
Searching for Solutions to  
Resource Problems in the 

Elephant Skin Area 



OHV opportunities abound in the ‘Dobes 





2 Open Play Areas 
1. Peach Valley  

 933 acre open area 
 Many miles of single-track, ATV and Jeep routes 

2. Flat Top 
 1,646 acre open area 
 Many miles of single-track and ATV routes 





















 All vehicles must stay on designated routes 
 Motorcycles, ATVs, mtn. bikes and full-size  







 The Mancos shale soils contain relatively high 
concentrations of salt and selenium.  Both of 
these contribute to water quality problems in 
our rivers. 

 Disturbed soils erode more quickly, adding 
higher concentrations to our rivers. 

 There are sensitive plant species that live in this 
soil type.  They can handle these crazy soils, 
but not the off-route disturbance. 







 Is OHV use in this area compatible with 
protection of these resources? 
 Yes, if riders stay on designated routes 
 Maybe not, if riders can’t resist the urge to ride off-

route.  This landscape has few natural barriers, so it 
is tempting to ride cross-country. 



 BLM outreach to media, clubs, and 
organizations to get the word out 

 Ask local OHV shops to post maps and fliers 
 Have the “Stay the Trail” crew on-site for one 

or two busy weekends to help inform riders 
 Increase law enforcement and OHV ranger 

patrols 
 Post maps and downloadable route files on the 

BLM website 
 



Contact info: 
Edd Franz, recreation planner 
efranz@blm.gov 
970-240-5337 
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