Posted:

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

A. Background
BLM Office: Kremmling Field Office Lease/Serial/Case File No.: N/A

Number: DOI-BLM-LLCON02000-120-2012-00-38-CX

Proposed Action Title/Type: Owl Mountain Road 2502 Temporary Closure

Location of Proposed Action: T.6N., R. 78 W. sec. 35, 6™ P.M.
T.7N., R.78 W. sec. 2, 6" P.M.

Description of Proposed Action:

Owl Mountain Road 2502 is a BLM-administered maintained road that requires immediate
construction work to provide for public health and safety. Due to the Mountain Pine Beetle
epidemic and subsequent mass tree mortality, subsurface flows of water have shifted since there
are less trees absorbing ground water. The road in that area has been in poor condition the past
year with sliding and eroding into the drainage ditch and the outside edge of the road. Damage
was augmented by the heavy truck traffic from logging operations and public use this past fall
and winter with vehicles driving along the edge of the road to avoid the erosion in the center.
The road has become a safety hazard to travel along. Without immediate road work, there is a
chance the road template in that section could be lost and would create a severe hazard to the
public. The road needs to be excavated in an area approximately 50 feet in length and 35 feet
wide and would have cloth, rock and a culvert installed to allow water to flow under the
roadway. The area excavated would then be filled in and graveled to allow for safe passage. The
closure would begin Monday, June 25™ and continue until work is completed. The closure would
be implemented by signage and temporary fencing across the roadway north of the road
construction and by locked gate at the USFS boundary to the south. Work completion is
estimated to be Thursday, 28" or Friday June 29™.

B. Land Use Plan Conformance
Land Use Plan Name: Kremmling Resource Management Plan (RMP), Record of
Decision (ROD)
Date Approved/Amended: December 19, 1984; Updated February 1999
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Decision Number/Page: Decision Number 11 B 7b, Page 11

Objective Language: “Maintain existing recreational facilities in order that they last for their
designed life expectancies and so public health and safety are not endangered while on
site.”

C. Compliance with NEPA:
The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 2, Appendix 1.

I. Emergency Stabilization

(1) Planned actions in response to wildfires, floods, weather events, earthquakes, or landslips
that threaten public health or safety, property, and/or natural and cultural resources, and that
are necessary to repair or improve lands unlikely to recover to a management-approved
condition as a result of the event. Such activities shall be limited to: repair and installation of
essential erosion control structures; replacement or repair of existing culverts, roads, trails,
fences, and minor facilities; construction of protection fences; planting, seeding, and mulching;
and removal of hazard trees, rocks, soil, and other mobile debris from, on, or along roads, trails,
campgrounds, and watercourses. These activities:

(a) Shall be completed within one year following the event;

(b) Shall not include the use of herbicides or pesticides;

(c) Shall not include the construction of new roads or other new permanent
infrastructure;

(d) Shall not exceed 4,200 acres; and

(e) May include temporary roads which are defined as roads authorized by contract,
permit, lease, other written authorization, or emergency operation not intended to be part
of the BLM transportation system and not necessary for long-term resource management.
Temporary roads shall be designed to standards appropriate for the intended uses,
considering safety, cost of transportation, and impacts on land and resources; and

(f) Shall require the treatment of temporary roads constructed or used so as to permit the
reestablishment by artificial or natural means, or vegetative cover on the roadway and
areas where the vegetative cover was disturbed by the construction or use of the road, as
necessary to minimize erosion from the disturbed area. Such treatment shall be designed
to reestablish vegetative cover as soon as practicable, but at least within 10 years after the
termination of the contract.

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary
circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The
proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in
516 DM2 apply.
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NATIONAL Owl Mountain Road 2502

SYSTEM OF
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Land Status
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Bureau of Land Mt
[ Division of Wildiife
US Forest Service
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INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW:

Name Title Area of Date Review
Responsibility Completed
John Monkouski Outdoor Recreation | Recreation, 6/23/12
Planner Wilderness,
Transportation and
Access, Noise
Megan McGuire Wildlife Biologist T&E Species 6/25/12
Bill Wyatt Archaeologist Cultural & Paleo 6/25/12
D. Signature
Authorizing Official:_/s/ Susan Cassel Date: 6/25/12

Name:

Susan Cassel

(Signature)

Title:

Associate Field Manager

Contact Person

For additional information concerning this CX review, contact:

John Monkouski

Outdoor Recreation Planner
BLM Kremmling Field Office

(970) 724-3040
PO BOX 68

Kremmling, CO 80459
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