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Tri-State Fiber Optic ROW

Location: New Mexico Principle Meridian, Colorado
T. 41 N., R. 7 W.,
sec. 19, SE1/4;
sec. 30, El/Z;
sec. 31, NE1/4, Wll2.

The areas described aggregate 3.0 acres.

Applicant/Address: Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 3366953
Denver, CO 80233-0695



Tres Rios Field Office
29211Hwy 184

Dolores, CO g1323

970_882_7692
970-882_6841 (fax)

DECISION RECORI)
Environmental Assessment

D Or-B LM_C O_S 0 I 0_2 0 I 3 _0 04 S_EA
Tri-State Fiber Optic ROW

It is my decision to 3jl11re the Proposed Action, as described on pages 6-g of the Tri-State Fiber optic Row EA (#DOI-nLN,I-CO-SOro-zor:-0045-EA). The authorizedaction would be to issue a 3_0 year righrofway (Rowi;oiri-s,u," Generation andTransmission Association, Inc. for ai optical ground wire (opGW) to be added to Tri-
[?J";;fft.ting 

115 kv overhead po*"i rin". 1rr" now-rJorra be 2 miles long and 10

Authorities: The authority for this decision is contained in Title v of the Federal LandPolicy and Management Act of 1976 andthe-nrvt reguiations (43 cFR 2g00), at thediscretion of the secretary of the Interior or hisrher a"r"g7i"a officer.
compliance and Monitoring: The Row would be subject to monitoring by BLMpersonnel during construction phases, in order to confirm compliance to the stipulationsare met' After the construction phase, the Row would be subject to complianceinspections every 5 years thereafter during the term of the Row.
Terms / conditions / stipulations: Row stipulations are attached, and can also befound in the EA as Appendix B.

][j,':1"",::lrTy,f:,,1,1"31,,r:r_h?y: been reviewed and found to be in conformance withone or more of the following BLM Land Use Plans and the associated decision(s):
Name of Plan: san Juan/San Miguel Resource Management pran (RMp)
Date Approved: September l9g5

Decision Name/Page/Language: The objective is to ensure compatibility of the various multipleuses with environmental protection of natural resources. In general, public land is available forutility and transportation corridor development; however, appiicants *itt u. *"orrug"o to locatenew facilities within existing corridors to the greatest 
"*t"ripossible, Record of Decision for San

,;1t* 
Miguel Resource Murugr-"nt Plan and rinal nnvironmenial r-p"", s,"tement atpage

Alternatives considered: The No Action Alternative analyzed,_denying the Row applicationfor oPGW fiber optic *Gto be installed.to the .*iriing ouLrr"ua I l5 kv power line Row, heldby Tri-State' Tri-state would have continued to op".i," its transmission line using microwave



technology through microwave stations under the existing ROW authorization. No changes in
operation would occur. Under the no action alternative, subleasing would not occur, therefore,
broadband internet services would not be provided to the town of Silverton and other nearby
rural communities through Tri-State.

Rationale for Decision: It is my decision to authorize the OPGW fiber optic ROW as described
in the proposed action, because it is in conformance with all applicable laws and land use plans,
is not in conflict with public uses, and would benefit the community of Silverton and general
public by providing broadband internet service. The ROW stipulations put in place would meet
the goals of the BLM and Tri-State, for managing the resources in the project area.

Scoping began internally on August 23, 2013, and no issues were raised at that time by agency
personnel. A meeting on November 14,2013 between Tri-State and BLM resource specialists
did not result in any identified issues. A field trip on June 13, 2014 looked at site specific
proposed plans, which did not raise any issues or concerns. The proposed alternative was
selected because no issues or concerns were raised during scoping. The proposed alternative
meets the agency and proponent's objectives.

The no action alternative was not selected because it did not meet the proponent's objectives.

Protest/Appeal Lansuage: If you are adversely affected by this decision, within 30 days of
receipt of this decision, you have a right to appeal to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office
of Secretary, in accordance with regulations at 43 CFR Part 4.

This decision goes into effect immediately and will remain in effect while appeals are pending
unless a stay is granted under 43 CFR 528129.

CrW Br.t+
Connie Clementson
Field Manager
Tres Rios Field Office

Date

Attachments: Appendix B, ROW stipulations, Appendix C, Map


