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Route Evaluation Process
• Second step of the travel management planning process.

• After each route within the planning area (TMA 1) has been inventoried, the 
evaluation process uses route selection criteria to identify resources , develop 
minimization options, identify route objectives and document the designation 
process.

• Route evaluation is conducted by an ID Team consisting of specialists with 
adequate knowledge of the resource issues.

Route Selection Criteria
• Criteria is established to make route selections based on issues identified in 

the scoping process, goals and objectives identified in the RMP, and others 
identified in BLM policies.

• Criteria used to make route selections should:

o Resolve user conflicts

o Reduce route duplication

o Provide sustainable routes

• Route selection criteria must ensure areas and trails are located to minimize 
the following:

o Damage to soil, watershed, vegetation and air

o Harassment of wildlife or significant disruption of wildlife habitats 

• Special attention will be given to protect threatened or endangered 
species

o Conflicts between off-road vehicle use and other existing or proposed 
recreational uses  

Evaluate the Route Against the Criteria
• Each route being considered for inclusion in the designated travel network 

must be evaluated individually against the established criteria.

• This is done using the application of GIS software.

• Criteria categories adopted directly from the RMP, with ID team input, are 
used to evaluate each route’s relative risk and benefit to the various public 
land uses and resources.

• The evaluation process for each route is clearly documented.
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