
RÍO GRANDE del NORTE  
National Monument 

What is the Monument? 
What’s Changed? 
What Might Change? 
Initial Steps 
Planning 

www.blm.gov/nm/riograndedelnorte 



Rio Grande del Norte  
National Monument 
• Created : March 25, 2013 

 
• By : Presidential Proclamation, under authority of the 

1906 Antiquities Act 
 

• Size : 242,500 acres (about ¼ million acres) 
•            15% of Taos County land is in the Monument 

Vital  
Statistics 

www.blm.gov/nm/riograndedelnorte 





Río Grande del Norte 
National Monument 

American Antiquities Act of 1906 
 



Sec. 2. That the President of the United States is 
hereby authorized, in his discretion, to declare by 
public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and 
prehistoric structures, and other objects of historic 
or scientific interest that are situated upon the lands 
owned or controlled by the Government of the 
United States to be national monuments, and may 
reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits 
of which in all cases shall be confined to the 
smallest area compatible with proper care and 
management of the objects to be protected ….  

 



Río Grande del Norte objects of value… 

Cultural 
“imprints of human 
passage through the 
landscape over the 
past 10,000 years” 



Río Grande del Norte objects of value… 

  Historic “More recent artifacts and images mark the 
passage of settlers and Hispanic explorers dating 
back to the early 18th century.” 



Río Grande del Norte objects of value… 

  Geological “one of the world’s major rift systems”  



Río Grande del Norte objects of value… 

Wildlife “Large mammals, including the Rocky Mountain elk, mule deer, 
pronghorn and Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, find their winter 
homes on the plateau…” 



Río Grande del Norte objects of value… 

Ecological Diversity 

“…from the 
cottonwood and 
willows…to the 
expansive 
sagebrush 
plains…the piñons 
at the base of Ute 
Mountain…” 



Rio Grande Wild and Scenic River 
• Outstandingly Remarkable Values 

 
• Scenic Quality 
• Geology 
• Wildlife 
• Fish habitat 
• Recreation 
• Riparian 
• Cultural  



Río Grande del Norte 
National Monument 

The Coalition 



The ‘Coalition’ 
• About 40 individuals or organizations that worked for the 

protection of the Río Grande del Norte 
 

• Organizations include a mix of conservation groups and 
eco-tourism interests 
 

• Individuals include elected local leaders, business 
owners, conservation leaders and land grant board 
members 



What changed? 
• Higher level of protection 

 

• More uses are now off limits – all mining, oil and gas 
development, geothermal leasing 
 

• Public lands in the Monument can’t be sold or traded 
 

• Motorized travel limited to designated roads 
 

• BLM is required to prepare a Monument Plan, “and shall 
provide for maximum public involvement in the 
development of that plan…including consultation with 
tribal, State and local governments as well as community 
land grant and acequia associations.” 
 



What didn’t change 

• “Nothing in this proclamation shall be 
construed to alter or affect the Rio Grande 
Compact…, or to create any reservation of 
water in the monument.” 
 

• Firewood collection, pine nut collection allowed 
 

• Grazing will continue, “consistent with the 
purposes of this proclamation” 
 

• No change to current guidance for boating, 
camping, target shooting, hunting – if you could 
do it last year, you can still do it this year 



Getting Started 
• Signing 



Getting Started 
• Special Events 

Photo Exhibit  
Rio Grande Gorge 

Visitor Center 



Getting Started 
• Staffing plans – Monument Manager, GS-12 
• Budget changes 
• Partnerships – coalition members, non-profits, government sector 
• Web site 
• Inventory of what we know/don’t know about objects of value 
• Annual Report requirements 
• 1:100,000 scale map with text on back - $4 out early next year 



The Plan… 
• Will start this fall, and take about 18 months 
• An amendment to our 2012 Resource Management Plan 
• Will include several cooperators (having jurisdiction, or 

special expertise) 
 

• Taos County, Rio Arriba County 
• Taos Pueblo (possibly Utes, Apache) 
• Village of Questa 
• NM Department of Fish and Game 
• State Land Office 
• Soil and Water Conservation District 

 



The Plan… 
• We will also be collaborating / coordinating with -  

 
• Carson National Forest 
• San Luis Field Office 
• Trout Unlimited 
• Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
• Taos Green Chamber of Commerce 
• Town of Taos 

 



The Plan… 
• Scoping meetings will take place in January 

 
• Taos 
• Questa 
• Alamosa? 
• Santa Fe? 
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