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Silver Thread
Alpine Loop Interpretive Center:
(970) 944-2527 * (800) 569-1874
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The Alpine Loop Backcountry Byway
Off-Highway Vehicle Guide
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Starting in Silverton?

The Alpine
Loop

Back Countw Byway .

% Off-Highway Vehicle Guide | ¢

Bureau of Land Management

Gunnison Field Office: (970) 642-4940

Tres Rios Field Office: Silverton (970) 887-5530
Durango (970) 247-4874
Dolores (970) 882-7296

Short Trip (about two hours)

* Maytlower Mill

* Howardsville (formerly Bullion City)
* Minnie Gulch and Maggie Gulch

www.lakecity.com )
Welcome to the Alpine Loop Backcountry Byway.

This often rugged road winds through the spectacular
scenery of the San Juan Mountains, connecting the
communities of Lake City, Silverton and Ouray.
Managed for high-clearance vehicles and demanding
a leisurely pace, the 65-mile loop provides the chance
to slow down and experience the hard rock mining

Silverton Area Chamber of Commerce
Visitor Information Center:

(970) 887-5654 * (800) 752-4494
www.silvertoncolorado.com

U.S. Forest Service

Columbine Ranger District: (970) 884-2512
Gunnison Ranger District: (970) 641-0471
Norwood Ranger District: (970) 874-6600

Half-day trip (about four to six hours)
* Eureka (2WD accessible)

* Animas Forks (2WD accessible)

Telluride Area Visitor Information: * Scenic loop through Gladstone, Hurricane Pass and

history of the area. Most travel routes are available

istrict: 970) 728-3041 * (888) 605-2578 . .
Ouray Ranger District: (970) 240-5300 SVWV3] visittelluri dé corzl by full size 4x4s, though utility terrain vehicles, all- Cjalhfm."ma Gulch _
L ' . terrain vehicles and motorcycles are popular modes of * Historic Loop through Placer Gulch and Picayune
Ouray Chamber Resort Association Gulch

transportation.

Visitor Information Center:
(970) 825-4746 * (800) 569-1876
www.ouraycolorado.com

Tackling the loop in its entirety is easily an all-day For more information, go to:

event. However, the main loop is only part of the
experience; miles of designated side routes allow
visitors to either take a short tour or extend their trip

* Make sure you are not the only one who knows your
travel plans; give yourself more time than you think
you need.

Do your homework and research before you begin

your trip. Know your routes and destination.

Rnow how far you are going and where to stop for

gas.

Make sure you have enough water, fuel, rest and

experience to make it to your destination.

* Know your abilities: if you have to ask yourself  if
your “expertise” is enough to negotiate a harder
trail, it probably isn’t.

* Many of the historical sites contain mining passages
and buildings—DO NOT enter them. These
structures are not stable and may collapse.

* Not all of the land along the Alpine Loop is public;
respect private property.

* Electronics and wireless devices DO NOT work
in most areas within the Alpine Loop—download
or print maps, destination and emergency contact - ‘:r:‘ :
information. -

* In the event of an emergency, dial 911 or contact
the Sheriff’s office: AL
- Hindsale County 970-944-2291 S
- Ouray County 970-325-7272 o
- San Juan County 970-387-5531 B
- San Miguel County  970-728-1911

BLM/CO/GI-14/004

http://silvertoncolorado.com

to multiple days.

For more information, go to: http://blm.gov/dwld
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