United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Tres Rios Field Office

NOTICE OF PROPOSED DECISION

INTRODUCTION

The following proposed decision is in response to your request to construct a short section of drift fence
between the Indian Valley Allotment (#17046) and the Disappointment Creek Allotment (#17036) in order to
control livestock from crossing between allotments.

BACKGROUND

Due to a wildfire occurring in this area of the allotments a few years ago, forage became more usable and the
existing natural topographic boundary was no longer serving as an adequate barrier to control permitted
livestock from crossing back and forth between allotments. As a result, this lack of livestock control is
preventing the proper management of livestock for both allotments.

PROPOSED DECISION

Therefore, it is my proposed decision to authorize the construction of the Indian Valley Allotment Drift Fence
located in T42N R17W Section 42 within the Indian Valley Allotment (#17046). Please refer to the attached
map for the fence location. The drift fence will be constructed to meet wildlife requirements. Please refer to

the attached fence specifications.

Construction of the fence by the permittee will be authorized under a Cooperative Range Improvement
Agreement. This cooperative agreement will identify the required fence specifications and will assign
maintenance responsibilities to the Slickrock Grazing, LLC.

In the absence of a protest, this proposed decision shall constitute my final decision without further notice in
accordance with 43 CFR 4160.3(a). Should a timely protest be filed I will consider the points of protest and
other pertinent information and issue my final decision to all persons named in this decision in accordance with

43 CFR 4160.3(b).
RATIONALE

The objective of this drift fence is to maintain the allotment boundary between the Indian Valley Allotment
(#17046) and the Disappointment Creek Allotment (#17036). Due to a wildfire passing through the area a few
years ago, forage became more usable and the existing natural topographic boundary was no longer serving as
an adequate barrier to control permitted livestock from crossing back and forth between allotments.

The proposed fence is approximately 800 feet in length and will tie into existing natural topographic barriers.
The grazing permittee will provide labor for construction while the fence materials will be provided by the Tres
Rios Field Office, BLM. All necessary cultural, vegetation, and wildlife clearances have been completed.

AUTHORITY

Authority for the action described above in the proposed decision is found in 43 CFR Parts 4100.0-8; 4120.3;
4120.3-1: 4120.3-2; 4120.3-4; 4120.3-7; 4160.1 and 4160.3.



RIGHTS OF PROTEST AND/OR APPEAL

Any applicant, permittee, lessee, or other interested public may protest this proposed decision within 15 days
following its receipt in accordance with 43 CFR 4160.2. The protest may be submitted in person or in writing
to the Tres Rios Field Office Manager, Bureau of Land Management, Tres Rios Field Office. 29211 Highway

184, Dolores, CO, 81323.

In the event that this proposed decision becomes the final decision without further notice, any applicant,
permittee, lessee, or other person whose interest is adversely affected by the final BLM grazing decision may
file an appeal for the purpose of a hearing before an administrative law judge in accordance with 43 CFR
4160.3(c), 4160.4, 4.21, and 4.470. The appeal must be filed within 30 days following receipt of the final
decision or 30 days after the date the proposed decision becomes final. The appeal should state the reasons,
clearly and concisely, why the appellant thinks the final BLM grazing decision is in error. A petition for a stay
of the decision pending final determination of the appeal by the administrative law judge may also be submitted
during this same 30 day time period. The appeal, or the appeal and petition for stay, must be in writing and
delivered in person, via the United States Postal Service mail system, or other common carrier, to the Tres Rios
Field Office as noted above. The person/party must also serve a copy of the appeal on any person named [43
CFR 4.421(h)] in the decision and the Office of the Solicitor, 755 Parfet St., Suite 151, Lakewood, CO 80215.

The BLM does not accept appeals by facsimile or emai.

Should you wish to file a petition for a stay in accordance with 43 CFR Section 4.471(c), the appellant shall
show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

The relative harm to the parties if the stay is not granted or denied;

The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits;

The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted: and
4. Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

W b

Within 15 days of filing the appeal, or the appeal and petition for stay, with the BLM officer named above, the
appellant must serve copies to any other person named in this decision and on the Office of the Regional
Solicitor located at 755 Parfet St., Suite 151, Lakewood, CO 80215, in accordance with 43 CFR 4.470(a) and

4.471(b).
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Appendix B
Recommended Fence Specifications
for Big Game Movement |

KIND Of2 Bl GAME NUIMBER MAXIMLIM WIRE SPACING b
LIVESTOCK SPECTES OF WIRLES HEIGH Tiin,) (from ground up) WIRE 1YPE?
Cattle Only Deer 3 3R 16.10.12 Bottom = smooth
Fik
Pronghom

Caule und Deer s 4 40 16,6,6,12 Bottom = smooth
Elk
Pronghom

Sheep Only Deer 4 32 126,08 Bottom = smooth
Flk
Pronghom

Cattle Only Bighorn Sheep 3 39 20,154 Barbed

I These recommendations are designed for facilitating movement of both young and adull big game animals during
all seasons including winter and spring when snow drifting can be expected. Specitications required by states for
right-ol~way fences along major transportation corridors may vary from the above recommendations,

2 No standards are available for rights-of-way and interior pasture fences for bison, but provisions for big game
movement should be considered when building bison lences.

3 Woven (net) wire fences are nol recommended.
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Wildlife Friendly Fence —
Deer, Elk and Antelope
Consideration
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