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Background Information 

BLM-administered lands within the planning area support a variety of 

recreation activities. The fragmented public land ownership in the Royal 

Gorge Field Office (RGFO) planning area results in wide discrepancies in 

levels of use and activity. BLM-administered lands that are surrounded by 

private lands or have limited public access receive relatively low levels of 

use. In contrast, BLM-administered lands near communities experience 

much higher levels of use. Increasing interest in and demand for recreation-

based economic development and associated facilities, awareness of public 

lands recreation attractions, and unanticipated use trends and activities are some of the factors requiring the 

BLM to revise the Eastern Colorado RMP.  

Through the RMP process, the BLM may designate 

Recreation Management Areas (RMAs), Special or Extensive, 

where high quality recreation opportunities are recognized. 

Special Recreation Management Areas (SRMAs) are 

designated where recreation is the principal management 

focus and there is a need to protect and enhance a targeted 

set of recreation objectives. The RGFO currently has two 

SRMAs: the Gold Belt SRMA and the Arkansas River SRMA. 

Extensive Recreation Management Areas (ERMAs) are 

managed to support and sustain recreation objectives that are commensurate with other resources and 

resource uses. Lands that are not designated as a Recreation Management Area receive dispersed recreation 

management, which offers little in the way of visitor services or developed recreation facilities.  

Potential Decisions:  

Recreation management planning as part of the Eastern Colorado RMP/EIS may: 

 Identify RMAs (Special and Extensive) and, where needed, delineate discrete recreation 

management zone (RMZ) boundaries for specific recreation opportunities 

 Establish RMA and RMZ measureable recreation objectives. These objectives must define specific 

recreation opportunities that will become the focus of recreation and visitor services management 

 Identify necessary management actions and allowable use decisions for recreation and other 

programs to achieve recreation objectives 

Planning Issues: 

 Are there areas that the BLM should identify for focused recreation management? What should the 

recreation objectives for these areas be? What settings are necessary to achieve these objectives? 

 How can the BLM resolve conflicts between increasing demand for various recreation uses and 

protection of other resource values? 

 Within other programs, what terms and conditions are necessary to achieve the RMA objectives? 
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Tell Us What You Think! 

If you have input on these topics, please share it with us in a scoping comment. 

1. Are there additional recreation management topics that should be covered in the EIS? 

2. What areas should be designated and managed as RMAs (Special or Extensive) to achieve specific 

recreation objectives?  

3. Can you recommend sources of information that should be used in the RMP/EIS? 

Please submit your comments and other information via email to ECRMP.comments@blm.gov 
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