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BLM in the Spotlight In This Issue

America's Great Outdoors Listening Session BLb bt ot o0
In the News
This past April, at the White House Conference on America’s Great
Outdoors, President Obama signed a memorandum establishing the EEEERISHESSIEIEEEES
America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to develop a conservation
agenda worthy of the 21st century and to reconnect Americans with
our great outdoors. The President understands that protecting and  fge/s1e=1e S0 [
restoring the lands and waters that we love and reconnecting
people to the outdoors must happen at the local level.

The next event is scheduled in Colorado. Listening Session and
Discussion Information:

Grand Junction Location

When: Friday, July 16th, 9 am — Noon

Where: Two Rivers Convention Center, 159 Main St.
Grand Junction, CO 81501

Denver-Metro Location

When: Friday, July 16th, 2 pm —5 pm

Where: Denver Marriott West, 1717 Denver West Blvd.
Golden, CO 80401

visit http://www.doi.gov/americasgreatoutdoors/ for more
information.

Visit offers perspective on geothermal footprint
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By
Vanessa
Delgado,
BLM
Public
Affairs
Specialist

Recently, the Bureau of
Land Management, U.S.
Forest Service, Colorado
Division of Wildlife, and a
Gunnison County
representative as well as a
member from the Southwest Resource Advisory Council visited the
geothermal Raft River Energy Plant in Burley, Idaho.

The purpose was to help better understand the dynamics of a
geothermal energy plant, which is important considering the BLM
and Forest Service are currently undergoing scoping to determine if
leasing for geothermal energy is appropriate in the Gunnison Basin.

Public input and participation in natural resource management is
key to ensuring the sustainability of public lands in the Basin. The
scoping ended June 24; however, the public is always welcome to
submit their concerns to the Gunnison Field Office.

The BLM and U.S. Forest Service received a nomination to lease
nearly 9,000 acres for geothermal mineral rights on BLM, Forest
Service and split-estate lands near Wuanita Hot Springs and Tomichi
Dome. Split-estate is where the surface lands are privately owned
with federal minerals underneath.

Our role is to ensure key wildlife habitats are protected as well as
consider the effects on adjacent landowners, and our partner
agencies and stakeholders. We are also mindful of the
Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement developed in 2008
by the BLM and Forest Service in an effort to make geothermal
energy resources available.

Scott Nichols from U.S. Geothermal, the company managing the
plant, provided a tour of the two-level binary plant, which produces
about 11-12 megawatts during the winter and 9.5-11 megawatts of
energy during the summer. Each megawatt can heat about 750 -
1,000 homes per year.

According to Nichols, excess water from the plant can be used as
irrigation water or for greenhouses. Operators from the plant also
plan to build a riparian habitat using that excess water.

If the BLM or Forest Service determines that geothermal energy is
appropriate for the Gunnison Basin, and a company is awarded a
lease through our quarterly lease sale, the company will then enter
the exploratory phase to determine where the best location is to
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develop geothermal energy.

The BLM will then process all the necessary environmental analysis,
including additional public scoping, to determine if, and under what
circumstances, a plan for a geothermal energy plant may be
approved. This process usually takes years to complete, and would
remain open to public input throughout every step.

The main messages for the public are: no decision has been made,
public input is vital, and leasing does not equal development.

Please visit the Gunnison Field Office to follow this topic online at
www.blm.gov/co.

Initiative to put veterans back to work kicks off in

southwestern Colorado
Ann Bond, Public

Affairs Specialist,

San Juan Public Lands

Center

The San Juan Public Lands
Center is proud to announce
recent accomplishments to meet
the requirements of a
Presidential executive order from
2009 aimed at employing military
veterans in the Federal
government. The goal is to assist
veterans in re-entering civilian
life and finding employment.

Under a programmatic
agreement with the Southwest
Conservation Corporation (SCC),
veterans are being hired and
trained to work on Bureau of Land Management hazardous fuels
reduction projects in Colorado. The San Juan’s veteran crew has
received wildland firefighting and fuels mitigation training, and is
currently conducting hand-thinning operations on BLM lands on
Animas City Mountain on the northwestern edge of Durango.

"I realize the sacrifice the veterans have made for our nation and
believe it is our responsibility to assist them in re-entering civilian
life and finding employment,” said Shawna Legarza, BLM Fire
Management Officer for the Columbine Field Office. “In return, their
work is helping us reduce fire danger on public lands in wildland/
urban interface areas.”
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In the News

Speak out for Colorado’s Great Outdoors (7/13/10) - On Friday,
Western Coloradans will have a unique opportunity to influence public
lands policy that will help determine what kind of outdoor world our
children will inherit. President Barack Obama’s Great Outdoors America
Initiative will bring its “listening session” to Grand Junction to give
ordinary citizens the opportunity to express their vision for the future of
our nation’s open spaces.

Rep. Salazar discusses energy in Steamboat (7/13/10) -
Steamboat Springs — U.S. Rep. John Salazar expressed his support
Monday for natural gas exploration on the Vermillion Basin and asked
Moffat County Commissioner Audrey Danner to help with
recommendations he can take straight to the top.

'Over the River' impact to be announced (7/12/10) - Beginning
July 16, the Bureau of Land Management will release its Over the River
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for public review. It will be
available at bim.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/planning/otr.html.

BLM Surveyors Navigate Pikes Peak Property (7/11/10) - PIKES

PEAK, Colo. -- After an hour of finicky excavating, Wayne Hancock pries a
granite slab from the tundra below Pikes Peak's lonely South Slope.

Resources pull together to fight wildfires (7/09/10) - With the
recent Parkdale Canyon fire, Fremont County residents had a rare front-
row glimpse into how an Incident Management Team operates. Local fire
departments and law enforcement responded to the fire June 18, just 14
miles west of Cafion City.

Recent Press Releases

e 2010 Take Pride In America National Award Winners Announced (07-13-
10)

¢ BLM to close Coal Canyon Road for maintenance (07-13-10)

e Containment expected Monday evening on the Rough Fire (07-12-10)

e Firefighters and BLM rangers respond to multiple human-caused fires
over holiday (07-07-10)

e BLM to Host Open House for Proposed Mountain Island Land Exchange

(07-07-10)

o BLM Seeks Input on McClane Canyon Mine Request for Lease
Modification and Proposal for Mine Expansion (07/02/10)

e Fire restrictions begin July 2 for BLM Grand Junction, Colorado River
Valley Field Offices (07-01-10)

* BLM plan proposes balanced management, responsible oil and gas
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leasing in NW Colorado, and protection of Vermillion Basin (6/29/10)

Hot Topics

Managing the impact of wildfires on

communities

By Lynn

Barclay,

Fire

Mitigation/
Education Specialist

BLM Colorado provides financial and technical support to
communities and rural fire departments to lessen the impacts from
wildland fires.

As the nation’s demographics change, developed areas and home
locations extend more and more into wildland areas. Community
involvement at the homeowner and local fire department level is a
critical element in restoring landscapes and reducing fire hazards
near homes and communities. The Community Assistance and Rural
Fire Assistance programs are targeted to help the state and local
communities develop and implement citizen-driven solutions that
will reduce risks associated with wildland fires.

The Community Assistance program is available to fire departments,
local governments, community service organizations, educational
institutions and non-profit organizations that play a role in fire
prevention and mitigation. Grants are awarded through an
application and review process, and can be used for a variety of fire
mitigation measures. A few of those projects include: planning and
developing Community Wildfire Protection Plans; risk mapping;
identifying hazardous fuel reduction areas; educational and outreach
programs such as Firewise; and creating GIS data for county fire
planning. The announcement for these applications is
available at www.grants.gov under funding number
L10AS00172 and is open until Friday, August 6, 2010. The
maximum award per application is $35,000.

BLM also supports the Rural Fire Assistance program to provide
funding for the following items: Personal Protective Equipment and
Basic Gear; New Generation Fire Shelters (Training shelters also
allowable); Communications equipment; Basic Tools/Equipment;
Basic Wildland Fire Training; and Other equipment. Enhancing
firefighter safety and protection is the primary focus of this
program. Many rural and volunteer fire departments provide initial
attack and wildland fire support to federal and state agencies.

These grants are available to fire departments that serve
communities of less than 10,000 people, and the maximum award
allowed is $20,000. The departments apply for RFA funding through
an application and review process similar to Community Assistance.
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This year’s RFA funds will soon be distributed to rural and volunteer
departments across Colorado.

Both grant programs are administered and managed by BLM
Mitigation/Education/Prevention Specialists located at Grand
Junction, Craig, Cafon City, Montrose, and Durango.

Contact Us
Stay up-to-date with BLM Colorado via:
Web page
Facebook
YouTube

Bureau of Land Management - Colorado ¢ 2820 Youngfield St. ¢ Lakewood, CO 80215
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