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Introduction

1.1 Overview

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), San Luis Valley Field
Office, San Luis Resource Area, Front Range District, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Forest Service (Forest Service), San Isabel National Forest, Salida Ranger District are
preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Rebuild of Xcel Energy Transmission Lines
in the San Luis Valley (SLV).

The BLM is the lead Federal agency for the EA and is responsible for review and issuance of a
decision under the Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA) and in accordance with
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The Forest Service and Saguache County
Government are formal cooperating agencies for this EA.

The proposed project involves rebuilding three existing Xcel Energy transmission lines that are

located on BLM managed lands, USDA Forest Service lands, U.S. Fish and Wildlife refuge lands,

State Trust Lands, and private lands in portions of Alamosa, Chaffee, Rio Grande, and Saguache
counties.

The transmission lines are nearing the end of their serviceable life and would be rebuilt within
or immediately adjacent to their existing locations. The BLM’s Authorized Officer is responsible
for review and authorization of proposed activities on BLM-administered lands. Xcel Energy
(Xcel) currently holds existing BLM FLPMA Right-of-Way (ROW) authorizations for the respective
transmission lines on BLM-administered lands. The proposed project would require new ROW
authorizations by the BLM. The San Isabel National Forest owns lands crossed by portions of one
of the existing transmission lines; as such, the Forest Service will be responsible for review and
authorization of proposed activities on National Forest lands.

1.2 Scoping Process

The first formal step in the NEPA process for this EA was the scoping phase. Scoping is the
process used by federal agencies in the early stages of preparing a NEPA document to solicit
input on alternatives, issues, and concerns that may arise as a result of project implementation.
Scoping is intended to encourage agency, tribal, and public participation and solicit input on the
impacts and scope of the proposed project.

A 30-day scoping period for this project was held between July 29, 2013 and August 28, 2013.
During this period, BLM received scoping comments from four agencies: Colorado Parks and
Wildlife; San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council and Conejos County Clean Water, Inc.; Poncha Pass
Gunnison Sage-grouse Local Working Group; and Saguache County Government. Three tribes—
the Hopi Tribe, Southern Ute Indian Tribe, and Pueblo of Santa Ana—provided comments on the
proposed project. BLM also received scoping comments from five members of the public. The
Draft EA incorporated the input that was received during the scoping phase of the NEPA
process.
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1.3 Draft EA Review Process

Following its completion, the Draft EA was made available to tribes, agencies, and the public for
review and comment. The Draft EA review period began on February 9, 2015 and closed on
March 12, 2015.

This report summarizes all comments and input received during the Draft EA comment period
for the Rebuild of Xcel Energy Transmission Lines in the San Luis Valley EA, as well as BLM’s
responses. Throughout the 30-day Draft EA comment period for this project, input, comments,
and concerns from interested parties were solicited and highly encouraged.

Draft EA Notification and Comment Summary

2.1 Tribal, Agency and Stakeholder Notification

The BLM prepared and distributed a notification letter of the availability of the Draft EA for the
Rebuild of Xcel Energy Transmission Lines in the San Luis Valley EA to tribes, agencies and area
representatives. The notification letter specifically asked for feedback on the proposed action,
alternatives and environmental issues discussed in the Draft EA; a copy of the letter is included
in Appendix A.

Tribes; federal, state, and local agencies and representatives; and, area non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), were included on the notification letter distribution list.

2.2 Tribal, Agency and Stakeholder Draft EA Comment Summary

Three (3) agencies commented during the Draft EA review period. The agencies were: U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service; Poncha Pass Gunnison Sage-grouse Local Working Group; and Saguache
County Government. A summary of the agency comments are provided below, in Table 1.
Appendix C includes the agency comments received through the Draft EA review period.

2.3 Public Notification

A copy of the Draft EA notification letter in Appendix A was mailed to every landowner located
within the Rights-of-Way (ROWs) of each of the three Xcel Energy transmission lines within the
project area, as well as to anyone who commented during the scoping phase of the project.

A Public Notice for the Draft EA was published in the Valley Courier, the Monte Vista Journal and
the Crestone Eagle. A copy of the Notice (both an early alert and distribution of the final Notice)
was also distributed electronically to local media contacts (newspaper, television, and radio) and
congressional representatives. Appendix B includes a copy of the Public Notice and copies of
publication from each newspaper.

2.4 Public Comment Summary

During the Draft EA review period, comments could be submitted by mail and e-mail. Five (5)
comments from NGOs and private companies were submitted during the review period. These
organizations were: San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council and Conejos County Clean Water, Inc.;
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WildEarth Guardians; the Wilderness Society; Tri-State Generation and Transmission
Association, Inc.; and, the Union Pacific Railroad Company. A summary of the Draft EA review
comments are provided below, in Table 1. Appendix C includes the full comments received
through the Draft EA review period.

2.5 Draft EA Availability
The Draft EA was made available on the BLM San Luis Valley webpage at:
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo.html.

Hard copies of the Draft EA were made available at the following locations for the duration of
the review period:

e Salida Ranger District, USFS, 5575 Cleora Road, Salida, CO 81201;

e Saguache Field Office, BLM/USFS, 46525 Highway 114, Saguache, Colorado 81149; and,

e Saguache Field Office, BLM, 1803 West Hwy 160, Monte Vista, CO 81144.

Table 1, Draft EA Comments Summary, outlines all comments received during the Draft EA
review period by topic.

TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

Comment Commenter BLM Comment Summary BLM Comment Response
Category

EA Content/ USFWS We provide the following comments to

Analysis the design features and BMPs.

e Page 2-12 — Native seed mix should | ¢ The recommendation to
contain smaller grass component discuss seed mixes with
and higher forb component. We USFWS prior to
recommend you discuss specific implementation is
seed mix ratios with the Service incorporated in the Final
before implementation. EA.

e Page 2-13 —Seasonal e  Revisions to dates of
restrictions recommended by seasonal restrictions has
the Service is; March 1- July been incorporated in the
15 to protect lekking, nesting, Final EA.
and early brood rearing.

e Page 2-14 —If aerial lines are e  BLM has incorporated
retained, we recommend the recommendation for
Bureau of Land Management annual corvid inactive nest
(BLM) require an annual removal in the
corvid inactive nest removal maintenance and
plan as part of the operations plan in the
maintenance and operation Final EA.

plan within grouse habitat.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

Comment Commenter BLM Comment Summary BLM Comment Response

Category

USFWS
(continued)

Page 2-15 —All routine
maintenance activities

within grouse habitat

should be avoided by at

least 0.6 mile from a lek,

from two hours before

sunup until two hours

after sunup, from March

1- May 31.

Page 2-15 -Removal of
sage-brush (Artemisia
tridentata) within

identified grouse habitat
should be avoided.
Alternative B, page 2-17 —All
vegetation disturbances within
the right of way (ROW) should
be avoided or minimized. Any
unavoidable impacts to grouse
habitat should be mitigated
due to the temporal lag
between vegetative removal
and recovery to a functional
condition for grouse.

Page 2-18 —The map of grouse
habitat on this page is not
consistent with the most recent
Colorado Parks and Wildlife
(CPW) production area mapping
of the area. We recommend the
DEA use the more current map.

Recommendations to
seasonal restrictions for
maintenance is
incorporated in the Final
EA.

Removal of sagebrush will
be minimized to the
maximum extent possible.
This text is added to the
Final EA.

Noted, and impact to and
removal of sagebrush
would be minimized to the
extent possible.

Map has been revised to
show most current
“Occupied Habitat”
boundaries, as per
clarification from both
CPW and USFWS.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

Comment Commenter BLM Comment Summary

BLM Comment Response

Category
USFWS e Page 2-19 —Sentence starting at Access to the ROW in this area
(continued) the end of line 14 through line 17. | is currently from the highway
Itis not clear why access would and the highway would be
be necessary along the ROW. The | utilized for access under
only necessary access to the lines | Alternative B as much as
would be at the vault structures. practical to minimize new
If the vault structures are 1,500 to | impacts; however, the current
2,000 feet apart, access could access points will not
occur at various points from the necessarily coincide with vault
highway to the ROW rather than locations. The access between
a 6-plus mile two-track along the vaults would be graded to
ROW. We recommend that, allow access for construction
within grouse habitat, access to traffic, and subsequently
the lines under Alternative B be would allow for infrequent low
reduced to the minimum number | clearance construction traffic
necessary to reach the vault in the event of vault, line, or
structures from the highway. anode maintenance/failure.
Elimination and rehabilitation of,
the current "maintenance road" A possible reduction of the
within the ROW itself will reduce | current “maintenance road”
the overall ground disturbing footprint cannot be
footprint of the ROW. determined at this time as the
vault locations and access to
such have not been designed.
Tri-State Tri-State provided several updates and All suggested corrections and
corrections to their proposed, reasonably | updates to Tri-State’s planned
foreseeable activities in the San Luis activities have been made in
Valley (originally found on page 3-80 of the cumulative section of the
the Draft EA), and noted that: EA.
The Draft EA should be updated to reflect
the change in status of the Valley
Corridor Project and remove it in
reference to Tri-State’s planned solution
to the electrical system needs of the San
Luis Valley.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

Comment Commenter BLM Comment Summary BLM Comment Response

Category

Poncha Pass
Gunnison
Sage-grouse

For sage-grouse, transmission lines pose
a two-fold threat: powerlines are a
collision hazard to grouse flying in the

raptors. The three large transmission
lines that run through sage-grouse
habitat on the west side of US Highway
285 in the Poncha Pass area have a
detrimental impact to sage-grouse and
compromise approximately half of the
available sagebrush habitat in the area.

The EA and the associated
Biological Assessment (BA) for
this project consider the

Local area and the power poles increase the impacts to Gunnison Sage-
Working risk of predation by raptors as the pole grouse (GuSG) from the
Group structures provide perches for hunting proposed action, including the

risks of collision and predation.
Mitigation for those impacts
are included in the Best
Management Practices (BMPs)
and will be refined through
consultation with the USFWS.

Poncha Pass

While critical habitat has not been

The EA and the associated BA

identified Gunnison sage grouse habitats
from March 1 to June 30, or in identified
wintering habitats between November 1
and March 1.

Gunnison designated for Poncha Pass the for this project consider the

Sage-grouse | sagebrush habitat in the area is impacts to GuSG habitat

Local considered occupied habitat for the (sagebrush) from the proposed

Working threatened Gunnison Sage-grouse and all | action. Mitigation for those

Group occupied habitat is protected under the impacts are included in the

ESA. BMPs and will be refined

through consultation with the
USFWS.

WildEarth Construction activities of any kind should | The Final EA includes the

Guardians not be permitted within 2 miles of following BMP, per USFWS

recommendation:

To avoid disturbance to GuSG
during lekking and brood
rearing seasons, construction
activities will not occur within
GuSG-occupied habitat
between March 1 and July 15.
All timing restrictions
recommended by USFWS and
CPW to minimize impacts to
wildlife are incorporated into
the Final EA.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

BLM Comment Summary

BLM Comment Response

Transmission lines have major impacts on
sag grouse based on the birds’ innate
avoidance of tall structures, and on the
potential for transmission towers to
provide perches for raptors and corvids
that prey on sage grouse and their nests.

The EA acknowledges the
impacts transmission lines
have on GuSG. The EA
considers the impacts to GuSG
from the proposed action,
including the risks of collision
and predation. Mitigation for
those impacts are included in
the BMPs and have been
refined through consultation
with the USFWS.

Comment Commenter
Category
WildEarth
Guardians
WildEarth
Guardians

[The] lek site is not mapped on Figure 2-6
(and see Appendix A at 2 of 19), nor does
the description of affected environment
or environmental consequences detail
how close the lek is to the current
powerlines (Alternative C) or proposed
rebuilds of overhead powerlines
(Alternative A). See also Appendix B-15.
The close proximity of current and
proposed power lines to the single active
lek may represent the single most
important human-caused factor relating
to the decline of the Poncha Pass
population. This failure to examine the
proximity of current and proposed lines
to the lek, and analysis of impacts that
result, constitutes a serious violation of
NEPA’s baseline information and hard
look requirements.

BLM has disclosed and
assessed all publicly- available
information in the EA (as well
as in the Project’s Biological
Assessment). While our
analysis considers historically
active lek locations, it does not
publicly disclose that sensitive
information.

While the USFWS listing
decision for the GuSG
concluded that transmission
and utility lines in the Poncha
Pass population “may be
negatively impacting an
already small population and
limited available habitat”, the
transmission line was not
referred to as the “single most
important human-caused
factor relating to decline”.
Further, the USFWS
designation of critical habitat
for this species concluded that
“the Poncha Pass area, for
reasons unknown, is not a
landscape capable of
supporting a population of
Gunnison sage-grouse.” This
text is included in the Final EA.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

BLM Comment Summary

BLM Comment Response

WildEarth ..the avoidance of intact habitats ranging | The magnitude of avoidance
Guardians from 0.6 mile to 4 miles from the lines in | behavior by the GuSG under
Alternatives C and A far outweighs in the respective alternative
magnitude the much smaller direct scenarios is unknown and can
disturbance of sagebrush habitats under | not be quantified. A
Alternative B. BLM does not discuss this comparison of direct habitat
fundamental difference in magnitude of disturbance to indirect
impacts among alternatives. avoidance behavior of GuSG
under each alternative would
be speculative.
WildEarth The likelihood to adversely affect Because the Poncha Pass
Guardians Gunnison sage grouse under Alternative population of the GuSG has no
A represents a significant impact on the designated critical habitat
human environment and therefore associated with it and the
requires a full-scale EIS pursuant to USFWS determined that they
NEPA..... If Alternative B were “do not  consider this
implemented, the net environmental population necessary to the
impacts would be lessened versus the recovery of the species” and
current level of impact, and approval “the Poncha Pass area, for
under an EA may be possible in regard to | reasons unknown, is not a
Gunnison sage grouse. landscape capable of
supporting a population of
Gunnison sage-grouse”, BLM
has determined that impacts
to the GuSG from Alternative A
are less than significant.
USFWS has concurred that the
impacts to GuSG under
Alternative A may affect, but is
not likely to adversely affect
the GuSG. BLM has determined
that an EA remains the
appropriate level of
assessment for the proposed
project.
Alternative A | USFWS We do not support Alternative A. The suggested

However, if the deciding official
proceeds with Alternative A, we [have
provided] comments to the design
features and BMPs.

recommendations on design
features and BMPs are
incorporated into the Final EA,
per the responses above.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

BLM Comment Summary

BLM Comment Response

Saguache
County
Government

BoCC is not in favor of Alternative A, we

feel that will disrupt too much land base
and will cause a lot of damage within the
proposed Gunnison Sage Grouse area.

Comment noted. The EA and
the associated BA for this
project consider the impacts to
GuSG habitat (sagebrush) from
the proposed action.
Mitigation for those impacts
are included in the BMPs and
will be refined through
consultation with the USFWS.

Poncha Pass
Gunnison
Sage-grouse
Local

The raptor perch prevention and line
marking for collision avoidance do not
remove the threats, they only attempt to
ameliorate them.

Correct, the BMPs in the EA are
intended to reduce (not
eliminate) risks to GuSG from
perching predators and

Working collision.
Group
WildEarth BLM cannot rely on perch inhibitors to The BA for this project analyzes
Guardians reduce impacts to sage grouse, as these indirect impacts from the
do not address the behavioral avoidance | transmission line including
of sage grouse of tall structures, and raptor/corvid perching,
don’t even completely prevent raptor collision, and behavioral
perching. changes due to presence of tall
structures. BMPs in the EA are
intended to reduce (not
eliminate) impacts from
perching and collision.
Tri-State ...Tri-State is fine with the proposed Comment Noted.
action provided [in] this EA
Alternative B | Saguache Saguache County would like to Comment Noted.
County recommend that Alternative B be used to
Government | rebuild the proposed Xcel Energy
Transmission Lines.
USFWS The Service recommends Comment Noted.

implementation of Alternative B...We
recognize that initially there will be more
surface disturbance and impacts to
vegetation within grouse habitat from
construction of the buried lines.
However, burial of the lines will reduce
or eliminate the transmission line’s long
term threats to the Poncha Pass
population.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

BLM Comment Summary

BLM Comment Response

WildEarth
Guardians

Of the alternatives under consideration,
we support Alternative B, which would
require burial of the transmission lines as
they pass through Gunnison sage grouse
habitat. This burial should also extend for
4 miles on either side of the occupied
habitat.

Comment Noted.

Poncha Pass
Gunnison
Sage-grouse

Alternative B...should be the proposed
action. Burying the powerlines remove
forever the threats (collision and

Comment Noted.

Local predation advantage) that powerlines
Working pose to grouse.
Group
Alternative C | Saguache Alternative C will not allow for any Comment Noted.
County increase in capacity of the transmission
Government | lines and Saguache County supports the
increase of any transmission lines that
will increase the capacity through
Saguache County and the San Luis Valley.
New The We recommend that BLM also carefully Viable alternatives analyzed by
Alternatives | Wilderness analyze the potential impacts and BLM in this EA need to fall
Society benefits from further upgrading the lines, | within the decision space of a

as well as considering the use of
infrastructure that could accommodate
future upgrades with lower costs and
impacts (such as using double circuit
towers to allow a second circuit to be
added more easily in the future).

ROW Grant Authorization,
which allows the BLM and
Forest Service to respectively
authorize a ROW Grant,
authorize a ROW Grant with
modifications, or deny a ROW
Grant. An alternative that
evaluates further upgrades of
the lines or use of
infrastructure that could
accommodate future upgrades
does not fit within the scope of
the BLM’s and the Forest
Service’s decision-making
authority for this action, since
any potential future upgrade of
lines is not currently
reasonably forseeable.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

BLM Comment Summary

BLM Comment Response

minimize environmental impacts of all
kinds.

WildEarth These lines should be rebuilt in a manner | Establishment of a new ROW
Guardians that avoids identified Gunnison sage outside of occupied GuSG
grouse occupied or potential habitat by habitat would be considered
at least 4 miles, or at minimum requires new construction, and is
burial of lines in lieu of overhead lines considered outside of the
with towers within 4 miles of identified scope of this EA. Alternative B,
Gunnison sage grouse habitat (see Figure | however, does examine the
2-6). impacts of burying the line
through occupied GuSG
habitat.
WildEarth ..these transmission lines should be co- To co-locate the transmission
Guardians located to the extent possible to lines within a single ROW

would require construction of
multiple structures parallel to
one another. To meet safety
and spacing requirements of
spacing transmission lines far
enough apart to avoid a
structure failure (taking out
the parallel transmission line),
a single ROW that is much
wider than any of the current
individual ROWs would be
required. However, expansion
of the ROW to accommodate a
second transmission line would
be considered new
construction, and is considered
outside of the scope of this EA.

Mitigation

Poncha Pass
Gunnison
Sage-grouse
Local
Working
Group

...if the FWS finds that there are
unavoidable impacts to the GuSG from
the transmission line upgrade in the
Biological Analysis, the BLM should
require compensatory, off-site mitigation
in accordance with the BLM Draft
Regional Mitigation Manual.

The USFWS determined that
impacts to GuSG from
Alternative A may affect, but
[are] not likely to adversely
affect the GuSG. Additionally,
no critical habitat for the
species is designated for the
Poncha Pass population. BLM
has determined that
compensatory mitigation is not
required for the proposed
project.
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TABLE 1: DRAFT EA COMMENTS SUMMARY

BLM Comment Summary

BLM Comment Response

The If the BA finds that there will be The USFWS determined that
Wilderness unavoidable impacts to Federally-listed impacts to all listed species
Society species, and/or if the USFWS or BLM from Alternative A may affect,
determine that there are other but [are] not likely to adversely
unavoidable impacts to other resources affect the respective species.
and values that warrant compensatory BLM has determined that
mitigation, BLM should off-set them compensatory mitigation is not
through compensatory, off-site required for the proposed
mitigation. BLM's Draft Regional project.
Mitigation Manual...should be used to
guide BLM's approach.
General San Luis ...we wanted to acknowledge our support | Comment Noted.
Support of Valley for the Draft Environmental Assessment
Action Ecosystem regarding the rebuild of the Xcel Energy
Alternatives Council and | Transmission Lines.
Conejos We have supported... an upgrade of
County transmission lines over Poncha Pass.
Clean
Water, Inc.
Tri-State Tri-State strongly supports Xcel Energy’s Comment Noted.
efforts to rebuild aging infrastructure and
increase the safety and reliability of the
transmission system that serves the San
Luis Valley.
Request for Union Union Pacific requests further Additional maps have been
Additional Pacific information to permit it to evaluate the provided to UPRC, however,
Information Railroad proposal in light of railroad engineering response from company
Company standards and other considerations. indicated additional materials

were desired. BLM has
requested Xcel follow up with
UPRC directly to resolve any
outstanding concerns.
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3.0 Summary of Future Milestones in the EA Process

The BLM, in cooperation with the Forest Service, will modify the EA based on the Draft EA review
comments received. Comments and responses will be incorporated into the Final EA, as appropriate and
at the discretion of the BLM. Based on the findings of the Final EA, either a Finding of No Significant
Impact (FONSI) for the preferred alternative or a Notice of Intent to begin preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be prepared. The BLM will also make a decision regarding
ROW authorization based on the analyses in the EA. A ROW Grant Authorization decision on BLM-
administered lands, including design features, mitigation measures, and Best Management Practices,
will be authorized, authorized with modifications, or denied, depending on whether a FONSI is reached.
The decision document will be available for agency, tribe, and public review.
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Appendix A

Draft EA Notification Letter

DOI-BLM-C0O-300-2013-0006 EA March 2015
A-1



United States Department of the Interior &=
N

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT TAKE PRIDE®
San Luis Valley Field Office 'NAMERICA
46525 Colorado Highway 114
Saguache, Colorado 81149

February 6, 2015

RE: NOTIFICATION LETTER: Public Review Period Open for Draft Environmental
Assessment on Rebuild of Xcel Energy Transmission Lines

The U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), in cooperation with
the Pike San Isabel National Forest, is seeking comment on a Draft Environment Assessment
(EA) evaluating an application submitted by Xcel Energy for the rebuilding of three existing
transmission lines located in San Luis Valley, Colorado.

The transmission lines are nearing the end of their serviceable life and would be rebuilt within or
immediately adjacent to their existing locations. The three Xcel Energy transmission lines are
located on BLM managed lands, USDA Forest Service lands, U.S. Fish and Wildlife refuge
lands, State Trust Lands, and private lands in portions of Alamosa, Chaffee, Rio Grande, and
Saguache counties.

PROPOSED ACTION
Under the Proposed Action the following would occur as part of the transmission lines rebuild:

1) ROW Grant COC-1290601: 72.2 miles of Transmission Line 9811, a 115 kilovolt (kV)
line which runs from the Poncha Springs Substation to the San Luis Valley Substation within the
project area, would be rebuilt between fall 2015 and 2019. The alignment for Transmission Line
9811 would be located within the existing alignment, and the same permanent 100-foot ROW
would be used. The total number of structures associated with the rebuild of Transmission Line
9811 within the project area would be reduced from 601 to approximately 485.

2.) ROW Grant COP-058402: 55.4 miles of Transmission Line 6905, a 69 kV line which
runs from the Poncha Springs Substation to the Mosca Substation within the project area, would
be rebuilt between 2016 and 2017. The alignment for Transmission Line 6905 would be located
within the existing alignment, and the same permanent 75-foot ROW would be used. Under the
Proposed Action, the new line would be upgraded from 69 kV to 115 kV. The total number of
structures associated with the rebuild of Transmission Line 6905 within the project area is
anticipated to be reduced from 897 to approximately 435.

3.) ROW Grant COP-051234: 7.7 miles of Transmission Line 6920, a 69 kV line which runs
from the Villa Grove Substation to the Kerber Creek Substation, would be rebuilt between 2015
and 2019. The new line would be upgraded to 115 kV and constructed with the existing line
energized, so that a continuous source of power to the Kerber Creek communities is maintained.
The rebuilding of Transmission Line 6920 would be located approximately 10 feet north of the



existing line. The permanent ROW of Transmission Line 6920 would increase from 30 feet to 75
feet, in order to comply with National Electric Safety Code Standards. The total number of
structures associated with the rebuild of Transmission Line 6920 within the project area would
be reduced from 94 to approximately 55. As a result of the line voltage upgrades, the Kerber
Creek substation would be upgraded and expanded by approximately 0.2 acres to the west.

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The comment period on the Draft EA will run from February 6™ through March 12", 2015.
Comments concerning the proposed action, alternatives and environmental issues are most
helpful. For additional information or to submit a comment, please contact Leon Montoya, BLM
Project Manager, at 719-852-6219, by email to BLM_CO_SLVPLV_Comments@blm.gov, or in
writing to 1803 West Hwy 160; Monte Vista, CO 81144.

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may be made publicly available at any time. While you can
ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review,
we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.

The draft environmental assessment is available on the BLM San Luis Valley webpage at
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo.html. Hard copies are available at the following locations:

e Salida Ranger District, USFS, 5575 Cleora Road, Salida, CO 81201;

e Saguache Field Office, BLM/USFS, 46525 Highway 114, Saguache, Colorado 81149;
and,

e Saguache Field Office, BLM, 1803 West Hwy 160, Monte Vista, CO 81144,

Thank you for your time and consideration;

Sincerely,

Paul Tigan  —~
San Luis Valley Assistant Field Office Manager

Enclosures:
Figure 1 — Project Location Map
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itable to elect
ise bylaws

sminal tee of 330 and will be lim-
ed to 20 participants. Your raport-
*found the course very helpful; it
covides an excellent opportunity
v get acquainted with many SLV
ater administrators while learn-
17 what they do and why. Applica-
ons can be picked up at the course
caton, offices of the SLV Water
pnservancy District, 623 Fourth
reet. Alamosa. or downloaded
om www.rgwedoorg or www.slvw-
Lorg,
(lther businezs at the Febru-
% 10 meeting included a lengthy
scussion of the Southwest basin
undtable’s (SWBRT! request to
clude their starement “Alterna-
ve Water Sources to Meet Future
ast Slope Urban Water Demand”
the Rio Grande basin implemen-
tion plan. Although the request
as ultimately tabled, the discus-
»n was illumnating. The South-
25t basin represents the heavily
pped Colorado river; its state-
ent 13 a response to a conceptual
reement (CAr from the Interba-
1 Compact Committee (IBCC)
1ech sers forth seven points to be
nsidered  the development of
w turther trans-mountain diver-
ms CEMD) It emphasizes that
mnservation and reuse must be
yor medans to reduce demand
4 address future gaps and that
TMD should proceed unless
gh Level conservation goals are
hieved.” It also recommends
at alternative sources of new
tter supply be considered in com-
rizon to the costs and henefits of
v new TMD,
Kerber Creek update: Jason
illizs of Trout Unlimited, current-
the Mine Restoration Project
inager at Kerber Creek {north-
st oof Villa Grove) presented a
aview of a funding request to be
ard this month for the next stage
mitigation of mine tailings and
‘cam restoration. The entire pro-
t comprises 64,000 acres and 25
les of Kerber creek that were pol-
ed in the 1900s by tailings that

The Crestone Eagle « March, 2015 + Page B-3

BLM seeks public comment
on Xcel transmission line

The Bureau of Land Management San Luis Valley Field Office,
in cooperation with the Pike San Isabel National Forest, i3 seeking
public comments on a draft environmental assessment authorizing
Xcel Energy to rebuild three existing transmission lines.

The transmission lines are nearing the end of their serviceable
life and would be rebuilt within or immediately adjacent to their
existing locations. The trapsmission lines cross a variety of public
and private lands; in portions of Alamesa, Chaffee, Rio Grande, and
Sagunache counties.” '

The - ‘BLM will continue to appiy conservation measures to
manage and conserve Gunnison Sage Grousé (GUSG) and its habi-
tat. The BLM’s policy is to manage GUSG seasonal habitats and
maintain habitat connectivity to support sustainable GUSG popu-
lations and/or GUSG population objectives as determined in ecordi-
nation with the U.S. Fish and Wﬂdhfe Service and Colorado Parks
and Wildlife.

The comment penod will run through March 12, 2015. Com-,
ments concerning the proposed action, alternatives and environmen-
tal issues are most helpful. For additienal information or to submit
a comment, please contact Leon Monteya, BLM Preject Manager, at
719-852-6219; by email to BLM_CO_SIVPLV_Comments@bim. gov,
or in writing‘to 1803 West Hwy 160; Monte Vista, CO 51144,

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address
or other persenal identifying information in your cemment, you

- should be aware that your entire comment—including your person- -

al identifying mformatwn—may be made publicly available at any
time, While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your per-
sonal Idenmfymg informatien from public revlew we cannot guar»
antee that we will be able to do so.

The draft environmental assessment is available on’ the BLM
San Luis Valley webpage at www.blm.govice/st/en/fo/stvfo htm}.
Hard copies are available at the following locations: Salida Rang-
er District, USFS, 5575 Cleora Road, Salida, CO 81201; Saguache
Field Office, BLM/USFS, 46525 Highway 114, Saguache, Colorado
81149; and Saguache Field Office, BLM 1803 West Hwy 160 '\f[onte :
Vista, €O 81144 '

Ormus is a superconductor. These elements resonate with the primal anergy, the zero

point from which all life ofiginates and which is a quantum potential of possihilities.
Ormus is one with this endless source of energy, which can be found in the air, the soil,
plants, stones and the sea.

i Gardening in the San Luis valley, with its
shart season and sandy soils, requires
gardeners to use all the best tools available

1o them 10 ensure a successful and
hnuntificd arvace




Conrfesy Photo a4 S| VGO, “It is really important for

RGNF Deputy Forest Supervisor Adam Mendonea and Forest Public Affairs Specialist Mike address the SLVGO group such as SLVGO to engage Please see SLVGO on Page 9A

Coalition at its meeting on Feh, 5.

BLM seeks public comment TH ERE’S STILL TIME...

on Xcel transmission line | : )
MONTE VISTA— The Burcan of _ existing tansmission lines. to take advantage of Rio Grande Savings lowest auto loan rates

Land Management San Luis Valley ~ The transmission lines are nearing

Field Office, in cooperation with the the end of their serviceahle life and
Pike San [sabel National Farest, is  would be rebuilt within or immedi- '
seeking public comments on a draft ately adjacent to their existing loca- P

envitonmental assessment authoriz-
ing Xcel Energy to rebuild three Please see XCEL on Page 10A

&* Purchase a new vehicle OR refinance your old one!

| , This offer ends soon! CII 852-5933 TODAY!
S‘\l‘ . TlEIEl- Home Purchase & ) : : ' Remodeling

Refinance. Construction

wE BUY scRAP METAL! [IEEZEEY Agricuture

As low as’

2.88% APR!*

Cars - Trucks - Appliances « Iron - Steel
Equipment « Machinery + Aluminum
Copper « Brass - Stainless Steel - & More!

* 70 Ft. State Certified Truck Scale Onsite! *

(RIOGRANDE

 Savings & Loan Association
901 1st Avenue, Monte Vista 852-5933 ¢ 3416 Mariposa 5t, Alamosa 589-2536

STAR STEEL 719-589-5385
*APR based on a used vehicle less than 2 yearsold after 209 down in cash or trade. A $10,022 loan over

14513 Estrella Rd - Alamosa, @ Open to the Public Mon-Fri 8-4 § five years would result in 60 monthly payments of $179.58 with a total finance charge of $752.60 over the
life of the loan. Payments total $10,774.80. Other rates and terms are available for cars over 2 years old.

§ Minutes South of Alamosa on Hwy 285 NMLS #491823 _

MowTe VisTa Dourval  wednesdny | Felervory 11,2015



B OEIC UIVPCLAESL BALERE ) SAALD LA 4 W JRakassan
limit, but, as White described. it is
very “open ended.”

“It’s anything you canfit,” he said.
“video clips. photos. anything

White's brother, Henry, a sopho-
more. submutting his own documen-
tary about J. Robent Oppenhermer,
the creator of the atomic bomb. said.
“You use vour time to make the best
impression you can.”

Henry was in seventh grade when

XCEL

Continved from Page 3A

tions. The transmission lmes cross a
vanety of public and private lands.
in portions of Alamosa, Chaffee. Rio
Grande and Sagusche counties.

The BLM will continue to apply
conservation measures 0 manage
and conserve Gunnison Sage Grouse
and its habitat. The BLM’s policy 15
to manage GUSG seasonal habitats
and maintain habitat connectiv-
ity to support sustamnable GUSG
pepulations and/or GUSG popula-
tion objectives as determined In
coordipation with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and Colorado Parks
and Wildhfe.

The comment perted will run from
Feb. 9 through March 12. Comments
concerning the proposed action.
alternatives and environmemnal is-
sues are most helpful. For additional
information of to submit a comment.
please contact Leon Montoya, BLM
Project Manager. at 719-852-6219.
by email to: BLM_CO_SLVPLV_
Comments@bim. gov. or in writing

£0 1803 West Hwy 160 Mome Vista.-

CO 81144,

Before including your address.
phone number, e-mail address. or
other personal idenufying mforma-
tion in vour comment, vou should
be aware that veur entire comment—
including vour perscnal identifying
information — may be made publicly
available at any time. While you can
ask vs in your comment to withhold
your personal identifying informa-
tion from public review, we cannot
guarantee that we will be able to
do s0.

The draft environmental assess-
ment is available on the BEM San
Luis Valley webpage at hutp://www.
blm.govico/stienfo/sivfo html. Hard
copies are available at the following
locations: Satida Ranger District,
USFS, 5575 Cleora Road. Sabida,
CO £1201; Saguache Field Office,
BLM/USFS. 46525 Highway 114,
Sapguache. Colorado 81149 and
BI.M. 1803 West Hwy 160. Monte
Vista, CO 8§1144.

i
i 1t Mintrer of the Eatare of:

Chrisgine A Walker, a/lin Chirdstios Walker

: Docunyed
COURY USE DNEY

“Attorney for Personal Representative

Witliam ¥ Duns, Reg, Mo 1036

Address: 43 Columbin Avenoe, Uel Novte, CO $1i32
Telaphore: {7i9) 6$7-3323; Fan: (719 6573320
E-mait bitiihtenn-dsw com

| Case Numbes: 2615PRIDODI
H THvishon:

L Cestiptroom!
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ROTICE TOCREDITORS BY PUBLICATION

Ali pereons having <laims sgainst the above-named esiale are required 10 present them 12 the.
Persasl Representative of 10 the Clerk of the Ric (rande County IRmurict Courl on or befors
June 42015 o7 1he ciskms may be foreves barred.

Date Janmaary 20, 2435

Wiliam F Dunn
585 Columbia Avenue
Det Nore, Colorado $1132

(), M5 Published in the Monte Visa Jogma on Febrasry ti, 18, 25,2015,

COMBINED NOTICE - PUBLICATION
CRS §38-38- 163 FORECLOSURE SALE NO. 14578

Ta Whem I May Concern: This Notice is given with regand 10 the fallowing described Deed of T ruse:
On December 2, 2014, the undersigned Public Trusiee cansed the Notior of Flerton and Demand relating o
e Dred of Trust described below 1o be recorded in the County of Ric Grande records.

Cleo Muisterncra
Morgage Eiegtronie Regismaion Systems Ing.acting
solely s nominee for CREDIT SUISSE FINANCIAL

Originul G ranzor(s)
Original Beneficiary{ics)

CORPORATION
Current Holder of Evidence of Debt One West Bank NA.
Bate of Deed of Trust March 22. 2067
Coumy of Recarding Hio Girande
Revording Dar of Perd of Trust March 27. 2007

Revording 1nformation

{Receprion No. and/or BookPuge Nod

HNONADET47 Book: 532 Page: 1021
$78,300.00 -

$71.938.92

Original Principal Amoant
OCurstanding Prncipal Balance

Purstcast 1o CRS FI8-38- F01(4NT, you are hereby potified that the covenants of tise deed of trust have been
violated & faliows: Failure 10 pay principal and interest when due wogether with afl other paymenls provided
for b the cvidenct of debt stcured by the deed of rust and pther violations thereof.

THE LIEN FORECLOSED MAY NOT BE A FIRST LIEN.
Lots 3 and 4. Block 35, Second West Side Addition, City of Monte Vista. Rio Grande
County, Colnrade.
Also kpewn bx strect and pember as: 210 Dunham Street, Monte Vista, U0 31144,
THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED BEREIN IS ALL OF THE PROPERTY CURRENTLY
ENCEMBERED BY THE LIEN OF THE DEED OF TRUST.

NOTICE OF SALE
The curreat hosder of the Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Trus. described herein, has fited Notiee of
Flecrion and Demiand for sake as provided by Jow and in said Deesd of Taust,

THEREFORE, Nusice Is Hepeby Given that [ will st publie auction, st 10:00 A.M. on Wednesdey. D401 /2015.

a1 Pubiic Trustce Office, 925 6o St.Rm. 103, Del None, €0 81532, sell 1o the highest and best bidder for
cash, the said real property aad all intcres: of the said Grantors), Granor(sy beirs and assigns therein, for the
puspost of [aying the indebredness provided in said Evidence of Debt secured by the Deed of Frusi. plus ot
Toenevs foes, the expenses of sale and ocher jtems alowed b 1aw, and will issue to the purchaset » Certificar
of Purchase, wl s provided by law.

Ferat Publication TAHMS
Last Publication FATHHS
Name of Pubhcation Manze Vista Journal

1F THE SALE DATE IS CONTINUED TO A LATER PATE. THE DEADLINE TO FILE A NOTICE
OF INTENT TO CURE BY THOSE PARTIES ENTITLED TO CURE MAY ALSO BE EXTENDED.

DATE: 12422014
Peggy I.Kemn, Public Trustee inand for the Covnty of Kie Grande. State of Cotorado

By: Peggy 1. Kem, Public Trusiee

The name. adaress. business kelephone nember and bar registration number of the attorney(s} representing the
tegal holder of the indebiedness is:
Monco Kadrmas #34904

Lavren Tew £33041

Barrett Frappier & Weissermzan, LLP 1199 Bannock Streei, Denver, CO BO2O4 (303) 356-3711

Astorney File # 3506 100007 FO1

The Anomey above is acling 55 a debs coflecior and is atteoing 1o coliect a debt. Any information provided
may be vsed for that purpose.

Weidon Philtips #31%27 1.isa Cancanon #42047

£ Pubdic Trustees Association of Colormts Revised 172015

RO, 3050 Published in the Monte Vista Journal o0 February 3. 13, 18, 25, March 3, 208

£ TR LB s W
Assessment Lien Trust B
County of Recording
Recording information

Cutstanding Principal Bal
secured indebtedness as
hesreot

Amount of Judgment ente
Description of property to

THE PROPERTY TCBE *
CURRENTLY ENCUMBE!

THE LIEN BEING FOREC

Defendant failed to pay hi
assessment lien recorded

THEREFORE, NOTICE I£
Wednesday, Apil 1, 2045
640 Cherry St., Del Norle,
said real properly describe
assigns of said Grantor th
herein, and will deliver fo*
faw,

First Publication:
Last Publication:
Name of Publicafion:

YOU MAY HAVE AN INT
OR HAVE CERTAIN RIG
COLORADO STATUTES
THE RIGHT TO REDEEM
TO CURE A DEFAULT U
COPY OF THE STATUT}
HERETO.

A NCTICE OF INTENT T
FILED WATH THE SHER
THE FIRST SCHEDULE!
CONTINUED.

A NOTICE OF INTENT 1
SHALL BE FILED WITH
DAYS AFTER THE SALE

The name, address, and
holder of the evidence of

WMatthew K Hobb:
SAN LUIS VALLE
101 Chico Court,
Wonte Vista, CO
(719) 852-0627

Anached hereto are copi
propenty rights in relatior
property in which you he
may wish 1o seek the ad
relaticn to this foredpsu

INTENT 1o cute of rede
1o or conducted 8l the I
Chemry Street, Del Nort

THIS 1S AN ATTEMPT
MAY BE USEDFORT

This Sheriffs Nc

NO. 3052 Fublished in the M




Beverlee J. McCIure Ed.D

Margaret E. Madden, Ph.D.

aestas, Ph.D.

P

eloff, right, display fiber products from wool
pace studio just south of Alamosa

Artists spm
unique yarn

By RUTH HEIDE

Courier editor _
ALAMOSA — Perla Kopeloff and Elena
Miller-ter Kuile enjoy a perfect artistic rela-
tionship. -
* Elena provides the
- raw materials that
Perla transforms into
- beautiful works of art.
. Elena, a sheep pro-
f ducer from Capulin, and
§ Perla, a long-time San
| Luis Valley artist, are :
- bringing fiber creations . :
. to life from wool to fin- Pe”a ' KOPEIOH-
ished fashions.
E - “She has the artistic gloves from hand.

¢ side. I have the sheep,” spun yarn.

crocheted these. !

M See YARN page 3

_WWW. alamosanews.com

County med|cal
aid cases up

By LAUREN
KRIZANSKY
Courter staff writer

ALAMOSA COUNTY —
Local resources and national
health care policy are cr2at-
ing more opportunities for
residents to access medical
and food assistance, and the
numbers show they are not
being overlooked.

Alamosa County Health
and Human Services Direc-
tor Catherine Salazar said
last month during an Ala-
mosa County Commissioners
{ACC) meeting Medicaid and
food assistance cases have
increased substantially since

theAffordable Healthcare Act

Posted ©2-10,2015 [ Valley

was passed, but federal pohcy
change is not the only factor.

The amount of agencies
in Alamosa County able to
arrange enrollment is mak-
ing the difference, she said.
Salazar recently came to the
county from Las Animas, an
area with about the same
population and about half
the number of cases although
many most likely qualified,
she said.

“Alamosa County’s utiliza-
tion of Medicaid is double,”
she said. “There are lots of
piacesto access medical care.”

In 2013. the county’s medi-

B See AID page 3

oum‘? ol

Transmnssuon ine
comments sought

MONTE VISTA — The
Bureau of Land Management
San Luis Valley Field Office,
in cooperation with the Pike

,San Isabel Nationa} Forest.

13 seeking public comments
on a draft environmental as-
sessment authorizing Xcel
Energy torebuild three exist-
ing transmission lines.

The transmission lines
are nearing the end of their
serviceable life and would be
rebuwilt within orimmediately
adjacent to their existing
locations. The transmission
lines cross a variety of pubhe
and private lands, in por-
tions of Alamosa, Chaiffee,
Rio Grande, and Saguache

counties.

The BLM will continue to
apply conservation measures
to manage and conserve Gun-
nison Sage Grouse and its
hahitat. The BLM’s policy 3s
to manage GUSG seasonal
habitats and maintain habi-
tat connectivity to support
sustainable GUSG popula-
tions and/or GUSG popula-

tion objectives as determined

in coordination with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and
Colorado Parks and Wildlife.

The comment period will
run from Feb. 9 through
March 12. Comments con-

MW See LINE page 3
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R e g AL

vesravie art N the Artrium
at the Alamosa hospital in
March.

Perla plansto host classes
in which she cap share the
techniques she hag devel-
oped to transform raw waol
into beautify]} one-of-a-kind
fiber clothing and accesso-
ries. Her work ranges from
scarves and gloves to fyl]
ensembles.

“I started felting with
alpaca,” she explained. “Aj-
paca needstobe washed apg
dyedand carded and spunor
felted. [t wasa bigenterprise
to make thiga feltingfacility,
because [ didn’t start out a3
a felter. [ was coming from
tapestries.”

Onsunny days. Perla dries
the washed alpaca outside

Alpaca 15 a coarser woo),
but Perla was unaware any.
one in the Valley raised the

ner-wooled Mering sheep
until she met Elena, a vou ng
rancher/farmer in Conejos
County. Perla happened to
be talking tq Elena's aunt
Lisa in the cooperative and
asked Lisa if she knew any-
one who rajszed Merinos.

"My niece” she replied.
“"She has a Ipt of Merino.”

erla went tg Capulin to
see Elena’'s flock.

T wasg extremely im.
bressed with her flock,” Perla
said, “becayse she has ecov.
ered them 1y keep the wool
bBrotected, and the quality is
just outstanding.”

She addeq. “For a fiber
artist, j¢'s really important
togetthe best possible fibey

Elena’s family dateg back
SIX generations to the 18605
inthe San Luis Valley when

er great great grandfather
on her father's side moved
up from Nambe, N.M., to
homestead near Capyljn.

er mother is from Europe.

lena graduated from
Centayri High School and
Cornel] University in New
York where she studied in.
ternationalagdevelopment.

OWever, when she began
thinking aboyt changing
how agriculture relages to
the énvironment, she liter-
ally decided to start athome,

- ewaid wove to help
youngpeople become enthuy.
slastic about the hands-on
fiber arts, which she is now
enjoying.

"I knit and | spin a little
bit. [ have done a little bit of
felting. I think 1t's fun and
It’s hands on. It's so tactile.”

Elena's flock is comprised
of different breeds, but the
Merino, originally frem
Spain, isa favorite with fiber
artists like Perla because its
wool is so soft and fine. The
Merino’s waol ig quite oily so
Sometimes it ig mixed with
other wool. There are many
breeds of sheep, and their
waol varies from coarse to
curly, with each providing
a different characteristic for
fiber arts and fashionsg

“When you felt, you create
acollage of fiber,” Peria said.

Perla and Elena wil] a¢.
tend shows together, with
Elena exhibiting her wool
and Perla showing the fin.
ished productg.

“It’s all in the Valley, SLLV
grown, dyed, spun, woven or
felted, aj] here,” Perla said,
"We are proud of that.”

The two are applying for
the famous Taos Wogl Fes-
tival, which will pe held the
first weekend in October.
The wool festiva) originated
inthe San Luis Valleyinthe
early 19807s byt 500N moved
toTaos, which hashosted the
annual event for many years,
Its missionisto provide may-
ketsand Support for growers
and craftspeople from New
Mexico, Colorado and Texas.
Its focus jg Natural fiberg.

“It'’s amazing, Elena and [
fit the mission statement go
well,” Perla said. “It’s grow-
ersand craftsmep Thatjust
clicked with the two of us.”

“It's a neat concept because
1t's very local and very naty.
ral,” Elena added.

Elena and Perla also want
toapply to show in the Salida

tber Festival and other
shows.

Tolearn more, visit Perly’y
Studio or email hey at fiber-
Space@hotmail com ]

Tocontact Elenaemaij her
at emillerterkui[e@gmail.
com '

URU of the New Ma
Association of Comm,
& Industry. She previo:
served as Cabinet Secre;
of Higher Fducation for
State of New Mexico. ;
experience also incly,
serving as President of Cle
Commu nity College in Clo»
New Mexico, and as Prov
oftheSt.AugustineCamp-
St. Johns River Commun
College in St. Augustiy
Florida. She holdsadoctorg
in educational administy
tion from the University
Texas at Austin, as wel] :
an M.B.A_ from the Unive
sityofArkansas-FayetteviL
and a Bachelor of Busine:

dministration from Texa
A&M, Cominerce.

he naming of fipafist.

LINE

R Continued from Page |

cerning the proposed ac.
tion, alternativeg and envi-
ronmental issyeg are most
helpful. For additional infor-
mation or to submit a com-
ment, please contaet BLM
Project Manager Leon Mon-
toyva at 852-6219, by email
to BLM“CO__SLVPLVHCom-
ments@blm gov, or in writing
to 1803 West Hwy 160; Monte

) 4.

efore including address,
phone humber, e-majl a4.
dress, or other persongl
identifying information with
comments, be awgre that the
entire comment——including
personal dentifying Informa-
tion‘may be made publicly
available a¢ any time.
The draft environmenta]

San Luis Valley
webpage at http:/fwww blm.
gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo.html.

ard copies are available at
the foﬂowinglocations: Salida
Ranger District, USFS, 5575
Cleora Road, Salida 81201;
Saguache Field Office, BLM/
USFS, 46525 Highway 114,

aguache 81149, and, Saguya-
che Field Office, BLM, 1803
West Hwy 160, Monte Vistsy
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Early Alert

To: WO BLM/DOI Officials

From: Colorado State Office

Through: WO Public Affairs Group Manager

Subject: BLM San Luis Valley Field Office to release draft Environmental Assessment
authorizing Xcel Energy to rebuild and upgrade transmission lines in Gunnison Sage Grouse
country.

What: Xcel Energy applied for a right-of-way grant amendment to rebuild three existing
transmission lines in the San Luis Valley. Two of the transmission lines cross Poncha Pass,
which has a small population of Gunnison Sage Grouse. The BLM is seeking public comments
on a proposed alternative to bury the transmission lines near the GUSG population. It is
anticipated that this action will draw media attention.

Who: Xcel Energy and BLM San Luis Valley Field Office
Where: San Luis Valley Field Office — Poncha Pass
When: The press release for the draft EA will be published on Feb. 10, 2015.

Background: The transmission lines Xcel needs to rebuild and upgrade were constructed
between 1927 and 1956. The line bisects habitat for the Poncha Pass population of Gunnison
Sage Grouse which was listed as threatened by the US Fish and Wildlife Service in 2014.
However, there was no critical habitat designated for the Poncha Pass population. All of the
action alternatives include GUSG conservation measures, such as timing restrictions for
construction and raptor-deterring features on power poles. In response to public comment during
the scoping period, the draft EA includes a proposed alternative analyzing buried powerlines
through the GUSG habitat. The FWS will be consulted before a final decision is reached.

Contact: Ruth Welch, Colorado State Director, 303-239-3700



m Bureau of Land M.FIII?—!I_:]IIFI'I'I: 46525 Hwy 114 » Saguache, Colorado 81149
g 4 BLM SAN LUIS VALLEY NEWS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - Feb. 9, 2015

Contact: Kyle Sullivan, Public Affairs Specialist, 719-269-8553

BLM seeks public comment on Xcel transmission line

MONTE VISTA, Colo. — The Bureau of Land Management San Luis Valley Field Office, in
cooperation with the Pike San Isabel National Forest, is seeking public comments on a draft
environmental assessment authorizing Xcel Energy to rebuild three existing transmission lines.

The transmission lines are nearing the end of their serviceable life and would be rebuilt within or
immediately adjacent to their existing locations. The transmission lines cross a variety of public
and private lands, in portions of Alamosa, Chaffee, Rio Grande, and Saguache counties.

The BLM will continue to apply conservation measures to manage and conserve Gunnison Sage
Grouse and its habitat. The BLM’s policy is to manage GUSG seasonal habitats and maintain
habitat connectivity to support sustainable GUSG populations and/or GUSG population
objectives as determined in coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Colorado
Parks and Wildlife.

The comment period will run from Feb. 9 through March 12, 2015. Comments concerning the
proposed action, alternatives and environmental issues are most helpful. For additional
information or to submit a comment, please contact Leon Montoya, BLM Project Manager, at
719-852-6219, by email to BLM_CO_SLVPLV_Comments@blm.gov, or in writing to 1803
West Hwy 160; Monte Vista, CO 81144,

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may be made publicly available at any time. While you can
ask us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review,
we cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.

The draft environmental assessment is available on the BLM San Luis Valley webpage at
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo.html. Hard copies are available at the following locations:
Salida Ranger District, USFS, 5575 Cleora Road, Salida, CO 81201;

Saguache Field Office, BLM/USFS, 46525 Highway 114, Saguache, Colorado 81149; and,
Saguache Field Office, BLM, 1803 West Hwy 160, Monte Vista, CO 81144.
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