Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Area Unique Identifier: CO-060-026

Acreage: 4,274.86

Is the area of sufficient size?

Yes [ No &=

Description

This area of BLM fand is identified as CO-060-026. The northern boundary is road 3048 and
private land. The eastern and southern boundary is private land. The western boundary is road 3052,
The area is adjacent to CO-060-027, separated by a BLM road that is open to public vehicle use.

(1) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes = No [ N/A [

Description

Within this area North Beaver Creek runs from south east through the northern section. This
parcel contains high topographical relief with the elevation reaching 10,000 feet in many areas. These
higher elevations are heavily wooded with spruce, fir and aspen. Cottonwood is present in the riparian
areas. The main human use for this area is livestock grazing and hunting. Several visible hunting camps
are within this unit. Hunting and camping is responsible for the majority of human use within the parcel;
1750 visitors per year. There is some evidence of thinning with removal along the south western portion
but there is not enough of an impact to detract from naturalness. Remains of wooden structures, and
rusted metal machinery and appliances were found within close proximity to open roads. Several closed
roads do exist within the parcel that range in degree of visibility. Many of these closed roads could not
be found and some roads exist that are visible but not on the GIS map.

(2) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes 5 No [ N/A 3



Description

This parcels high topographical relief and heavily wooded areas provide outstanding
opportunities for solitude and have the potential to accommodate many visitors. There are very few
access roads with the majority of them running through private land.

(3) Does the area {or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size} have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes £ No O N/A [
Description

This area provides outstanding opportunities for unconfined and primitive recreation in the
forms of hiking, backpacking, camping, hunting, and wildlife viewing.

(4) Does the area have supplemental values {ecological, geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historic value)?

Yes £ No [ N/A [
Description

This parcels numerous high elevations provide outstanding views of the San Juan’s and the
nearby areas. This area has a high level of lynx habitat along with low levels of winter elk, severe winter
elk, winter mule deer and potential sage grouse habitat.



Summary of Analysis
Area Unique Identifier: CO-060-026

Result of Analysis:

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? [J Yes & No

Does the area appear to be natural? & Yes [0 No
Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive or unconfined type of

recreation? & Yes [ No

4. Does the area have supplemental values? & Yes [0 No

Check one

The area, or portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics.

X_The area does not have wilderness characteristics.
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*This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not represent a formal land
us allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either 43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.



