FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - May 4, 2015

Contact: Steve Vandiver, 719-589-6301, e-mail: steve@rgwcd.org

Rio Grande Natural Area Commission hosting public meeting
on draft Management Plan

ALAMOSA, Colo. - The Rio Grande Natural Area Commission is seeking public
comments on the draft management plan for the Rio Grande Natural Area. The
purpose of the RGNA is to “conserve, restore, and protect the natural, historic,
cultural, scientific, scenic, wildlife and recreational resources of the Natural Area.”

The draft management plan covers 5,900 acres of private land within the Natural
Area and is non-binding unless a private landowner agrees in writing to be bound
by the management plan. The RGNA Commission is hosting a series of public
meetings to discuss the draft management plan and obtain feedback on the draft.

The plan is intended to be an information document that provides current
information regarding resource conditions and includes recommendations. The two
primary concerns being addressed within the management plan are the overall
number of abandoned and feral horses and trespass livestock grazing. Both of these
have tremendous impact on both the riparian and upland vegetation.

The draft plan and project maps can be found at
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo/rio_grande natural.html

The public meetings are scheduled for:

* May 12 - 6 pm. San Luis Valley Water Conservancy District Office, 623
Fourth Street, Alamosa, CO 81101.

* May 13 - 6 pm. Costilla County Public Health Agency, 233 Main Street, Suite
C, San Luis, CO 81152.

* May 14 - 6 pm. Antonito Senior Center, 701 Main Street, Antonito, CO
81120.

This comment period gives the public a chance to review the draft plan and then
identify issues and concerns they might have with the draft plan. The comment
period starts on May 11 and will run for 30 days. For additional information, please
contact Steve Vandiver at 719-589-6301. You can submit written comments to:
rgna.commission@gmail.com.

Established in 2006, by the U. S. Congress, the RGNA is located in the southern
portion of the San Luis Valley in south central Colorado. The RGNA encompasses
approximately 8,800 acres and includes the Rio Grande river corridor from the



southern boundary of the Alamosa National Wildlife Refuge to the Colorado/ New
Mexico state line, extending % mile on either side of the bank of the river.
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