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Re:  Rio Grande Natural Area Commission

Dear << Landowner>>,

This letter is to reach out to you in regards to the ongoing effort to fulfill the purpose of the Rio Grande Natural Area Act.  The Rio Grande Natural Area Act was signed into law on October 12, 2006. The Act’s principal purpose is to secure the restoration, protection and management of the Rio Grande Natural Area, which extends a half-mile from the high water mark on either side of the Rio Grande between the southern end of the Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge and the Colorado-New Mexico Stateline.  The Act established the Natural Area Commission. This nine-member citizen commission is tasked with developing a management plan for non-Federal lands within the designated Natural Area.  You are receiving this letter because our research indicates you own property that falls within the Rio Grande Natural Area boundary.
The Rio Grande Natural Area is of great significance to the people of the San Luis Valley, the state of Colorado, and the Nation as a whole.  The act of Congress that established the Natural Area anticipated that voluntary opt-in from private landowners and interested public would be a significant part of the success of the conservation, protection, and restoration of the Natural Area.  To this end, the legislation established the Commission and ensured that its membership reflected the local area and included key organizations.
 The Commission had its first meeting on August 5, 2011, and has held five additional meetings.  One of its first formal actions was to instruct me, as the Commission Chairman, to contact the landowners within the boundary of the corridor.  The purpose of this letter is to inform you, the landowner, of this process and to seek your thoughts, input and participation if you have an interest.
There are several important points that you need to understand:
· Participation in any of the planned activities, including any management plan, is voluntary,
· The Commission is specifically prevented from acquiring and holding private property, or interests in property, such as conservation easements, 
· The management plan will seek to encourage improved ecological health within the corridor,
· The Act directs the Secretary of Interior to map the boundary of the Natural Area, which will be done by the Bureau of Land Management. 
The Commission anticipates that, over the next two years, it will hold meetings at least quarterly that will be open to the public.  The meetings will be announced in the Federal Register at least thirty days beforehand and public input is encouraged.
Among the potential topics to be considered in the management plan are:
· The management of grazing within the corridor, including the possible construction of fences and stock wells to facilitate optimal grazing practices;
· The protection of scenic vistas along the corridor;
· Protection of recreational opportunities within the corridor;
· Protection of archeological and historical resources;
· The identification of cost-share and grant funding opportunities to assist landowners within the corridor to protect and improve the health of the corridor’s riparian areas.

The Bureau of Land Management is providing technical and administrative assistance to commission.  If you have questions about the matters discussed in this letter, you are encouraged to call Andrew Archuleta at (719) 655 - 6115, the BLM Designated Federal Official for the Commission.  You can access our website at http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo/rio_grande_natural.html, where you can review meeting minutes and obtain a copy of the Rio Grande Natural Area Act We look forward to working with you in developing this plan and welcome you to attend future meetings of the Commission or provide us with your input by phone, email or letter.



Very truly yours,

Steven E. Vandiver
Chairman
Rio Grande Natural Area

Cc: Commission Members
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