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SUBJECT: West Douglas Herd Arca Excess Wild Horse Determination Decision

INTRODUCTION:

As you are aware, in 2012, the litigation (Colorado Wild Horse and Burro Coalition, Inc. v.
Salazar, No. 10-1645-RMC (D.D.C.), on the 2005 West Douglas Herd Area (WDHA)
Amendment was dismissed by the U.S. District Court as not ripe for judicial review. Based on
the dismissal of that court case, I instructed the WRFO staff to prepare a report of the current
situation and history of the management within the WDHA and surrounding area to help in
making a determination in whether an excess of wild horses exists within the WHDA and the
adjacent arca.

This report (attachment A) was completed on January 14, 2015 and was based on the
requirements under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 and the BLM’’s
Manual 4700 for determining whether an excess of wild horses exists. The report concluded with
a recommendation that I consider the wild horses within the WDHA to be excess and begin the
development of a gather plan to remove excess wild horses from within and outside the WDHA.

I have concluded my review of said report and have carefully considered in accordance with 16
USC § 1332(f), "excess animals" means wild free roaming horses or burros 1) which have been
removed from an area by the Secretary pursuant to application law or, 2) which must be removed
from an arca in order to preserve and maintain a thriving natural ecological balance and multiple-
use relationship in that arca.



DECISION

Based upon my review of said report (attachment A), and after consideration of all applicable
laws, regulations and rules, it is my decision that all wild horses within the WDHA and those

that have relocated outside the WDHA boundaries are excess. Therefore, I have instructed my
staff to begin the process to implement the development of a removal plan for all excess wild

horses from within and adjacent to the WDHA boundaries in order to preserve and maintain a
thriving natural ecological balance and multiple-use relationship in those areas.
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Attachment A: Memorandum Dated: January 14, 2015, West Douglas Herd area Review of
Current Situation



