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Dear Reader,

The BLM San Luis Valley Field Office (SLVFO) would like to notify you that the updated lands
with wilderness characteristics (LWC) inventory for the Upper Punche Valley and Los
Mogotes LWC inventory units has been posted at:

htep://www blm.gov/co/st/en/folsivfo.html for your review.

In January of 2014, the SLVFO received new information for consideration from The Wilderness
Society regarding the potential for lands with wilderness characteristics associated with two
designated (but currently undeveloped) Solar Energy Zones, as part of the SLVFO's Solar
Regional Mitigation Strategy development process.

SLVFO's most recent LWC inventory occurred in early 2012, just before “Manual 6310 —
Conducting Wilderness Characteristics Inventory on BLM Lands” was released. Since the
release of that manual (and additional guidance on how to interpret it), plus the new
information provided by The Wilderness Society, SLVFO has committed to an holistic
reassessment of it's 2012 LWC inventory. The top priority for review of the 2012 assessment,
and directly related to the new information provided, is associated with the two designated
Solar Energy Zone's (SEZ’s) located in Conejos County in the southern end of the San Luis
Valley of Colorado.

In response to the new information, SLVFO has reassessed two areas associated with the
Antonito Southeast SEZ and the Los Mogotes SEZ. The LWC inventory units are identified as:
Upper Punche Valley (001-2016) and Los Mogotes (002-2016). The SLVFO is very appreciative
of the detailed information provided by The Wilderness Society (TWS), which helped focus
the re-evaluation of LWC resources in both of these areas. We greatly appreciate TWS's
attention to detail, which has strengthened BLM's inventory, and very much look forward to
partnering with TWS and other interested parties in the future, as we re-assess the rest of
the Field Office for lands with wilderness characteristics.

Field Manager
San Luis Valley Field Office
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BLM Authority and the Inventory Process

In accordance with the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA), BLM is required to consider all
available information in order to determine the mix of resource uses and protection that best serves the
multiple-use and sustained-yield mandate. Under FLPMA, BLM has numerous authorities requiring the
agency to maintain inventories of all public lands and their resources, including wilderness
characteristics. Section 201 of FLPMA requires the Secretary of the Interior to "prepare and maintain
on a continuing basis an inventory of all public lands and their resource and other values.”

Based on new policy (especially Manual 6310 - Conducting Wilderness Characteristics Inventory on
BLM Lands, in addition to supplemental agency direction), and new public-provided information
regarding lands with wilderness characteristics, the SLVFO has recently completed a re-assessment of
BLM-managed lands with wilderness characteristics on two LWC inventory units; Upper Punche Valley
and Los Mogotes.

This Space Intentionally Left Blank



Upper Punche Valley LWC Inventory Unit (001-2016)
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Representative Photographs of the
Upper Punche Valley LWC Inventory Unit

From E Looking W Toward San Juan Mountains



Form | = Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from
Previous Inventory on Record

(1) Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of
this area?

Mo X (Go to Form 2) Yes (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list
the unique identifiers for those areas):

Form 2 - Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Ildentifier: Upper Punche Valley 001-2016
Acreage: 9587

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes" and describe the exception in the space provided below)

Yes [ No [ ]
Description (describe the boundaries of the area — wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.):

The Upper Punche Valley inventory area is located entirely on BLM lands south and east of the
community of Antonito, It is bordered on the north by private lands, on the west by U.S. Highway 285,
on the east by BLM road #5025 and on the south by the Colorado/New Mexico border. NOTE: the
San Luis Valley Field Office has no jurisdiction in the Taos Field Office; there is potentially an additional
2,164 acres of contiguous BLM on the Taos Field Office that may be incorporated into this inventory if
the Taos Field Office concurs with this assessment for the lands in New Mexico that they manage.

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes [] No [ | N/A[]
MNote: If "Mo" is checked, the area does not have wilderness characteristics: check “"NA" for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities):

The northwestern most tip of the Upper Punche Valley unit (straight line distance) is approximately 1.5
miles south from the town of Antonito, Colorado. The center of Antonito is located at the junction of
U.S. Highway 285 and Conejos County Road G. The Upper Punche Valley LWC inventory unit is
surrounded by BLM lands on the South, East and West sides, and private lands to the North, Access to
the Upper Punche Valley unit is readily available directly off of U.S. Highway 285 to BLM road #5031,

The terrain throughout the Upper Punche Valley is essentially uniform, open, relatively flat and lacks
topographic and vegetative variation. Lands within the Upper Punche valley are classified primarily as
Inter-Mountain Basins Semi-Desert Grassland, Inter-Mountain Basins Mixed Salt Desert and Inter-
Mountain Basins Greasewood Flat.

The principal human activities and imprints of man within the Upper Punche Valley primarily include
livestock grazing and associated infrastructure, such as water improvements and fences. Local area
residents also utilize the area recreationally for such purposes as: backcountry driving and some limited
hunting (big and small game).



(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes [] No [ | N/A ]
Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

Even though the area has low topographic relief, a lack of vegetation suitable for screening, open terrain,
and easy vehicular access throughout the area, outstanding opportunities for solitude do exist. Because
of the rural nature of this part of the San Luis Valley, with small populations of year-round residents and
typically low itinerant visitation (combined with a very large, naturally appearing landscape), outstanding
opportunities for solitude do exist within the Upper Punche Valley LWC inventory unit.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes [ No [ ] N/A [ ]
Mote: If "No" is checked for bath 3 and 4, the area does not have wilderness characteristics: check
“MNA" for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

There does not appear to be much recreational use in this area of the Field Office, and the area is
unlikely to become a recreational destination, despite its proximity to the newly designated Rio Grande
del Norte National Monument that borders the Upper Punche Valley LWC inventory unit on the
Colorado/New Mexico border.

There are no trails, and no recreational facilities in the area. All use is self-directed and requires basic
backcountry skills. Outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist due to a
lack of recreational developments, minimal regulation of recreational use, and access via primitive (non-
motorized and non-mechanized) means.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value)?

Yes [ No [ ] N/IA[]
Description:

The Upper Punche Valley LWC subunit is rich with supplemental values, including landscape-level visual
resources. The unit is also rich in sensitive wildlife species and migratory habitat (Gunnison prairie dog,
burrowing owl, swift fox, migratory birds, mountain plover, and pronghorn). There are also significant
cultural and historic resources, such as the West Branch of the North Fork of the Old Spanish MNational
Historic Trail (OSNHT), which is associated with with U.S. Highway 285. The Los Caminos Antiguos
Scenic and Historic byway bisects the nearby town of Antonito, which is also the location of the
National Historic Landmark train station of the Cumbres and Toltec Scenic Railroad. Within the unit is
also the remnant railbed of the historic Chili Line railroad that once traveled from Antonito to Santa Fe.
Also traveling through the LWC inventory unit is the historic Picuris trail that emanated from their
historic pueblo near Taos, NM.

The Upper Punche Valley LWC inventory unit is located directly north of the recently designated
242,000 acre Rio Grande del Norte National Monument in New Mexico. The unit also sits in close
proximity to the San Luis Hills Wilderness Study Area, the San Luis Hills Area of Critical Environmental



Concern (ACEC), and the Rio Grande Matural Area (which also includes the Rio Grande Special
Recreation Management Area and ACEC),

With the exception of a small parcel of BLM land abutting U.5 Highway 285, the entre LWC unit is also
comprised of the designated Antonito Southeast Solar Energy Zone (SEZ), which is currently
undeveloped. The unit also includes livestock grazing allotments.

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS*

Results of analysis:
Of the 9,587 acres analyzed, 9,587 acres have wilderness characteristics.

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? [ Yes [[1No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? [<] Yes | Neo [ NIA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined
type of recreation?  [X] Yes [ No (] N/A

4, Does the area have supplemental values! [<] Yes [ ] No [ NIA
Check one:

B The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is
identified as lands with wilderness characteristics.

il The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

Clayton Davey, BLM Park Ranger

Sean Noonan, BLM Outdoor Recreation Planner

Doug Simon. BLM Geographic Informtion Systems Specialist

(Name, Title, Date)

e ¢ iy R e mat] Mg

Date: __

*This form ducumentﬁ information that constitutes an inventory finding on
wilderness characteristics. It does not represent a formal land use allocation or a
final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either 43 CFR parts
4or 1610.5-3.
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Los Mogotes LWC Inventory Unit (002-2016)

Lands with Wilderness Characteristics
Los Megotes
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Representative Photographs of the
Los Mogotes LWC Inventory Unit

Photo Point MN I — From W Looking NE Toward Blanca Peak

Photo Point MMI — From W Looking E Toward San Luis Hills
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Form | — Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from
Previous Inventory on Record

(1) Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or part of
this area?

No _ (GotoForm 2) Yes __ X (If yes, and if more than one area is within the area, list
the unique identifiers for those areas): Mogote North, Mogote Middle, Mogote South.

Form 2 - Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique ldentifier: Los Mogotes 002-2016
Acreage: 30,937

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes" and describe the exception in the space provided below)

Yes [ No []
Description (describe the boundaries of the area — wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc.):

The Los Mogotes LWC inventory area is located on BLM lands south of the town of Capulin, west of
the towns of Lajara and Romeo, and northwest of the town of Antonito. The north boundary is made
up of private property, as well as portions of county road |12 and BLM road #5055. The east is bound by
the property line with state lands and county road 12, as well as BLM road #5052. The west boundary is
made up by the propercty line with state lands and BLM road #5055. The south boundary is made by
BLM roads #5045, #5049, #5052 and the boundary with a section of state lands.

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes [ No || N/A [ ]
Note: If "No” is checked, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check "NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities):

The landownership of the Los Mogotes LWC inventory unit is entirely BLM. The southwest boundary
of the unit is adjacent to the northern edge of the Los Mogotes ACEC, which was established for critical
winter and birthing habitat for big game and special status plant species. From its northern edge, the
unit is approximately | mile south of the town of Capulin. From its eastern edge, the unit is located
approximately 3 mi west of the town of Romeo, which is located at the junction of US Highway 285 and
Colorado Highway 142, With the exception of the town of Romeo, private lands on the east of the unit
are almost exclusively agricultural. Access to the Mogotes is readily available via several county roads
from nearby U.S. Highway 285 and subsequent BLM open system roads.

The terrain throughout Los Mogotes is essentially uniform, open, relatively flat and lacks topographic
and vegetative variation. Lands within the Mogotes are classified primarily as Inter-Mountain Basins
Semi-Desert Shrub Steppe. Additional cover types within Los Mogotes include Inter-Mountain Basins
Semi-Desert Grassland, Inter-Mountain Basins Mixed Salt Desert Scrub, and Inter-Mountain Basins
Greasewood Flat.

The principal human activities and imprints of man within the Los Mogotes unit include livestock grazing
and related facilities, such as water improvements and fences. Local area residents also utilize the area
I



recreationally for such purposes as OHV and backcountry driving, hunting and horseback riding. Several
ways exist throughout the area, but are considered minor imprints of man due to their generally low
visibility throughout the broader landscape.

Many areas around the edges of Los Mogotes have been subject to chronic illegal trash dumping. These
dump sites affect the naturalness of the area and are removed from the analysis area (see especially
northeast corner of inventory unit). Over time these dump sites may be removed and the land
sufficiently rehabilitated to become apparently natural again,

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes [] No [ ] N/A [ ]
Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

Even though the area has low topographic relief, a lack of vegetation suitable for screening, open terrain,
and easy vehicular access throughout the area, outstanding opportunities for solitude do exist. Because
of the rural nature of this part of the San Luis Valley, with small populations of year-round residents and
typically low itinerant visitation (combined with a very large, naturally appearing landscape), outstanding
opportunities for solitude do exist within the Los Mogotes LWC inventory unit.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes [ No || N/A [ ]
Note: If “Mo” is checked for both 3 and 4, the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check
"MNA" for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

The primary recreational use throughout the Mogotes is by motorized vehicle. Primary activities include
driving for pleasure and hunting. There are no trails, and no recreational facilities in the area. All use is
self-directed and requires few backcountry skills. Qutstanding opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation exist due to a lack of recreational developments, minimal regulation of
recreational use, and access via primitive (non-motorized and non-mechanized) means.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value)?

Yes [ No [] N/A [ ]

Description:

Part of the Los Mogotes Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) exists within the Los Mogotes
LWC inventory unit. The ACEC was designated in the 1991 San Luis Resource Area Resource
Management Plan (SLRA RMP) as critical winter range and birthing habitat for big game species, and for
sensitive plant species. The LWC unit is also adjacent to the Ra Jadero ACEC on the west side, which
was designated for its sensitive plant species as well. The western boundary of the LWC unit is partially
bordered by the La Jara State Wildlife Area. On the eastern boundary, the LWC unit encompasses part
of the designated Los Mogotes Solar Energy Zone (SEZ), which is currently undeveloped. Other
supplemental values found in the Los Mogotes LWC inventory unit include: significant cultural
resources; several livestock grazing allotments; sensitive wildlife species (Gunnison prairie dog,

12



burrowing owl, ferruginous hawk, mountain plover); an important riparian area; pronghorn birthing and
winter habitat; and visual resources.

SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS*

Results of analysis:
Of the 30,932 acres analyzed, 30,932 acres have wilderness characteristics.

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? <] Yes [ No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? (<] Yes [ ] No [ I N/A

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined
type of recreation? [] Yes [[1No CTN/IA

4. Does the area have supplemental values? [<] Yes [1No [ N/A
Check one:

| The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is
identified as lands with wilderness characteristics.

] The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

Clayton Davey, BLM Park Ranger

Sean Noonan, BLM Outdoor Recreation Planner

Doug Simon, BLM Geographic Informtion Systems Specialist

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed istrict or Fie|d M er):

Mame: 4@@ A{L “f:,, } Title: E:tki WAl e waQor
Date: | Wy | 20/¢ :

*This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on
wilderness characteristics. It does not represent a formal land use allocation or a
final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either 43 CFR parts
4 or 1610.5-3.




