, enjoy 
the scenery and avoid 
overexertion. Be sure someone 
knows where you are going and 
when you plan to return.
 
Additional Information: Once 
on the ridge, a hike to the 
northeast will lead to the top of 
13,542-foot White Cross 
Mountain. A map may be useful 
as the trail is not maintained. 
From Handies Peak you can 
also return via the American 
Basin Trail then follow the main 
road or hitchhike back down to 
your car. 

Ken Salazar, Hickenlooper greenlight Denver-
area greenway plan (5/5/12)- 
Top leaders Friday closed a deal to expand a 
greenway trail system connecting urban wildlife 
refuges and parks around the Denver area — 
including a cycling route to Rocky Mountain 
National Park.
 
Hidden Colorado Gem: Penitente Canyon 
 (5/5/12)- In the grand scheme of things, the 
discovery of Penitente Canyon in the San Luis 
Valley by rock climbers in the mid-1980s was 
rather late in the game since it is part of the La 
Garita Caldera that was formed more than 30 
million years ago during one of the earth’s largest 
recorded eruptions. They’ve certainly made up for 
lost time since then, because the canyon’s 100-foot 
walls are regularly scaled by scramblers from 
around the world.
 
KDNK Weekly News Brief: North Fork Gas 
Leases (5/4/12)-This week, the Bureau of Land 
Management deferred oil and gas leases in the 
North Fork Valley near Paonia, after residents 
mobilized to object to the potential impact on 
agricultural and tourism operations nearby. For this 
week's news brief, KDNK's Eric Skalac spoke with 
Ariana Brocious of KVNF about the decision and its 
implications.
 
Experts discuss beetle problem, forest health 
(5/3/12)-It’s no surprise to anyone familiar with 
the forests of western North America: insects and 
diseases have had a huge impact on the forests 
and increased the mortality of a variety of tree 
species.
 
BLM releases Bowie mine lease modifications 
for review(5/2/12)- On Monday, April 30, the 
Bureau of Land Management released a preliminary 
Environmental Assessment and unsigned Finding of 
No Significant Impact for public comment regarding 
the proposed coal lease modifications at the Bowie 
mine about five miles northeast of Paonia.
 
North Fork leases off table for now (5/3/12)-
When people approached her on the street 
Wednesday, the North Fork Conservation Center’s 
executive director knew something was up — but 
she never anticipated hearing the North Fork’s 
residents had won a reprieve from upcoming oil 
and gas lease sales.
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Recent Press Releases

Interior Releases Draft Rule Requiring Public 
Disclosure of Chemicals Used in Hydraulic 
Fracturing on Public and Indian Lands (05-04-12)
 
Immigration is Old News: Expert Traces Ancient 
Southwest Exodus (05-04-12)
 
Bureau of Land Management requests comments 
on carbon dioxide well proposal (05-03-12)
 
Rio Grande Natural Area Commission meets May 16 
in Alamosa (05-02-12)
 
BLM defers all North Fork Valley oil and gas parcels 
in August 2012 lease sale (05-02-12)
 
BLM releases Bowie coal mine lease modifications 
for public review (04-30-12)
 
BLM Offers Land in Elk Creek for Competitive Coal 
Lease (04-30-12)

Contact Us

Stay up-to-date with BLM Colorado via:
Web page
Facebook
YouTube 

Flickr
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