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STATE OF COLORADO  

John W. Hickenlooper, Governor • Mike King, Executive Director, Department of Natural Resources  
Rick D. Cables, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Parks and Wildlife Commission: David R. Brougham • Gary Butterworth, Vice-Chair • Chris Castilian  
Dorothea Farris • Tim Glenn, Chair •  Allan Jones • Bill Kane • Gaspar Perricone  • Jim Pribyl • John Singletary 

Mark Smith, Secretary • Robert Streeter • Lenna Watson • Dean Wingfield 
 Ex Officio Members: Mike King and John Salazar  

0722 South Road 1 East • Monte Vista, Colorado 81144 
Phone (19) 587-6900 • FAX (719) 587-6934  
wildlife.state.co.us • parks.state.co.us 
 

 
Lori Nielsen 
EDM International, Inc. 
4001 Automation Way 
Fort Collins, CO. 80925 
 
 
Dear Lori, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the Plaza-Waverly 115kV 
transmission-line project.  Since this is a replacement of an existing line, this project is 
unlikely to have significant new impacts on the wildlife resource. 
 
The transmission line crosses the Rio Grande River a migratory corridor.  Deer occupy 
this area year round and well as a small resident elk herd with both calving elk and 
fawning mule deer.   This area has a significant amount of disturbance, with three roads, 
several water diversion structures, and multiple homes.   Projects on both the McDonald 
and Silva ditch diversions are proposed in the river near the transmission line.  Rio 
Grande County has been working on a mitigation project upstream from the transmission 
line for several years with a large amount of heavy equipment activity in the area. 
 
There are no concerns with threatened and endangered species of which we are aware.  
Southwestern willow flycatchers occupy the river corridor but there has not been any 
survey work in the immediate area.  The large mature willow stands that the flycatchers 
appear to prefer along the river are not present where the line is proposed.   
 
Aside from the portion of the transmission line that goes through the Monte Vista 
National Wildlife Refuge there are no specific concentrations of birds that should be a 
concern.  This portion of river is used by wintering waterfowl as long as river flows are 
adequate to keep it open.  Most of the potential impacts to wildlife on this transmission 
line are within the Monte Vista National Wildlife Refuge and those appear to have 
addressed with the USFWS.  
 
This portion of the Rio Grande River adjacent to the transmission line has been a local 
concern for some time.  There is a significant amount of trash and concrete in the river 
from current and abandoned water diversions.  CPW managers and biologists have been 
working with the NRCS and local landowners on a plan to repair the McDonald ditch 
head gate and potentially consolidate it with the Silva ditch.  Fishermen use this area in 
the summer but the success rate is very poor with northern pike and common carp being 
the most common fish caught.  It is unlikely that replacing the transmission line above the 
river will have any effect on the fishery. 



 
STATE OF COLORADO  

John W. Hickenlooper, Governor • Mike King, Executive Director, Department of Natural Resources  
Rick D. Cables, Director, Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

Parks and Wildlife Commission: David R. Brougham • Gary Butterworth, Vice-Chair • Chris Castilian  
Dorothea Farris • Tim Glenn, Chair •  Allan Jones • Bill Kane • Gaspar Perricone  • Jim Pribyl • John Singletary 

Mark Smith, Secretary • Robert Streeter • Lenna Watson • Dean Wingfield 
 Ex Officio Members: Mike King and John Salazar  

 
The Plaza, Zinzer, and Carmel substations locations are currently fenced, have no 
vegetation and are adjacent to agricultural fields.  There are no wildlife occupying these 
sites and the expansion of the plaza site is unlikely to have any impact.  The Waverly site 
likely has some small game use adjacent to the fenced substation that may be temporarily 
displaced with the expansion of the substation.  There is the potential for seasonal water 
to draw more animals in to the adjacent alkali playa.  The plan addresses those concerns 
with the use of timber mats and lack of additional site grading. 
 
Given the information provided, there are no areas of concern or omissions in the plan to 
be addressed.    
 
Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Rick Basagoitia 
Area Wildlife Manager, San Luis Valley 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
 
 




