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Regional Mitigation Strategy Development 
for 

BLM Colorado Solar Energy Zones 
 

San Luis Valley-Taos Plateau Landscape Assessment 

Improving DOI-BLM Mitigation Practices and  Outcomes through Landscape Approach 
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Topics 

• Update regional mitigation strategy development for DeTilla Gulch, 
Los Mogotes E. , & Antonito SE  

 

• Present example landscape assessment change agent & conservation 
element models 

 

• Review goals, schedule, handouts for Sept 8-11 SEZ public meetings 

 

• Prep for August 21 RAC Antonito SE Field Trip 

 
 

 



DOI Western Solar Plan &  
BLM Solar Program Mitigation Hierarchy  

(Solar PEIS ROD, 2012) 

 
Avoid Impacts 

Minimize Impacts 

Exclusion Areas, Solar Energy 
Zones , Variance Process 

Design Features 

Offset Residual 
(unavoidable) 

Impacts 

Regional Mitigation Strategy 

Solar PEIS p. A-112 



BLM CA – Desert Renewable 
Energy Conservation Planning 

BLM AZ – 3 SEZ’s 

Sonoran Desert 

BLM CO – 3 SEZ’s 
San Luis Valley – Taos 
Plateau BLM NV– 1 SEZ 

Mojave Basin 



 

 

 
• Regional mitigation strategy 

steps 

 

• Regional mitigation strategy 
recommendations incorporated 
in  

– project-level NEPA/ROW 
decision 

– SLVFO RMP revision 
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Step 1 Collect Baseline Data for Assessing 
Residual (unavoidable) Impacts 

Step 2 Assess Degree of Impacts and Identify 
Resources that May Warrant Regional Mitigation 

Step 3 Identify Regional Mitigation Goals  

Step 4 Evaluation of Appropriate Mitigation 
Locations, Objectives, and Actions 

Step 5 Recommend Method for Calculating 
Mitigation Compensation for SEZs 

Step 6 Recommend Solar Regional Mitigation 
Fee Structure 

Step 7 Develop Mitigation  Monitoring and 
Adaptive Management Plan 

We are here for all 
SEZ’s 



San Luis Valley – Taos Plateau 
Landscape Assessment - Baseline 

• Phase 1 Report – Draft Complete 
• Phase 2 Geospatial Models – Underway Dec 

2014 
 

• Land Management Questions 
– 56 
– Example:  MQD1 What is the current 

distribution and status of available and 
suitable habitat for focal species Conservation 
Elements?  

 
• Change Agents 

– 4 
– Development, Fire, Invasives, Climate Change 

 
• Conservation Elements 

– 23 
– + 22 Sites of Conservation Concern 
– Example:  Big game ranges (including winter 

range, fawning, lambing, and calving areas, 
and migration corridors) 
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San Luis Valley – Taos Plateau 
Landscape Assessment 

• Change Agent Models  
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Human Development Climate Change Fire Invasive Species 

Current 

Future 
(future 
period differs 
by CA) 2015-2030 2015-2030 2015-2030 2040-2069 
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Public meeting goals:   
• Engage public in mitigation planning  
• what for, where, how 
 

Public Meeting Schedule: 
 

• De Tilla Gulch SEZ – Monday, Sept 8 – Saguache Road and Bridge. 3 PM – 
assemble for field visit; 4 – 6:30 PM – Local Workshop 

 
• Antonito Southeast SEZ – Tuesday, Sept 9 – Our Lady of Guadalupe Church.  
    9 AM – assemble for field visit; 4 – 6:30 PM – Local Workshop 
 
• All Day Workshop in Alamosa – Wed., Sept 10 - Adams State University.  
     8:30 AM Registration 
 
• Los Mogotes SEZ – Thursday, Sept 11 – Romeo Town Hall. 9 AM – assemble 

for field visit; 4 – 6:30 PM – Local Workshop 
 

Public Meetings – Sep 8-11, 2014 



Handouts & SEZ Visit Prep 

• Draft SEZ Impact Summary Sheets 

 

 

• SEZ Grazing Allotment Maps 
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