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Indian Springs National Natural Landmark Display Coming to the BLM’s Royal Gorge 

Field Office 

CANON CITY, Colo. - World-renowned fossils found locally at the Indian Springs Trace Fossil 

Site will be on display Jan. 24 through Feb. 14 in the BLM’s Royal Gorge Field Office’s front 

room.   

Local expert Carly Thorson will be at the field office to share stories and information about the 

fossils found at her family’s ranch on the following dates:  

9 a.m. to 11 a.m. – Jan. 27; Feb. 3 and10 

2 p.m. to 4 p.m. – Jan. 24, 29 and 31; Feb. 5, 7, 12 and 14 

The Indian Springs Trace Fossil Site is located just east of Canon City on the Thorson Family 

Ranch.  The National Park Service designated it as a National Natural Landmark due to the 

importance of the Ordovician Period (485 to 443 million years ago) trace fossils found there.  

These trace fossils include tracks left by trilobites, fish and other prehistoric creatures on the 

bottom of an ancient ocean. 

Indian Springs is considered the best locality to study Ordovician Period trace fossils in North 

America because of the excellent preservation and wide variety of ichnospecies, or types of trace 

fossils, found there. Every year, geology groups from around the country come to visit Indian 

Springs.  

 

  



 

Carly’s display at the Denver Gem and Mineral Show.  Photo courtesy of Dan Grenard. 
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