
Public Scoping for the Eastern Colorado RMP/EIS 

  

 

Background Information 

The BLM visual resource management (VRM) system provides a way to 

inventory and analyze scenic values in order to determine appropriate 

levels of management. VRM serves as a tool to identify and map essential 

landscape settings in line with public preferences and recreation-related 

experiences now and in the future. The VRM system helps ensure that 

actions taking place today will benefit the visual qualities associated with 

BLM landscapes while protecting those visual resources for the future. 

For large portions of the Royal Gorge Field Office (RGFO), scenic quality 

is of national significance and an important part of the local and state 

economy.  

Management classes are assigned based upon the visual resource inventory, as well as consideration of other 

land uses. The visual resource inventory was completed in 2015, and management class designations are 

needed for the RGFO. In assigning management classes, fragmented ownership will be an important 

consideration to avoid managing scenic values on small land parcels where BLM land management is too 

limited to affect the overall landscape. The RMP revision will evaluate the planning area’s scenic resources 

along with the demand for other resources to provide a balanced approach to meeting the BLM’s multiple 

use mandates.  

Potential Decisions:  

VRM planning as part of the Eastern Colorado RMP/EIS may: 

 Designate VRM management classes 

for all areas of BLM-administered land 

based on an inventory of visual 

resources and management 

considerations for other land uses 

Planning Issues 

 What are the critical viewshed areas 

and how should they be managed? 

 What are the potential effects of large-

scale projects on the area’s visual 

resources? 
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Tell Us What You Think! 

If you have input on these topics, please share it with us in a scoping comment. 

1. Are there additional visual resource topics that should be covered in the EIS? 

2. How should the BLM manage sensitive viewsheds and corridors? 

3. Can you recommend sources of information that should be used in the RMP/EIS? 

Please submit your comments and other information via email to ECRMP.comments@blm.gov 

 

Visual Resources 


