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Project Name:  High Mesa Gravel Mineral Materials Sale 
 
Location:  W½ of the NW¼, Section 4, T. 15 S., R. 94 W., 6th PM 
 
Applicant:  High Mesa Gravel, LLC 
 
 
Background   
The BLM Uncompahgre Field Office (UFO) has completed Environment Assessment (EA) 
#DOI-BLM-CO-S050-2014-0008, which analyzes effects of issuing a negotiated sales contract 
to High Mesa Gravel, LLC to remove up to 250,000 tons of mineral material over a two-year 
period from their existing gravel pit.  The material is needed to construct two railroad overpass 
ramps on Colorado Highway 92.  
   
Finding of No Significant Impact 

Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained in DOI-BLM-CO-S050-
2014-0008 EA, I have determined that the Proposed Action will not have a significant effect on 
the human environment.   The Proposed Action includes design features which are Special 
Stipulations of the permit.   
 

Rationale  
This FONSI is based on my consideration of the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) 
criteria for significance (40 CFR 1508.27), with regard to the context and the intensity of impacts 
described in the EA.  
 
Operator provided design features would be included in the sales contract authorization as 
special stipulations to the permit.  The design features are directed toward reducing short and 
long term impacts.  
 
Context    

The project area is located south of Colorado Highway 92 in Delta County, Colorado 
approximately ten miles west of Hotchkiss, Colorado.  Topsoil has already been stripped and 
stockpiled from the project area; therefore there will be no increase in the number of disturbed 
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surface acres.  Upon completion of the project, the site will be re-contoured, topsoil applied and 
the area seeded with a BLM approved seed mix.   
 

 

Intensity  

    

1)  Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse.         

There would be some beneficial economic impact due to the addition of jobs associated with the 
excavation and hauling material to the overpass site.  There are not expected to be any significant 
adverse environmental impacts to any of the affected resources.  
 
2)  The degree to which the Proposed Action affects public health and safety. 
The mineral material excavation and transportation activities proposed are not expected to cause 
adverse public health effects.  The Proposed Action includes design features regarding hazardous 
materials and health and safety.  Safety requirements for the proposed mining activity are 
required by the Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety.   
     
3)  Unique Characteristics of the geographic area, such as proximity to historic or cultural 

resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically critical 

areas. 
The project would not affect park lands, prime farmland, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers or 
ecologically critical areas.  The proposed gravel pit is situated on privately owned surface and is 
entirely within a previously disturbed surface area.  Cultural Resource inventory requirements 
are waived under the provisions of BLM 8110.23B2 and 8110.23B4. 
    

4)  The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely to be 

highly controversial. 
The proposed mineral material excavation is not new to this area of western Colorado.  This pit 
has been active since 2000.  The Proposed Action was scoped internally where issues and 
concerns were brought forward and taken into consideration for analysis in preparing the EA.  
All concerns have been addressed in the EA.    
 

5)  The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly uncertain or 

involve unique or unknown risks. 
The proposed mineral material excavation involved with this operation would utilize common 
methods employed in the mining industry and is not expected to produce uncertain or unique 
risks. 
      
6)  The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with significant 

effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration. 
Implementation of the Proposed Action would not set any known precedents or establish any 
principles for future decisions.  The proposed mineral material excavation method has been 
commonly used by the mining industry for over a century. 
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