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Introduction 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Uncompahgre 
Field Office (UFO) is preparing a comprehensive Resource 
Management Plan (RMP) and associated Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS). The RMP will be prepared as a 
flexible plan to allow evolving management to reflect the 
changing needs of the planning area over the next two 
decades. It will replace the current plans that were 
developed in 1985 and 1989. The BLM requests input from 
you to help identify issues and concerns within and 
adjacent to the planning area. Your input is also sought 
regarding the planning criteria that will be used to evaluate 
these issues.  

BLM Uncompahgre RMP 
Planning Area 
The BLM is an agency in the US Department of the Interior 
that administers 258 million surface acres of America’s 
public lands, located primarily in 12 western states. The 
BLM is separated into state offices and further into district 
and field offices. The RMP is being prepared by the UFO in 
southwestern Colorado. 

The boundary of the planning area encompasses lands in 
six Colorado counties (see map insert): Montrose, Delta, 
Mesa, Gunnison, Ouray, and San Miguel. Management 
direction outlined in the RMP will apply only to the 
approximately 675,000 acres of public land (surface) and 
2.2 million acres of federal mineral estate (subsurface) 
within the planning area. The planning area excludes the 
Gunnison Gorge and Dominguez-Escalante National 
Conservation Areas. 

The BLM-administered lands within the UFO are currently 
managed in accordance with the decisions in the San Juan/
San Miguel RMP (1985) and the Uncompahgre Basin RMP 
(1989). 

Preparation of the Uncompahgre RMP is necessary in 
order to respond to changing resource conditions, new 
issues, and federal policies, as well as to prepare a 
comprehensive framework for managing public lands 
administered by the UFO. The RMP will establish new land 
use planning decisions to address issues identified through 
public scoping and, where appropriate, may incorporate 
decisions from the existing San Juan/San Miguel and 
Uncompahgre Basin RMPs, as amended.  

Commonly Used Acronyms 
BLM  Bureau of Land Management 
EIS  Environmental Impact Statement 
NOI  Notice of Intent 
RAC  Resource Advisory Council 
RMP  Resource Management Plan 
UFO  Uncompahgre Field Office 
WSA  Wilderness Study Area 
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What is an RMP? 
An RMP, similar to a county master plan, is a land use plan 
that describes broad multiple-use guidance for managing 
public lands administered by the BLM. The Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act directs the BLM to develop 
such land use plans and to provide for appropriate uses of 
public lands. Decisions in land use plans guide future land 
management actions and subsequent site-specific 
implementation decisions. The RMP will:  

Establish goals and objectives for resource management 
and the measures needed to achieve them; 

Identify lands that are open and available for certain 
uses, including any restrictions, and lands that are closed 
to certain uses; and 

Provide comprehensive management direction for and/
or allocate use of all resources. 

Preliminary Planning Issues 
A planning issue is a matter of controversy over a resource 
management topic that is well defined and entails 
alternative actions or decisions. Based on the lands and 
resources that we manage, the BLM has identified 
categories of issues, or issue statements (see box below). 
We expect most public issues and concerns to fall within 
one of these statements; however, we do not presume 
that they are all-encompassing. The issue statements may 
be revised based on the comments we receive and new 
issue statements may be added. The BLM requests your 
comments on these or other issues on BLM-administered 
lands within the Uncompahgre planning area. 

What is Public Scoping and 
How Can You Participate?  
Public involvement is an integral part of preparing the 
Uncompahgre RMP. This public scoping period gives the 
public and interested agencies and organizations the 
opportunity to provide comments on issues to be 
addressed and methods to be used in the RMP before BLM 
begins drafting it. The official scoping period will begin with 
the publication of the Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal 
Register and will continue for 60 days. During the scoping 
period, the BLM will host six public open houses in 
Hotchkiss, Delta, Montrose, Ridgway, Norwood, and 
Naturita. Notices providing information about these 
meetings will be published in local newspapers; also see 
page 4 of this newsletter.  

The public is formally invited and encouraged to participate 
in the planning process for the RMP during the public 
scoping period. Some ways in which you can participate 
are: 

Attending one or more of the open house meetings (see 
back page) to learn about the project and planning 
process and to meet BLM representatives; 

Reviewing the progress of the RMP on-line at the 
Uncompahgre RMP Web site: http://www.blm.gov/co/st/
en/fo/ufo/uncompahgre_rmp.html. The Web site will be 
updated with information, documents, and 
announcements during the initial scoping process and 
throughout the duration of the RMP preparation; and 

Joining the Uncompahgre RMP mailing list in order to 
receive future mailings and information by: 
– Returning the comment form on the insert of this 

newsletter by mail; 
– E-mailing us at uformp@blm.gov; or 
– Contacting Bruce Krickbaum at (970) 240-5300. 

Issue Statements 
Issue 1. How will vegetative resources, terrestrial and aquatic 
habitat, water resources, and special management areas be 
managed, while maintaining biological diversity and native 
species populations?  

Issue 2. How will energy and minerals resources be managed?  

Issue 3. How will human activities and uses be managed?  

Issue 4. How will land tenure, withdrawals, and utility/energy 
corridors be managed or adjusted?  

Issue 5. How will cultural, historical, and paleontological 
resources and Native American Religious Concerns be managed 
and protected?  

Issue 6. How do population growth and an expanding urban 
interface affect the management of public lands and resources, 
including authorized and permitted land uses, while considering 
community values and needs? 

BLM staff answer questions from the public during a public meeting.  
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Preliminary Planning Criteria 
During its initial planning sessions, the Uncompahgre BLM 
staff developed preliminary planning criteria. Planning 
criteria establish constraints, guidelines, and standards for 
the planning process. They help planners define the scope 
of the process and estimate the extent of data collection 
and analysis. The BLM requests your input and may modify 
these criteria based on your comments. For a complete list 
of criteria, please visit the Uncompahgre RMP Web site: 
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/ufo/uncompahgre_rmp.html.   

January 2010 January – 
February 2010 

Spring 2010 – 
Fall 2011 

Winter 2011 – 
2012 Fall 2012 Spring 2013 

NOI Published in 
Federal Register 

Public Scoping Formulate 
Alternatives and 
Prepare Draft RMP/ 
Draft EIS 

Draft RMP/Draft EIS 
Available for 90-day 
Public Review & 
Comment 

Proposed RMP/Final 
EIS Available for  
30-day Public Review 
& Protest 

Record of Decision 
& Approved RMP 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Notice of Availability of the Draft Wild 
and Scenic River Eligibility Study 
Congress authorized the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
(WSR) Act in 1968 to preserve certain rivers with 
outstanding natural, cultural, and recreational values in a 
free-flowing condition for the enjoyment of present and 
future generations. The WSR Act requires the BLM to 
assess river segments under its management as part of its 
land use planning (RMP) process. The study and 
designation of rivers consists of a multi-step process: 
eligibility, suitability, and congressional action. Only 
Congress or, in certain circumstances, the Secretary of 
the Interior, may designate a river for inclusion in the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  

The first step in the WSR evaluation process is to 
determine which river segments meet eligibility criteria. A 
draft WSR Eligibility Study is available for review on the 
Uncompahgre RMP Web site: http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/
fo/ufo/uncompahgre_rmp.html. The eligibility report 
provides an inventory of the river and stream segments 
on BLM lands that are eligible for inclusion in the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  

The draft report found 19 rivers and creeks separated 
into 28 segments eligible. In addition, the San Juan Public 
Lands Draft Land Management Plan identifies a segment of 
the Dolores River as eligible, a portion of which is 
managed by the UFO and will be evaluated during the 
suitability phase. Until a suitability study is completed, 
river segments determined to be eligible for inclusion in 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System are afforded 
interim protective management measures to protect their 
free-flowing nature and identified outstandingly 
remarkable values under BLM authorities. 

At this stage, the BLM is specifically looking for 
information regarding free-flowing condition and 
outstandingly remarkable values, including vegetation, 
wildlife, cultural, recreation, hydrologic, geologic, and 
scenic. Comments are also welcome for segments not 
considered eligible. Comments on the draft report will be 
accepted through February 26, 2010, via the comment 
form included in this newsletter. 

The second step in the WSR evaluation process is a 
suitability study that determines which, if any, of the 
eligible segments are suitable for inclusion in the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System based on criteria set forth 
in the WSR Act. The suitability process will begin in 

Spring 2010 and will involve an interdisciplinary study of 
each eligible segment. The public may provide the BLM 
additional information pertaining to the suitability criteria 
in order for the BLM to make an informed determination 
on the suitability of the eligible stream segments. 

During RMP alternatives development, the BLM will 
consider alternative approaches to managing water-
related values, recognizing that WSR designation may not 
be the only way to protect these values. The draft 
suitability study will be included in the Draft RMP/Draft 
EIS and made available for public comment at that time.  

For more information on the WSR Act, designation into 
the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and many 
other management-related issues, visit http://www.rivers.gov. 

Two segments of the Gunnison River were found eligible for inclusion 
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.  
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How to contact us 

For more information, visit our Web 
site: http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/
ufo/uncompahgre_rmp.html 

With questions about the RMP or to 
be added to or removed from the 
mailing list, contact: 

Mr. Bruce Krickbaum 
Bureau of Land Management 
Uncompahgre Field Office 
2465 S. Townsend Ave. 
Montrose, CO 81401 
(970) 240-5300 
uformp@blm.gov 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Upcoming Open Houses 

 

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 
 4:30 to 7:30pm 
 Memorial Hall 
 175 N 1st Street, Hotchkiss, Colorado 
Wednesday, January 13, 2010 
 4:30 to 8:00pm 
 Bill Heddles Recreation Center 
 530 Gunnison River Drive, Delta, Colorado 
Thursday, January 14, 2010 
 4:30 to 8:00pm 
 Montrose Pavilion 
 1800 Pavilion Drive, Montrose, Colorado 
Tuesday, January 19, 2010 
 4:30 to 7:30pm 
 Ridgway Community Center 
 201 N Railroad Street, Ridgway, Colorado 
Wednesday, January 20, 2010  
 4:30 to 7:30pm 
 Norwood Town Hall 
 1670 Naturita Street, Norwood, Colorado 
Thursday, January 21, 2010  
 4:30 to 7:30pm 
 Naturita Library 
 411 W 2nd Avenue, Naturita, Colorado 

The BLM must plan and manage for multiple uses on public lands.   

To conserve paper, may we e-mail you future newsletters?  
If so, please e-mail us at uformp@blm.gov. 
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