Recreation Management Zone_Hartman Rocks Back Country_           Natural Resource Recreation Settings Matrix         Existing Setting         

PHYSICAL– LAND AND FACILITIES:   character of the natural landscape

Primitive
       Back Country

Middle Country
         Front Country
                     Rural


Urban


      Pristine         Transition                                                    
    
                                                      
	Remoteness
	More than 10 miles from a motorized route.
	More than 3 miles from any motorized route.
	More than ½ mile from any kind of motorized route/use area, but not as distant as 3 miles.  
	On or near motorized routes, but at least ½ miles from all improved roads, though they may be in sight.
	On or near improved gravel roads, but at least ½ mile from highways.
	On or near paved primary highways, but still within a rural area.
	Municipal streets and roads within towns or cities.



	Naturalness
	Undisturbed natural landscape.
	Naturally-appearing landscape having modifications not readily noticeable.
	Naturally-appearing landscape except for obvious motorized routes.
	Landscape partially modified by roads/trails, utility lines, etc., but none overpower natural landscape features.
	Natural landscape substantially modified by agriculture or industrial development.
	Urbanized developments dominate landscape.

	Visitor Facilities
	None.
	Some primitive trails made of native materials such as log bridges and carved wooden signs.
	Maintained and marked trails, simple trailhead developments, improved signs, and very basic toilets.
	Improved yet modest, rustic facilities such as campsites, restrooms, trails, and interpretive signs.
	Modern facilities such as campgrounds, group shelters, boat launches, and occasional exhibits.
	Elaborate full-service facilities such as laundry, restaurants, and groceries


SOCIAL – VISITOR USE AND USERS:  character of recreation – tourism use

Primitive
       Back Country

Middle Country
         Front Country
                     Rural


Urban
	Contacts with other groups
	Fewer than 3 encounters/day at campsites and fewer than 6 encounters/day on travel routes.
	3-6 encounters/day off travel routes (e.g. campsites) and 7-15 encounters/day on travel routes.
	7-14 encounters/day off travel routes (e.g. staging areas) and 15-29 encounters/day en route.
	15-29 encounters/day off travel routes (e.g. campgrounds) and 30 or more encounters/day en route.
	People seem to be generally everywhere.
	Busy place with other people constantly in view.


	Group size
	Fewer than or equal to 3 people per group.
	4-6 people per group.
	7-12 people per group.
	13-25 people per group.
	26-50 people per group.
	Greater than 50 people per group.

	Evidence of Use
	No alteration of the natural terrain.  Footprints only observed.  Sounds of people rare.
	Areas of alteration uncommon.  Little surface vegetation wear observed.  Sounds of people infrequent.
	Small areas of alteration.  Surface vegetation showing wear with some bare soils.  Sounds of people occasionally heard.
	Small areas of alteration prevalent.  Surface vegetation gone with compacted soils observed.  Sounds of people regularly heard.
	A few large areas of alteration.  Surface vegetation absent with hardened soils.  Sounds of people frequently heard.
	Large areas of alteration prevalent.  Some erosion.  Constantly hear people.


OPERATIONAL – ADMINISTRATION AND SERVICES:   character of how Public Land Managers, Cooperative Agencies and Local Businesses Care for the Area and Serve Visitors

Primitive
       Back Country

Middle Country
         Front Country
                     Rural


Urban
	Mechanized Use
	None whatsoever.
	Mountain bikes and perhaps other mechanized use, but all is non-motorized.
	Four-wheel drives, all-terrain vehicles, dirt bikes, or snowmobiles in addition to non-motorized, mechanized use.
	Two-wheel drive vehicles predominant, but also four-wheel  drives and non-motorized, mechanized use.
	Ordinary highway auto and truck traffic is characteristic.
	Wide variety of street vehicles and highway traffic is ever-present.



	Visitor Services
	None is available on-site.
	Basic maps, but area personnel seldom available to provide on-site assistance.
	Area brochures and maps, plus area personnel occasionally present to provide on-site assistance.
	Informational materials describe recreation areas and activities.  Area personnel are periodically available.
	Information described to the left, plus experience and benefit descriptions.  Area personnel do on-site education.
	Information described to the left, plus regularly scheduled on-site  outdoor skills demonstrations and clinics.

	Management Controls
	No visitor controls apparent.  No use limits.  Enforcement presence very rare.
	Signs at key access points on basic user ethics.  May have backcountry use restrictions.  Enforcement presence rare.
	Occasional regulatory signing.  Motorized and mechanized use restrictions.  Random enforcement presence.
	Rules clearly posted with some seasonal or day-of-week use restrictions.  Periodic enforcement presence.
	Regulations prominent.  Total use limited by permit, reservation, etc.  Routine enforcement presence.
	Continuous enforcement to redistribute use and reduce user conflicts, hazards, and resource damage.


Description of Hartman Rocks Back Country Zone:

This  zone receives less visitation than the Middle Country Zone and is geographically described as areas south of the power line.  This zone is accessed by interior roads and trails as well as some remote exterior access points.  Access with vehicles is challenging due to roughness of roads and lack of roads and trails.  Large areas are undeveloped.  Visitor facilities include two track roads and single track trails.  Main activities include mountain biking, dirt biking and ATVing.  Camping is not popular in this zone but does exist in the far reaches of the zone.  Single track trails in this area are longer distance trails due to the distance from the main trailheads.  Some trails have more technical difficulty than others.  Informal parking areas exist in this zone.  Small areas of alternation can be seen.  Surface vegetation is showing wear with some bare soils around development.  Sounds of people can occasionally be heard but are less frequent than the Middle Country Zone.  

