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BLM in the Spotlight In This Issue

Recovery Along the Rio Grande BLM in the Spotlight

By Laura Garcia, Public Affairs Intern, SLVPLC
In the News

Recent Press Releases

In 2005, the U. S. Senate passed legislation that established
the Rio Grande Natural Area. This special designation protects
a 33-mile corridor along the Rio Grande that serves as a
migratory route for birds and habitat for many wildlife
species. The natural area begins at the south boundary of the
Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge in south central Colorado
and extends to the New Mexico state border.

Historically, the Rio Grande corridor was used for travel by
Native Americans and Spanish settlers and their animals. This
use, along with recent illegal grazing of the BLM-managed
land has led to significant damage to the riparian area.
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Riparian area refers to the plant communities along the moist
banks of rivers and creeks. A healthy riparian area disperses
the river’s energy, decreases soil erosion, reduces potential
flood damage, effectively filters pollutants and provides
habitat for wildlife.

“When we first looked at the area, the riparian vegetation
was in horrible condition. There had been intense grazing
along the river for 200 plus years,” said Jeremiah Martinez.
Martinez, who is currently a recreation planner for the San
Luis Valley Public Lands Center, worked for five years along
the natural area as the natural resource specialist.

In 2000, a cadastral survey was conducted to determine
public land boundaries and then administrative practices were
used to remove trespass livestock from BLM-managed lands.
Recovery of the riparian area began almost immediately.

“As each year passed, the spread and growth of coyote willow
was tremendous,” said Martinez.

The cottonwood trees are also making a comeback and there
is a decline in noxious weeds.

“Our main goal is to have a healthy riparian area,” said

Melissa Garcia, wildlife biologist for the San Luis Valley Public
Lands Center. “We would also like to improve the sinuosity of
this river and protect the archaeological features in the area.”

There is still much work to be done along the Rio Grande
Natural Area and efforts will soon begin to also work with
private landowners. Working with the public is an important
part of this process and will go a long way to maintain the
area for years to come.

Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area
Video Now Onlinel

This recreation area stretches nearly 148 miles along the
Arkansas River, near the cities of Buena Vista, Salida, and
Canon City. The AHRA is managed cooperatively between the
BLM and Colorado State Parks.

The video highlights several activities and special attractions
in the area.

The video is online at: www.youtube.com/blmcolorado
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In the News

Interior continues solar spree with approval of 1,000-
megawatt project in Calif. desert (10/25/10) :
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama administration has
approved a thousand-megawatt solar project on federal land
in southern California, the largest solar project ever planned
on U.S. public lands.

State park fees increase Nov. 1 (10/21/10) : DENVER -
Fees for daily entry and camping at many of Colorado’s state
parks will go up on Nov. 1 following action by the Colorado
State Parks Board.

Settlement talks fail on Roan Plateau drilling leases
(10/21/10) : A federal judge will rule on whether two-year-
old federal leases for oil and gas drilling on the Roan Plateau
in western Colorado are valid — or not — after settlement
talks between environmental groups and oil and gas
companies failed.

US approves 5th solar plant on western public land

(10/20/10) : BARSTOW, Calif.—Interior Secretary Ken
Salazar has approved a big solar energy plant in the Mojave
Desert, making it the fifth such project on western U.S. public
lands to win federal authorization.

Recent Press Releases

e BLM begins preparing gathered wild horses for adoption (10/29/10)

e Op-Ed: Your Colorado public lands offer hunting adventures and so
much more By Helen Hankins, BLM Colorado State Director (10/27/10)

e BLM to celebrate Mclnnis Canyons National Conservation Area 10th
Anniversary (10/26/10)

e BLM seeks public comment on Upper Colorado River fee adjustments

(10/25/10)

e BLM completes Colorado wild horse gather (10/22/10)

e BLM Announces 2010 Reclamation and Sustainable Mineral
Development Award Winners (10/18/10)
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Hot Topics
Working together for the greater good

By Rae Brooks for Firewise of Southwest
Colorado

Land: Donated by a local rancher. Building: Paid for by a
state government grant. Water storage tanks: Delivery and
plumbing hardware covered by a grant from the local fire
council, with excavation donated by a local contractor and
muscle power provided by volunteer firefighters.

The result: The fifth and newest station of the Fort Lewis
Mesa Fire Protection District in southwestern Colorado.
Situated on Country Road 117 about 21 miles west of
Durango, Station #5 opened in April 2010.

“There's actually more work in doing it this way than going
out and putting the money on the table,” said Chief Steve
Ebner. “Problem is, we don’t have the money to put on the
table.”

The Fort Lewis Mesa fire district covers about 250 square
miles, with 35 volunteer members providing protection from
structural and wildland fire to1,450 rural households. Station
#5 is located on the district’s western side, which is highly
susceptible to fire, with frequent summer lightning strikes.

The 1,838-square-foot building houses a water tender,
engine and brush tanker. Although it is not staffed around the
clock, nine volunteers live within three miles.

The community, Chief Ebner added, was a big help in building
the station. The property owners’ association at Vista de Oro,
a nearby subdivision, initially located the land for the station.
Neighbor Ted Wiedemann agreed to donate eight acres from
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his 100-acre holding.

Vista de Oro also maintains the county road that the station
sits on, and does snow plowing in the winter.

After the parcel, worth $68,000, was subdivided from
Wiedemann's property, the fire protection district applied for
a Department of Local Affairs grant to build the station, with
letters of support from Vista de Oro. It received $139,000,
which covered the cost of construction.

“When the state sees that the local community really wants
this to happen, it makes a difference,” said J.T. Coyne, Vista
de Oro Firewise Ambassador.

For water storage, Ebner tracked down two 12,000-gallon
tanks in New Mexico, then asked the Firewise Council of
Southwest Colorado for $4,500 to ship the tanks to Colorado
and buy parts to plumb them to the fire district’s
requirements. A local contractor offered to bury the tanks
and volunteer firefighters did the plumbing.

With a clip of a ceremonial ribbon strung across the bay
doors, the new station officially opened on April 23, 2010.
Clyde Johnson, president of the fire district’s board of
directors, did the ribbon-cutting honors before a crowd that
included two La Plata county commissioners, all five members
of the fire district’s board of directors, and Ebner and his
assistant chief.

The new station proved its worth less than two months later.
In the early morning hours of June 20, the King Coal Mine
called 911 to report that fire had broken out in a large
equipment-repair shop.

Station #5 lay just three miles from the mine. Previously, the
nearest station was more than eight miles away. Crew from
Station #5 were at the mine within 11 minutes, and
successfully suppressed the fire, saving much of the
equipment in the building and preventing the fire from
spreading into nearby dry brush.

In September 2010 the finishing touch was put on the Station
when mitigation was completed on the nine-acre parcel. Chief
Ebner had asked Fuels Specialist Todd Gardiner of the
Dolores Public Lands Office if the BLM would consider treating
the 40-acre parcel just to the north of the Station.

“The BLM land was dense pinyon-juniper forest and definitely
needed treatment,” said Gardiner. Gardiner coordinated it so
the contractor hydro-mowed the station land at the same
time.
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Contact Us
Stay up-to-date with BLM Colorado via:
Web page
Facebook
YouTube

Bureau of Land Management - Colorado ¢ 2820 Youngfield St. ¢ Lakewood, CO 80215
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