
Curecanti National Recreation Area
	 Three	reservoirs,	named	for	corresponding	dams	on	the	Gunni-
son	River,	form	the	heart	of	Curecanti.	Blue	Mesa	Reservoir	is	Colora-
do’s	largest	body	of	water,	and	is	the	largest	Kokanee	Salmon	fishery	in	
the	U.S.	Morrow	Point	Reservoir	is	the	beginning	of	the	Black	Canyon,	
and	below,	East	Portal	is	the	site	of	the	Gunnison	Diversion	Tunnel,	a	
National	Historic	Civil	Engineering	Landmark.
	 All	motorized	watercraft	at	Curecanti	are	required	to	be	inspect-
ed	for	aquatic	invasive	species	before	and	after	launch.		For	more	infor-
mation	go	to	www.nps.gov/cure.

•  Cimarron Campground
	 The	campground	has	22	sites,	some	suitable	for	large	RVs,	on	
a	paved	loop	road.		Toilets	are	available	seasonally	(mid-May	–		Oct.	
1)	at	the	campground,	picnic	area	and	visitor	center.		Drinking	water	is	
available	seasonally	in	the	campground	and	picnic	area.		There	is	an	RV	
dump	station	(open	seasonally)	across	from	the	picnic	area	restroom.
The	picnic	area	has	5	tables	with	grills	partially	shaded	by	large	cotton-
woods	and	one	cabana	with	several	tables.	
	 From	Montrose	(Jct.	US	50	&	US	550),	travel	east	on	US	50	
about	20	miles.		Turn	left	at	the	sign	“Cimarron,	Curecanti	National	
Recreation	Area,	Train	Exhibit,	Morrow	Point	Dam”.		Cross	the	bridge.		
The	picnic	area	is	to	the	right.		The	campground	is	to	the	left	just	past	
the	visitor	center.		
	 GPS:		N38.44294	W107.55504

In	response	to	the	threats	posed	by	Aquatic	Nuisance	Species,	like	
Zebra	and	Quagga	mussels,	many	waters	in	Colorado	now	require	
inspections	before	launch.		All	boats	and	other	floating	devices	of	
any	kind	including	their	content,	motors,	trailers	and	other	associ-
ated	equipment	are	subject	to	inspections	prior	to	launch	or	de-
parture	in	these	waters.		For	more	information	visit	http://wildlife.
state.co.us/Fishing/Pages/MandatoryBoatInspections.aspx.

Gunnison River Basin
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park

	 Black	Canyon	of	the	Gunnison	National	Park	
is	renowned	for	its	steep	and	deep	canyon	carved	over	
millennia	by	the	Gunnison	River.	Prepare	yourself	for	
2,000	foot	high,	narrow	canyon	walls	dropping	almost	
vertically	to	the	Gunnison	River.	For	more	information	
go	to	www.nps.gov/blca.	

•  East Portal Campground
	 Situated	in	the	shade	of	a	grove	of	box	elder	trees,	the	camp-
ground	is	located	at	the	bottom	of	Black	Canyon,	one	and	a	half	
miles	downstream	from	Crystal	Dam.	The	campground	is	located	near	
the	historic	Gunnison	River	Diversion	Tunnel	where	exhibits	tell	the	
story	of	the	tunnel	and	town.		The	road	into	the	area	is	among	the	most	
impressive	scenic	drives	in	the	US.
	 There	are	15	tent	sites	available	on	a	first-come,	first-served	
basis.		Ten	of	the	sites	are	walk-in.		The	campground	and	picnic	area	is	
open	spring	through	fall.	Water	is	available	mid-May	to	early	October.		
Both	the	campground	and	picnic	area	have	vault	toilets.		The	picnic	area	
has	a	large	cabana,	2	grills,	and	several	tables.		The	entrance	fee	to	the	
national	park	applies	to	those	accessing	the	East	Portal	area.
	 From Montrose	(Jct.	US	50	&	US	550),	go	8.3	miles	east	on	US	
50	to	CO	347	on	the	left	(north),	a	well-signed	junction.		Proceed	5.6	
miles	on	CO	347	to	the	park	entrance	station.		Turn	right	just	past	the	
entrance	station	and	go	5.4	miles	to	the	bottom	of	the	canyon.		Turn	hard	
left	for	the	campground	and	continue	straight	ahead	to	the	picnic	area.	 
Due to the steep grades of the East Portal road, use lowest gear and 
watch for rock fall.  Vehicles exceeding 22 feet in length (including 
trailer)  are not permitted on the East Portal road because of the 
steep 16% grade and sharp, narrow curves.  
	 GPS:		N38.52658		W107.64919

•  North Rim Campground
	 On	the	north	rim	of	the	canyon,	this	campground	offers	13	first	
come	first	serve	campsites	within	the	piñon-juniper	forest.	A	nature	trail	
to	the	North	Chasm	View,	some	1,800	feet	above	the	river,	begins	at	the	
campground	and	there	are	many	opportunities	for	hiking	and	climbing	in	
the	area.	The	trail	leads	to	a	second	overlook	with	views	of	Painted	Wall	
and	Serpent	Point	where	swifts,	swallows	and	raptors	are	frequently	
seen.	
	 There	are	no	hook-ups	at	the	North	Rim	and	vehicles	greater	than	
35	feet	total	combined	length	are	not	recommended.		There	is	a	maxi-
mum	of	8	people	and	2	vehicels	per	site.		Water	is	trucked	to	the	camp-
ground;	therefore,	RV	water	filling	is	not	available.		Vault	toilets	are	
available.		There	is	not	a	RV	dump	station.		Bears	frequent	the	area.		All	
food	must	be	kept	in	approved	containers.		Bear	boxes	are	provided.
	 From	Delta	(Jct.US	50	&	CO	92),	take	CO	92	east	35	miles	
through	Hotchkiss	and	Crawford	to	Black	Canyon	Road	(about	3	miles	
south	of	Crawford).		Turn	right	(west)	on	Black	Canyon	Road	and	fol-
low	the	signs	12.2	miles	to	the	North	Rim	
Campground	(6.6	miles	are	gravel	road).		
	 GPS:		N38.58677		W107.70491

•  South Rim Campground
	 On	the	south	rim	of	the	gorge,	this	
campground	offers	88	sites	within	an	oak	
brush	forest.	There	are	opportunities	for	
hiking,	rock	climbing,	bird	watching,	in-
terpretive	tours	and	evening	programs.	The	
self-guided	Rim	Rock	Nature	Trail	begins	at	the	campground.	There	are	
many	excellent	views	of	the	Gunnison	River	and	the	sheer	walls	of	the	
canyon.	Bears	frequent	the	area.	All	food	must	be	kept	in	approved	con-
tainers	and	bear	boxes	are	provided.	Water	is	trucked	to	the	campground;	
therefore,	RV	water	filling	is	not	available.	Electrical	hookups	(30	amp)	
are	available	in	Loop	B.	However,	only	Loop	A	is	open	year	round.	
Vehicles	greater	than	40	feet	are	not	recommended	and	no	generator	use	
is	allowed	in	the	campground.	For	RVs	longer	than	25	feet,	reservations	
are	strongly	recommended.		Sites	can	be	reserved	through	www.recre-
ation.gov	or	by	calling	(877)444-6777.
	 From	Montrose	(Jct.	US50	&	US550),	go	8.3	miles	east	on	US	
50	to	CO	347	on	the	left	(north),	a	well-signed	junction.		Proceed	5.6	
miles	on	CO	347	to	the	park	entrance	station.		Continue	another	0.2	
miles	to	the	campground	entrance	on	the	right	(east).		
	 GPS:		N38.54097		W107.68940

Crawford State Park
	 Open	year-round,	Crawford	State	Park	with	its	400-acre	reser-
voir	and	337	land	acres	offers	camping,	fishing,	water	sports,	hunting,	
and	scenic	mountain	terrain.		Winter	recreation	includes	ice	fishing	and	
cross-country	skiing.		The	park	offers	convenient	access	to	the	North	
Rim	portion	of	the	Black	Canyon	of	the	Gunnison	National	Park.		In	
addition	to	four	day	use	areas,	playgrounds,	and	trails,	the	park	offers	
two	modern,	universally-accessible	campgrounds.		Campsites	may	
be	reserved	from	May	1st	through	Labor	Day.		All	watercraft	must	be	
ispected	before	launching	into	the	reservoir.
	 From	Delta (Jct.	US	50	&	CO	92),	take	CO	92	east	about	33	
miles	through	the	towns	of	Hotchkiss	and	Crawford	to	the	park’s	Visi-
tor	Center	where	detailed,	current	information	on	facilities	and	activi-
ties	may	be	obtained.		GPS:		N38.68743		W107.59531

• Clear Fork Campground 
offers	20	sites	for	basic	camp-
ing.		While	it	can	accommodate	
all	types	of	camping	units,	it	is	
best	suited	for	tents	and	small	
RVs.		Pay	showers,	restrooms,	
and	drinking	water	are	avail-
able.		Cabanas	at	some	sites	
provide	the	only	shade.

• Iron Creek Campground
offers	45	sites	suitable	for	all	
types	of	camping	units,	has	
electric	and	water	hookups,	
with	some	sites	having	50-amp	
service.		The	campground	also	
has	an	RV	Dump	Station,	rest-
rooms,	pay	showers,	boat	ramp,	
accessible	fishing	ramp	and	
walk-in	picnic	area.		Cabanas	
at	some	sites	provide	the	only	
shade.

Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area 
	 The	Gunnison	Gorge	National	Conservation	Area	(NCA)	is	just	
downstream	from	the	Black	Canyon	of	the	Gunnison	National	Park	and	
is	a	unit	of	BLM’s	National	Landscape	Conservation	System.	The	NCA	
offers	a	range	of	hiking,	biking,	equestrian	and	motorized	riding	adven-
tures	on	primitive	roads	and	trails	that	wind	their	way	through	imposing	
adobe	badland	formations,	scenic	sandstone	canyons,	and	diverse	native	
plant	communities.
	 Motorized	watercraft	are	prohibited	on	all	river	sections	in	the	
NCA.

Gunnison Gorge Wilderness
	 Located	in	the	heart	of	the	NCA,	the	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness	
encircles	a	spectacular	double	canyon	formed	by	the	Gunnison	River.	
The	wilderness	area	encompasses	approximately	17,700	acres	of	public	
lands,	including	14	miles	of	the	river,	extending	from	the	northwestern	
boundary	of	the	Black	Canyon	of	the	Gunnison	National	Park	north	to	
a	point	approximately	one	mile	downstream	from	the	confluence	of	the	
Smith	Fork	and	the	mainstem	of	the	Gunnison.
The	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness	offers	a	wild	and	pristine	backcountry	
experience,	spectacular	geology,	world	class	trout	fishing,	and	challeng-
ing	whitewater	boating	adventures.	

•  Camping within the Gunnison Gorge Wilderness
	 The	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness	is	managed	to	preserve	and	
protect	its	wilderness,	scenic	and	recreational	values.	Motorized	river	
craft,	other	motorized	vehicles,	and	mountain	bikes	are	prohibited	in	the	
wilderness.
	 Day	use	and	camping	fees	are	charged	in	the	wilderness	area	and	
can	be	paid	at	trailheads.	Interagency	passes	are	not	valid	for	wilderness	
permit	fees.
	 Camping	within	the	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness	and	Gunnison	
River	corridor	is	allowed	in	primitive	campsites	that	are	designated	for	
either	boater	or	hiker	use.
	 Visitors	must	purchase	camping	permits,	register,	and	reserve	
river	campsites	at	the	wilderness	trailheads	upon	arrival.	Sites	are	avail-
able	on	a	first-come,	first-served	basis.	Maximum	group	size	is	12;	
maximum	length	of	stay	is	2	nights.	Wood	fires	are	prohibited.	Use	camp	
stoves	and/or	fire	pans	with	charcoal.	Portable	toilet	systems	are	required	
for	all	overnight	boater	use.		Backpackers	may	use	primitive	pit	toilets	
located	in	Ute	Park,	at	the	Duncan	river	access	or	at	the	Chukar	river	
campsite.	
	 Check	the	BLM	website,	signs	and	maps	for	additional	regula-
tions	and	information.	

Gunnison Gorge National Conservation Area

River Rafting
	 All	boaters	are	all	required	to	carry	adequate	safety	equipment	
and	comply	with	rafting	regulations.		Boaters	must	use	either	a	camp	
stove	or	charcoal	in	a	fire	pan	and	pack	out	all	ashes.	Portable,	reusable	
camp	toilets	are	required.	A	boater	waste	station	is	located	at	the	Gunni-
son	Forks	takeout	for	disposal	of	human	waste.		One	person	from	each	
group	must	register	at	the	either	the	Chukar	put-in,	Gunnison	Forks,	
Bobcat,	Duncan,	or	Ute	trailheads.

•  Non-Wilderness River Camping 
	 Camping	is	allowed	only	at	the	Cottonwood	Grove	campground	
and	designated	river	campsites	identified	on	BLM	maps	and	signs.		Use	
of	portable	toilet	system	is	required	in	all	river	sites	without	restrooms.	
Maximum	stay	length	is	six	nights/seven	days	for	sites	downstream	of	
Gunnison	Forks.

•  Dispersed Vehicle Camping
	 Camping	is	allowed	in	the	remainder	of	the	NCA	for	up	to	six	
consecutive	nights,	unless	otherwise	posted.	Check	BLM	maps,signs	and	
website	for	camping	information.

Gold Medal Fishing Regulations
	 The	following	fishing	regulations	apply	on	the	Gunnison	River	
from	the	upstream	boundary	of	the	Black	Canyon	National	Park,	
through	the	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness,	and	downstream	to	the	Relief	
Diversion	Ditch	located	5	miles	below	the	North	Fork	of	the	Gunnison	
River:
·	Fishing	by	artificial	flies	and	artificial	lures	only.	
·	All	rainbow	trout	caught	must	be	returned	to	the	water	immediately.	
·	Four-fish	limit	on	Brown	trout.

•  Cottonwood Grove Campground 
	 The	Cottonwood	Grove	Campground	has	six	sites.		Three	have	
cabanas	with	tables	and	grills	and	three	have	only	tables	and	grills.		One	
of	the	cabana	sites	provides	universal	access	camping.		It	is	located	

near	the	wheelchair	accessible	fishing	pier.		There	
is	a	toilet	and	hand-carry	boat	launch	ramp	but	no	
drinking	water	or	trash	service.		There	are	additional	
designated	primitive	camp	and	day	use	sites	along	the	
river.		Visitors	must	provide	their	own	portable	toilet	
to	use	these	sites.
From	Delta	(Jct.	US	50	&	CO	92),	go	east	on	CO	92	

for	5.5	miles	to	CR	H75	Road	on	the	right	(south).		Veer	right	onto	H75	
Road	and	continue	for	4.3	miles,	passing	a	parking	area	with	toilet	be-
fore	coming	to	a	junction	with	South	River	Road.		Turn	right	onto	South	
River	Road	and	go	4.1	miles	to	the	campground	entrance	on	the	left.		
Caution:		The	last	2.6	miles	of	South	River	Road	is	narrow,	rough	and	
steep	with	few	opportunities	for	vehicles	to	pass.		Check	the	road	condi-
tions	before	taking	RVs	into	this	area.		The	road	may	be	impassable	if	
wet.
	 GPS:	N38.77872	W107.85281

•  Chukar Trailhead
	 Although	it	requires	a	one-mile	
hike	to	the	river,	Chukar	Trailhead	is	the	
main	boater	access	for	rafting	the	Gunni-
son	Gorge	section	of	the	Gunnison	River.		
It	also	provides	four	designated	campsites	
with	cabanas,	picnic	tables,	and	grills	for	a	maximum	of	25	people.		
There	is	a	toilet	but	no	drinking	water	or	trash	service.
	 Although	there	are	no	fees	to	use	the	trailhead,	permits	and	
fees	are	required	for	entering	the	adjacent	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness.		
Further	information	is	posted	and	a	self-register	fee	station	is	located	at	
Chukar	Trailhead.
	 From	Montrose	(Jct.	US	50	&	US	550),	take	US	50	north	8.4	
miles	to	Falcon	Road.		Turn	right	onto	Falcon	Road	and	go	3.6	miles.		At	
that	point,	Falcon	Road	becomes	the	unpaved	Peach	Valley	Road.		Con-
tinue	for	1.4	miles	on	Peach	Valley	Road	to	the	sign	on	the	right,	“Chu-
kar	Trail	7	Mi.”		Turn	right	onto	Chukar	Road,	a	rough	4WD	road	that	is	
not	suitable	for	RVs.		
Warning:		Past	3.7	miles	on	Chukar	Road,	a	4WD,	high-clearance	ve-
hicle	is	required	and	the	dirt	road	will	likely	be	impassable	when	wet.		
	 GPS:		N38.61283	W107.83625

•  Ute Trailhead
The	Ute	trailhead	provides	access	to	a	hiking	and	equestrain	
trail	into	the	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness.		Outside	the	Wil-
derness	Area,	there	are	additional	opportunities	for	hiking,	
mountain	biking,	and	four-wheel	driving	in	this	area.		The	
trailhead	provides	two	sites	with	cabanas,	picnic	tables,	and	
grills.	There	is	a	toilet	and	hitch	rail	for	horses,	but	no	drinking	water	or	
trash	service.		
	 Although	there	are	no	fees	to	use	the	trailhead,	day	use	or	camp-
ing	fees	are	required	for	the	adjacent	Gunnison	Gorge	Wilderness.		Fur-
ther	information	is	posted	and	a	self-register	fee	station	is	located	at	Ute	
Trailhead.
	 From	Delta	(Jct.	US	50	&	CO	92),	go	south	on	US	50	for	9.3	
miles	to	Carnation	Road.		Turn	left	(east)	and	go	3	miles	to	6200	Road.		
Turn	left	(north)	onto	6200	Road	and	continue	3.8	miles	to	where	6200	
Road	dead-ends	at	Peach	Valley	Road.		Turn	left	onto	Peach	Valley	Road	
and	go	0.4	miles	to	the	sign	on	the	right	“Ute	Trail	2.5	Mi.”		Turn	right	
and	proceed	to	the	trailhead.		
Warning:		Past	the	Peach	Valley	Road	turn-off,	a	4WD,	high-clearance	
vehicle	is	required	and	the	steep,	rough,	rocky	dirt	road	may	be	impass-
able	when	wet.		RVs	are	not	recommended.	
	 From	Montrose	(Jct.	US	
50	&	US	550),	take	US	50	north.		
2.2	miles	north	of	the	stoplight	in	
Olatha,	look	for	Carnation	Road	
on	the	right.		Turn	right	(east)	and	
follow	the	above	directions.		
	 GPS:		
	 N38.68270	
	 W107.86401
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