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Wild Horses a Symbol
of Western Heritage

Mustangs’ beauty, history earns
them devoted champions
By, Dale Rodebaugh Durango Herald
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Western Heritage

Staff Writer Serving Veterans on the
Public Lands

The three-day roundup of wild
In the News

horses in the isolated
Disappointment Valley north of
Dolores in September was an
unqualified success in the
opinion of the wild horse specialist for the Bureau of Land
Management in Colorado.

Photo by: Josh
Stephenson/Durango

Herald-Wild Horses Nuzzle Recent Press Releases

Contact Us

“This was the first time there — and | think in the state —
that we've been able to adopt 100 percent of the
mustangs,” Fran Ackley said. “We did really well, much
better than in 2007.”

Spring Creek Basin in the Disappointment Valley is one of
four locations in Colorado where the BLM manages wild

horse herds. There, mustangs roam just less than 22,000
acres of rolling hills and stark uplands.

During the Sept. 16-18 roundup, called a gather, about 50
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horses of the 80-plus Spring Creek Basin mustangs were
separated from the herd into corrals by a helicopter pilot.
One horse was euthanized after it broke its neck from
running into a corral wall, and another was removed from
the herd because it carried a ranch brand.

Twelve mustangs were released, among them five mares
that received a primer injection of an anti-fertility vaccine
called PZP, the first step toward sustainable herd
management.

“This could be the turning point in herd management,”
said Pati Temple, a board member with the Colorado
chapter of the National Mustang Association.

Twenty-five horses were selected for later adoption in
Cortez, and a dozen considered less adoptable were sent
to the BLM short-term holding facility in Cafion City.

As it turned out, all the horses — including the mustangs
sent to the holding facility and four that weren't snapped
up at the Cortez adoption — have been adopted or spoken
for, Ackley said.

“The Disappointment Wild Bunch Partners (a local mustang
advocacy coalition) deserves credit for the success of the
adoption,” Ackley said. “They got out a huge crowd at
Cortez for the day-before preview and the adoption on
Sept. 24.”

The mustang — the name derives from mestefio, Spanish
for a stray animal — has a mixed origin. The ancestors of
some arrived with the waves of Spanish adventurers while
others descended from horses lost, stolen or turned loose
as the population pushed westward. During the Great
Depression, many horses were released when owners
couldn’t maintain them.

The presence of wild horses in the Disappointment Valley
appears to date to the late 1800s when rustlers arrived
with horses stolen in Montana to sell to the Army for
cavalry mounts. In the 1940s, area ranchers removed
many horses but left a few.

Gus Cothran at the Department of Veterinary Integrative
Biosciences at Texas A&M University in College Station,
Texas, traces mustang ancestry through DNA for the BLM.

Cothran, who has a doctorate in genetics from the
University of Oklahoma, said during a telephone interview
that he prefers hair samples rather than blood to study
DNA because hair is easier and less expensive to obtain.

The Spring Creek Basin herd has very limited Iberian
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The Colorado Diversity
Intern Program
successfully provided
positions for 16 college
students and/or youth
corps members in
2011. Through the
program, interns
worked on
environmental
education, invasive
weed management,
cultural resources, fire
management,
recreation and visitor
services, wildlife and
botany monitoring,
inventories and studies
across the state.

This initiative is an
expansion of an
existing partnership
with the Colorado
Youth Corps
Association (CYCA)
and ongoing
partnerships with
Adams State College
(HACU, Alamosa
Colorado), Western
State College
(Gunnison, Colorado),
Mesa State College,
Western Colorado
Community College
(both in Grand
Junction) and Fort
Lewis College
(Durango, Colorado).

Ask BLM

Q: Where can you find
the largest concentration
of pictographs (painted
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ancestry, he said. They have more Morgan and
Thoroughbred in them, said Cothran, who has collected
genetic information on 179 BLM herds.

Cothran said the genetic variability of the Spring Creek
Basin herd is low. He said the recent roundup could
heighten the possibility of undesirable inbreeding unless
young mares are introduced.

Nine mustangs have been introduced to the herd in the
last two decades — three stallions from Wyoming in the
1990s, three mares in 2001 and three mares in 2008. The
stallions came from Wyoming, and the mares came from
Sand Wash Basin Herd Management Area in northwestern
Colorado.

Apparently all of the horses gathered this year from Spring
Creek Basin will spend their days in Southwest Colorado —
Cortez, Mancos, Telluride and Ridgway.

Among the adopters was Tif Rodriguez of Mancos, who
ended up with two horses.

Rodriguez, a self-employed legal transcriptionist, had her
eye on a 2%2-year-old stud colt, a grandson of Traveler, a
stallion identifiable by a spectacular grey coat and admired
for his patriarchal grandeur. She also adopted a foal born
in early September.

Dana lvers, an outfitter and guide from Telluride, adopted
a 2-year-old colt, a yearling colt, a 2-year-old filly and a
weanling filly.

“l took them to save them from prison,” Ivers said, a
reference to the Cafion City holding facility. “We're going
slowly, but we already have them bridle trained.”

The females are more approachable because they lived in
a family environment while the stallions roamed in a band
of bachelors, lvers said.

“The stallions are wary and fearful of predators,” Ivers
said. “They are still in their safety bubble, so you have to
approach them carefully.”

Ivers said she might one day make the mustangs part of
her outfitter’'s herd.
“But | can’t see a hunting dude on one of them,” she said.

Temple has four mustangs on her Trail Canyon Ranch near
Cortez, including an 18-month-old gelding, a son of
Traveler, that she adopted Sept. 24. Offspring of Traveler’s
are favorites because they tend to be tractable, she said.
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rock art) in the San Luis
Valley on BLM public
lands?

A: The BLM’s Penitente
Canyon Special
Recreation Management
Area is located within the
largest concentration of
pictographs in the San
Luis Valley. Native
Americans left scattered
pictographs throughout
the surrounding
canyonlands.

If you have a question
you want featured in E-
News, "Ask BLM" at
Colorado_News@blm.gov

Places to Visit
Wolford Mountain

Location:

Wolford Mountain is located in the
northern part of the state, just
north of Kremmling.

Description:

The area's existing network of
primitive roads and trails has been
established over many years by
local ranchers, recreationists,
cattle, and wildlife. In January
2005, the Kremmling Field Office
completed designations for the
road and trail network, resulting in
a system of route opportunities
for travel by foot, horse, mountain
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Temple will accustom the colt to ranch life but won't ride
him until he’s 4 years old.

Horses are among the 14 large-mammal species that are
able to be tamed, Temple said. The same as people, they
need to be part of a social unit, she said.

“They live to 25, so there’s no reason to hurry,” Temple
said. “By 4 years old, they’re more mature in the brain, so
it's safer for the rider.”

The BLM has about 3,000 mustangs at its holding facility in
Cafion City. Inmates at the nearby state prison care for the
equines and are saddle training 50 at any given time,
Ackley said.

The U.S. Border Patrol adopts most of the saddle-trained
mustangs, he said.

The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act approved
by Congress in 1971 ordered protection of wild horses and
burros as symbols of Western heritage. Under the
legislation, the BLM is to maintain herd levels in
accordance with the ability of the range to sustain them.

Kiley Whited, a rangeland management specialist at BLM’s
Tres Rios Field Office in Dolores, said the appropriate
management level of Spring Creek Basin is 35 to 65
mustangs. Forty-two horses live on the range now.

The inoculation of mares with the anti-fertility vaccine
would help control herd growth, he said.

Inoculating mares from a distance with a loaded dart was
started in the Little Book Cliffs herd area near Grand
Junction as a research project in 2002 and has continued
as a management strategy after the research ended in
2007.

The number of foals there has declined from 30 to 40
annually to 11 in 2010, making a roundup unnecessary this
year and maybe next year.

Debate continues about whether mustangs are wild or
simply feral because of their earlier domestication and
whether the Przewalski’s horse of Mongolia is the only true
wild horse because it has never been tamed.

The wild-versus-feral debate is applicable to the Spring
Creek Basin herd, where movement is limited by fences
and natural barriers, where horses share the range in
winter with cattle and some of their water sources are
man-made.

The BLM adheres to definitions in the 1971 legislation.
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bike, motorcycle, ATV, and 4x4.

Directions:

From Interstate 70 travel north on
State Highway 9 if you are coming
from the west. If you are traveling
from the east, turn north from I-
70 on U.S. Highway 40. Both
highways will lead you to the town
of Kremmling. Once you get to
Kremmling travel north on U.S. 40
a few miles, Wolford Mountain will
be on the east side. Access to the
area is also obtained from County
Roads 22, 26 and 227, which are
off of U.S. 40.

Camping:

Camping is permitted on BLM-
administered lands throughout the
Wolford Mountain area unless
marked as closed. Areas closed to
camping are the Muddy Creek
Fishing Access parking area, Red
Desert Overlook parking area,
Ritschard Dam parking area and
the OHV Open Play Area. Parking
for camping is limited to 50 feet
from centerline of the open road
or trail.

Visitor Activities:

The public lands within the
Wolford Mountain Area offer a
wide variety of recreational
opportunities including hiking,
wildlife viewing, picnicking,
sightseeing, fishing, hunting,
horseback riding, mountain biking,
camping and vehicle touring. Each
road and trail should be signed for
the appropriate type of use;
however if for some reason a
route does not have a sign
indicating the type of use allowed,
then the route should be
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_ . considered closed.
Among them: “Wild and free-roaming horses and burros

means all unbranded and unclaimed horses and burros on

public lands in the United States.” Special Features:

Wolford Mountain’s close
proximity to Kremmling makes it
an easy destination to recreate.
The area offers a number of
recreational opportunities and
amazing views overlooking the

Serving Veterans on
the Public Lands

By, Tina Brown, public affairs
specialist

The BLM is proud to town.
announce new web pages
dedicated to military
veterans. The new pages
highlight stories of veterans
who take great pride and
enjoyment in America's
public lands, provides

Kremmling Field Office

80459
Phone: 970-724-3000

Contact Information:
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2103 E. Park Ave., Kremmling CO

information about www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/kfo.html

. L Disabled Veterans on the
recreational opportunities Colorado River near Grand

and help connect veterans Junction
with potential careers in
lands and natural resources management.

The pages also feature BLM employees who are
military veterans and their pesonal stories about
their military service and their successful careers
with the BLM.

For our veterans returning from service to their
country, the public lands managed by the Bureau of
Land Management can provide not only a wide
variety of recreational activities, but also an
opportunity to enhance physical and emotional
well-being while connecting with the lands they
fought to protect. For many veterans, lands have a
true healing effect.

The BLM honors the men and women of the military
who have served and sacrificed for our country.
The BLM believes that these men and women
possess special leadership skills that would greatly
benefit the agency across all of its programs.

To read about two of many BLM Colorado
employees and veterans, click on the links below:

Erika Miller
Don Miller

To learn about accessibility for disabled veterans on
America’'s public lands click here.
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In the News

Fracking fluids must be disclosed (12/14/11):
DENVER — The gas industry and its longtime critics
reached a compromise Tuesday on a new rule to
disclose hydraulic fracturing fluids, and the
Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
enthusiastically adopted the plan.

Yellowstone bison might be relocated to
Colorado and South Dakota (12/15/11)
BILLINGS, Mont. — For the first time in decades,
the federal government is considering moving bison
captured leaving Yellowstone National Park to
public lands in Colorado, South Dakota and
elsewhere as part of efforts to curb periodic
slaughters of the animals.

BLM swears in new official (12/6/11) The
Bureau of Land Management officially introduced
new Lake Havasu Field Manager Kim Liebhauser
Tuesday during an installation ceremony at the
local field office.

BLM, Forest Service seek comments on sage
grouse (12/8/11) CHEYENNE, Wyo.—Federal
agencies are asking for the public to weigh in as
they try to figure out how to protect the greater
sage grouse in 10 Western states.

Federal solar meeting set for Jan. 11
(12/20/11) ALAMOSA —Federal officials will host
a Jan. 11 meeting here to discuss revisions to its
solar development policies and four proposed solar
zones in the San Luis Valley.

Op-Ed: Leasing: Balancing Energy Needs with
Accountability (12/11/11) Many Coloradoans
know how important energy development is for our
state. From job creation to school funding — we see
it daily.

White House announces new conservation
jobs program for California youths
(12/16/11)The Obama Administration and the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) today
announced a new national grant program to
promote outdoor conservation jobs for young
people as part of President Obama’s America's
Great Outdoors Initiative. The initiative includes
public and private partners, and focuses on youths
living in urban areas. Nancy Sutley, Chair of the
White House Council on Environment Quality, made
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the announcement today in Los Angeles, along with
officials from the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM), the U.S. Forest Service, and the LA
Conservation Corps, one of three initial grant
recipients through the new program.

Recent Press Releases

e Azhocar Joins Bureau of Land Management's
Leadership Team (12-13-11)

= Motorized travel restrictions on Wolford Mountain
begin Dec. 15 (12/12/11)

e BLM Seasonal Road Closures in Effect
Immediately within the Gunnison Gorge National
Conservation Area (12/09/11)

e BLM seeks public comment on natural gas
pipeline proposal south of Rifle (12/08/11)

e Federal Agencies Announce Initial Step to
Incorporate Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation
Measures into Land Management Plans (12/08/11)

e BLM Review of Triple B Wild Horse GatherFinds
Overall Safe Practices, but Cites Incidents of
Aggressive Handling

e Secretary Salazar Announces New Appointments
to Colorados BLM Front Range Resource Advisory
Council (12-07-11)

Contact Us

Stay up-to-date with BLM Colorado via:
Web page
Facebook
YouTube
Flickr

Bureau of Land Management - Colorado « 2820 Youndfield St. = Lakewood, CO 80215
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