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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
 

NUMBER
 

:  DOI-BLM-CO-110-2011-0095-CX 

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBER

 

:  COC37474, COC01183226, COC118327, CO119985, 
COC119986 

PROJECT NAME
 

:  Natural Soda Sodium Lease Renewals (5 Leases) 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
All of Section 13, 14, 17, 22-27, 29, and 33  

       T1S, T98W, 6th PM 

Portions of Section 15, 16, 19-22, 29, 30, and 34 
 
APPLICANT:
 

  Natural Soda Inc. and Natural Soda Holdings Inc. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION:
Background/Introduction:  Natural Soda is an existing in-situ nahcolite (sodium bicarbonate) 
solution mine with an annual production of approximately 120,000 tons of sodium bicarbonate. 
The mine has been in continuous operations since initiation of solution mining operations in 
1991. Natural Soda Inc. currently holds four (4) federal sodium leases that are formed into Wolf 
Ridge Mining Unit (8,222.6 acres). Natural Soda Holdings Inc. is the holder of one (1) sodium 
preference right lease, COC01199985 (1319.59 acres). All federal sodium leases issued after 
August 4, 1976 are subject to renewal at the end of the first 20-year term and every subsequent 
10 year term thereafter. 

   

 
Proposed Action:  The above mentioned preference right sodium mineral leases were originally 
issued effective June 1, 1971. The first renewal occurred in 1991 after the initial 20 year lease 
term. They were subsequently renewed in 2001 and are currently up for renewal. Terms, 
conditions, and stipulations of the existing leases need to be reviewed to determine applicability 
to current management. (See attached example Lease COC37474) 
 
PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW

 

:  The Proposed Action is subject to and has been reviewed 
for conformance with (43 CFR 1610.5-3, BLM 1601.08) the following plan: 

Name of Plan

 

: White River Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management 
Plan (ROD/RMP). 

 Date Approved
 

:  July 1, 1997 
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 Decision Number/Page
 

: 2-6 

Decision Language

 

:  “Facilitate the orderly and environmentally sound development of 
sodium resources occurring on public lands.” 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW

 

:  The Proposed Action qualifies as a categorical 
exclusion under 516 DM 11.9, Number F-2: “Approval of mineral lease readjustments, renewals, 
and transfers including assignments and subleases.” 

The Proposed Action has been reviewed with the list of extraordinary circumstances described in 
the table below. This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no 
extraordinary circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the 
environment. None of the following extraordinary circumstances in 43 CFR 46.215 apply. 
 

Exception YES NO 

1. Have significant adverse effects on public health and safety.  X 
2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique 

geographic characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, 
recreation, or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; 
national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; 
prime farmlands; wetlands, floodplains; national monuments; 
migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas. 

 X 

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve 
unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available 
resources. 

 X 

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental 
effects or involve unique or unknown environmental risks.  X 

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in 
principle about future actions with potentially significant 
environmental effects. 

 X 

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually 
insignificant but cumulatively significant environmental effects.  X 

7. Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, in 
the National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the 
bureau of office. 

 X 

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, 
on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have adverse 
effects on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 

 X 

9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local or tribal law or requirement 
imposed for the protection of the environment.  X 

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or 
minority populations  X 

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal 
lands by Indian religious practitioners or significantly affect the 
physical integrity of such sacred sites. 

 X 
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Exception YES NO 
12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of 

noxious weeds or non-native invasive species known to occur in the 
area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or 
expansion of the range of such species. 

 X 

 
 
INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW
 

:   

The Proposed Action was presented to, and reviewed by the White River Field Office 
interdisciplinary team on 4/12/2011. A list of resource specialists who participated in this review 
is available upon request from the White River Field Office. 
 
 
REMARKS
 

: 

Cultural Resources: The current, existing, lease terms cover all cultural resource concerns. (KB 
6/8/2011) 
 
Native American Religious Concerns: No Native American religious concerns are known in the 
area, and none have been noted by Ute tribal authorities. Should future inventories, or 
consultations with Tribal authorities, reveal the existence of such sensitive properties, 
appropriate mitigation and/or protection measures may be undertaken. (KB 6/8/2011) 
  
Threatened and Endangered Wildlife Species:  There are no additional animal species potentially 
influenced by lease development that are listed to, proposed for listing, or candidate for listing 
under the Endangered Species Act. The Brewer’s sparrow, a widely distributed and common 
migratory bird associated with the various forms of sagebrush and mixed shrub communities 
throughout the WRFO, is the only BLM-sensitive species known to occur in the project area. 
The lease tracts encompass at least 3,000 acres of contiguous Wyoming big sagebrush habitat—
all of which constitutes suitable nesting habitat for these sparrows. Over the last 20 years of mine 
operation, clearing and occupation of sagebrush habitats has reduced the availability of habitat 
suited for these birds’ breeding activities by about 35 acres (~1 percent within lease holding; ~30 
permanent acres for the process facilities, less than 10 acres in the well field). Although well 
field disturbance is subject to interim and final reclamation practices, these sites would require at 
least 20 years to regain woody structure capable of supporting nesting functions. Conversely, 
development of at least 13 small 0.5 to 4 acre well pads placed in juniper stands has initiated the 
concurrent development of about 22 acres of small sagebrush parks that will be eventually 
colonized by these birds. Since this pattern of development is expected to continue through the 
next decade, the amount of sagebrush habitat that remains unavailable for nesting within the 
leases is likely to remain at about 1 percent, with commensurate declines in the species’ 
abundance. Activity at this plant is localized and of low intensity. This activity pattern may 
prompt an avoidance response in the birds during the nesting season, but would have little 
additive influence on the suppression of overall breeding bird abundance. Overall, lease 
development would have discountable levels of effect on nesting populations of Brewer’s 
sparrow in the lease area. (EH 6/7/2011) 



 

DOI-BLM-CO-110-2011-0095-CX 4 

 
Threatened and Endangered Plant Species:  Current lease development will not impact special 
status plant species. The northern portion of the lease boundary along Yellow Creek and Duck 
Creek is occupied habitat for special status plants; however, currently only small-scale localized 
development on pads between 0.5-4 acres in size is occurring on the southern portion of the 
lease. This development is taking place approximately 2 miles south of any occupied habitat and 
continued development of this lease is anticipated to continue in much the same way. Any future 
development around special status plant species will be analyzed in another site-specific NEPA 
document that will address impacts. (MLD 6/13/2011) 
 
 
MITIGATION
 

:  None. 

COMPLIANCE PLAN
 

:  “Natural Soda 2010 Mine Plan”   

NAME OF PREPARER
 

:  Paul Daggett 

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR
 

:  Heather Sauls 

 
DECISION AND RATIONALE

 

:  I have reviewed this CX and have decided to approve the 
Proposed Action. 

This action is listed in the Department Manual as an action that may be categorically excluded. I 
have evaluated the action relative to the 12 criteria listed above and have determined that it does 
not represent an exception and is, therefore, categorically excluded from further environmental 
analysis. 
 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS

Location Maps 
:  Sodium Lease COC37474 
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