[bookmark: Oil_and_Gas_Environmental_Review]WHAT PROCESS DETERMINES WHICH LANDS ARE MADE AVAILABLE FOR GEOTHERMAL LEASING?
· A step-by-step process and environmental review precedes geothermal leasing and development.
Using an in depth evaluation process associated with resource management planning under the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA), BLM determines what lands may be made available for geothermal leasing. Bureau-wide, many of the older land use plans were silent on geothermal leasing.  The Programmatic EIS for geothermal energy development formally amended 114 land use plans, identifying lands as either open or closed to geothermal leasing. The PEIS also states that lands considered open may have minor or major constraints placed upon them according to the parent land use plans in place.
The three key phases of the public and agency planning process are:
	Analyze Resource 
Management Plan or Plan Amendments

Analyze land uses and resources to determine which lands may be open to geothermal leasing. This is a key step where comprehensive public involvement occurs and is integral in determining land suitability for geothermal leasing.
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	Determination of National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Analysis Adequacy (DNA)

Confirms that an action is adequately analyzed in existing NEPA documents and is in conformance with the land use plan amendment. These reviews may result in parcels being deferred for additional environmental analysis or in environmental protection stipulations being placed on the parcels.
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	Additional 
site-specific environmental analysis

Once a parcel has been leased, additional site-specific environmental analysis will occur prior to geothermal exploration or development.



· BLM Colorado conducts geothermal lease sales based on demand and on nominations received from industry. The process typically proceeds as follows:
1. Lands are nominated based on industry interest.  Each nomination must be a minimum of 640 acres and may not exceed 5,120 acres—unless an area includes irregular subdivisions.  A nominator may request that lands be offered as a block or BLM may use its own initiative to offer geothermal leases as a block. However, prior to the BLM’s approval of a block, the nominator must provide geological information to support the request.  Acreage in an approved block must be approximately 20,000 to 25,000 acres.
· Each nomination requires a non-refundable $105.00 filing fee in addition to a non-refundable fee of $0.10 per nominated acre rounded up to the nearest acre.
2.  Industry-nominated lands are reviewed to determine if they are eligible and available for geothermal leasing (e.g. closed to leasing by law, withdrawn, currently leased, private lands, etc.) and in conformance with the existing Resource Management Plan or Plan Amendments.. The requirement that lands be “available” means both that lands are open to geothermal leasing consistent with the terms of applicable land use plan, and also that adequate pre-leasing National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance has been completed. Nominated lands cannot be included in a geothermal lease sale until the BLM confirms that leasing conforms to the land use plan or Plan Amendment and all NEPA requirements have been met.
3. Field offices then review the parcels to assure that the lands offered are in conformance with the RMP and in compliance with the NEPA and other resource protection acts, such as the National Historic Preservation Act and the Endangered Species Act. 
4. Field offices make recommendations to the State office concerning which parcels to offer for lease. They may also recommend withdrawing all or part of a parcel or recommend additional stipulations on a lease to protect certain resources. 
5.  Parcels are also reviewed to determine if, “Geothermal operations, including exploration, development or utilization of lands, are reasonably likely to result in a significant adverse effect on a significant thermal feature within a unit of the National Park System”. This review is posted for 45 days. (Federal Register/ Vol. 72/No. 84/May, 2, 2007/p.24406)
6.  Based on the field office recommendations, the BLM State office prepares a final list of lands available and posts a notice 45 days prior to lease sale in each BLM or USFS office where the lands are located. The notice of lease sale is also made available on the BLM Colorado website.
7.  Prior to the sale, a preliminary review of any protests received determines which parcels will be offered for sale.
8.  The competitive lease sale is held.
· The Energy Policy Act of 2005 requires BLM to hold a competitive lease sale at least once every two years for lands available for leasing in a state that has nominations pending.
·  A sale may include lands in more than one state. 
· Sales may be held in conjunction with the quarterly oil and gas lease sales when parcels are available.
9.  Following appropriate and timely payment, leases are issued to the successful bidder for a primary term of 10 years.
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