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CURRENT STATUS 
 
Friends of the Mustangs is a volunteer advocacy group that works closely with the BLM to improve and 
maintain range conditions for the Little Book Cliffs Wild Horse Range. The volunteers maintain water 
developments, keep records of horses born on the range and assist in the agency’s fertility control 
program. In 2002, volunteers from the group began darting mares with Porcine zona pellucida (PZP) to 
reduce the need for gathers. In September 2013, the Grand Junction Field Office gathered 13 horses, 
marking the first gather for this herd since 2007. Prior to 2007, reproduction numbers placed 
unsustainable demands on the range, requiring a gather every three to four years.  
 
Great Escape Mustangs Sanctuary and Sand Wash Advocates Team work together to help the BLM 
maintain and improve the Sand Wash Basin HMA, located in the Little Snake Field Office in Craig. 
Both groups assist the BLM in PZP darting, which is challenging due to the HMA’s size and horse 
numbers. The HMA has 190 excess horses above its HMA of 165-360, so a future gather is likely. 
 
BLM Colorado is currently analyzing whether to gather up to 167 of the 530 excess horses in its White 
River Field Office in northwest Colorado. The gather is tentatively scheduled for September 2015. The 
White River Field Office includes the Piceance-East Douglas Herd Management Area (HMA) and West 
Douglas Herd Area (HA). The Piceance-East Douglas HMA was created in 1980. Its appropriate 
management level is 135-235 horses and its current population is 377 horses. Historically, horses 
migrated from East Douglas to West Douglas seasonally. In 1983, the construction of State Highway139 
split West and East Douglas, creating a barrier for migrating horses and leaving horses remaining in 
West Douglas with marginal habitat. There are approximately 365 excess horses in West Douglas. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
BLM Colorado manages four wild horse HMAs: the Little Book Cliffs Wild Horse Range, managed by 
the Grand Junction Field Office, the Sand Wash Basin Herd Management Area, managed by the Little 
Snake Field Office, the Piceance-East Douglas Herd Management Area, managed by the White River 
Field Office, and the Spring Creek Basin Herd Management Area, managed by the Dolores Field Office. 
The BLM sets an AML for each HMA based on the ecological carrying capacity of the HMA. These 
primarily self-sustaining herds will exceed the carrying capacity of the resources with normal growth 
rates.  
 
Historically, the agency has managed horse populations through gathers, but fertility control through the 
use of PZP is showing promise as an effective method to manage reproduction levels. Mares treated 
with a dart containing the contraceptive will not get pregnant for approximately 12 months after 
receiving inoculation and booster shots. Effective PZP fertility control requires 70 percent of mares to 
receive treatment annually. Use of PZP in the Little Book Cliffs, Sand Wash Basin and Spring Creek has 
shown signs of success but requires more time to analyze.  
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