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Based on review of the EA and the supporting documents, I have determined that the project is 

not a major federal action and will not have a significant effect on the quality of the human 

environment, individually or cumulatively with other actions in the general area. No 

environmental effects from any alternative assessed or evaluated meet the definition of 

significance in context or intensity, as defined by 43 CFR 1508.27.  Therefore, an environmental 

impact statement is not required.  This finding is based on the context and intensity of the project 

as described below: 

 

 

RATIONALE:   

 

Context:  The proposed action was selected in response to community demand for access and 

trail opportunities in the area and need to manage recreation use to reduce impacts to soils, 

vegetation, and adjacent properties. Located directly outside of Cañon City, Colorado adjacent to 

medium density housing developments the area is important to the local community for the 

natural setting and recreation opportunity it provides. The project does not have significance 

outside of the local community.  

 

Intensity: 

I have considered the potential intensity/severity of the impacts anticipated from the South 

Cañon Trail Development Project decision relative to each of the ten areas suggested for 

consideration by the CEQ. With regard to each: 

 

Impacts that may be beneficial and adverse:   
Minor negative impacts are anticipated to wildlife (upland, riparian and avian), soils, and 

vegetation. It is acknowledged however that since recreation use in the area is already occurring 

these impacts are not anticipated to greatly increase those that would occur through any of the 

action alternatives and would serve to bring some of that use under control. Both positive and 

negative impacts are anticipated to occur for recreation resources. For those seeking solitude and 

desire less developed areas the proposed action will result in decrease in satisfaction. For those 

who see development as positive and welcome the legal public access and the opportunities that 

a new trail system will provide the action will be seen as a positive contribution to individuals 

and the community. It is anticipated that impacts to law enforcement will be neutral since the 

area sees very little violations currently and increases are not anticipated. 

 

Public health and safety:   
Indirectly, the proposed action would result in improvements to public health and safety. 

Though not specifically addressed in this plan, the planning effort highlighted a number of safety 

concerns. These have either been addressed or will be addressed through future actions.  



 

Unique characteristics of the geographic area:  
The area does not have any unique characteristics that need to be considered. 

 

Degree to which effects are likely to be highly controversial:   
The effects of trail development and recreation management are long established and 

there is no disagreement on the effects that this project would have on other resources.  

 

Degree to which effects are highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks:   
The effects of trail development and recreation management are long established and well 

known. The effects of the proposed action are not highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown 

risks.  

 

Consideration of whether the action may establish a precedent for future actions 

with significant impacts:   
This decision is like one of many that have previously been made and will continue to be 

made by BLM responsible officials regarding trail development and recreation management on 

public lands.  The decision is within the scope of the Resource Management Plan and is not 

expected to establish a precedent for future actions. The decision does not represent a decision in 

principle about a future consideration. 

 

Consideration of whether the action is related to other actions with cumulatively 

significant impacts:   
Cumulative impacts have been determined to be mostly neutral for most resources due to 

the relatively small extent and net positive impact it will have to recreation management. 

 

Scientific, cultural or historical resources, including those listed in or eligible for 

listing in the National Register of Historic Places: 

A cultural resource inventory was conducted for the project area and no significant 

cultural or historical resources were identified to be impacted.  

 

Threatened and endangered species and their critical habitat:   
Golden Blazing Star’s (Mentzelia chrysantha) is known to occur in the project area and 

could be present where the trails are proposed.  The impact analysis indicated that the trail 

system could result in impacts to individuals of this species but would not substantially impact 

the viability of the population or its overall habitat. To mitigate impacts it is recommended that a 

survey be conducted in the area and the trails would be designed to avoid known populations.   

 

Any effects that threaten a violation of Federal, State or local law or requirements 

imposed for the protection of the environment:  The proposed action conforms with the 

provisions of NEPA (U.S.C. 4321-4346) and FLPMA (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) and is compliant 

with the Clean Water Act and The Clean Air Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Endangered Species Act. 
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