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History of Placer Mining – Cache Creek

• Prospecting in Colorado began in 1858
• 1860, Campbell and Shoewalter excavated their first pits in Cache Creek
• 1866, Cache Creek formally incorporated, richest gold exhausted
• 1867, Workings were 150’ wide and 30’ deep, 4,000 aggregate feet of sluices, company 

was profitable
• 1872, Cache Creek mining company purchased the claims
• 1881, Company acquired water rights—excavated a system of distribution ditches to 

take water from Clear Creek
• 1883, Twin Lakes Consolidated Placer Mining company purchased the operation (British 

investors)
• 1889, Hydraulic mining—high pressure jet of water squirted from a heavy cast iron or 

brass nozzle called monitors, 6 were used in Cache Creek
• 1911, Canon City and Pueblo finally powerful enough to fight the mining industry, sued 

for an injunction against the Cache Creek operations due to sediment loads in river
• After 50 years of profitable operations, Cache Creek was shut down during production -

plans for Derry Dredge that never came to fruition
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Dredge at Fairplay, Colorado



2010 Changes

• New maps 
on the 
website
– Focus is on 

popular 
placer 
areas

– Remove 
details on 
private 
claims
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2010 Changes

• New regulations at Cache Creek
– 14-days per person per season

– $30/notice

– Daily registration required

• On the ground work proposed for Cache Creek
– Install another kiosk

– Expand parking area

– More effectively delineate the placer area boundary
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2010 Changes

• Claims recently located at Point Bar
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Do’s and Don’ts
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DO create a settling pond for all 
high banking activity to help 

remove fines before the water re-
enters the river or stream!



Do’s and Don’ts
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DO adhere to signage and gate 
closures!



Do’s and Don’ts
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DON’T create steep slopes that 
could be dangerous!



Do’s and Don’ts

Placer Mining Along the Arkansas River, 2010 SeasonPl 10

DON’T disturb or undercut 
trees!



Information Reminder

• Geo Communicator provides information on surface 
management agencies and active claims. 

Check out http://www.geocommunicator.gov

• LR2000 provides detailed information on claims. 

Check out http://www.blm.gov/lr2000/

• The BLM RGFO website provides information on placer mining 
along the Arkansas River. 

Check out http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo.html
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Contacts

Stephanie Carter or Melissa Smeins

Bureau of Land Management

Royal Gorge Field Office

3028 East Main Street

Canyon City, Colorado 81212

719-269-8500

http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/minerals.html
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