Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Area Unique ldentifier: CO-060-029

Acreage: 11,868.49

Is the area of sufficient size?
Yes = No o

Description

This unit of BLM land is identified as CO-060-029. The northern boundary is road 3054. The
eastern boundary is road 3057. The southern boundary is private land and road 3043. The western
boundary is road 3043.

{1) Does the area appear to be natural?
Yes = No ) N/A OO

Description

This parcel is made up of rolling hills with exposed rock and heavily wooded areas in the higher
elevations. The area is marked by several geographical features; Sugar Creek, Corral Creek and Right
Creek run from the southeast to the northwest through the unit. The main human uses for this area are
livestock grazing, hunting, and camping. Deer, elk, and antler shed hunting are popular in this unit. All of
the human activity results in £1,000 visitors a year. Vegetation in this area includes sage brush, pine,
aspen, willow, and various grasses and wild flowers. There are a series of closed roads in the parcel but
the majority of them are marked as closed or they have been ripped and replanted.

Visible evidence of mining activity in the form of old mine shafts, test pits and one present mining claim
with substantial activity are present. This active mining exploration has employed the use of heavy
machinery creating several large pits, approximately fifteen feet deep by twenty feet long, at the
extreme southern end of the area. We recommend that the boundary be adjusted to exclude the area
impacted by this recent bulldozing activity. The boundary would be on the section line between
sections 5 and 8 {see map). The excluded area would be approximately 213.9 acres, leaving
approximately 11,654.6 acres with wilderness characteristics still in the area,

{2} Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?



Yes g No 1 N/A D

Description

This parcel’s rolling hills and high topographic relief provide outstanding opportunities for

solitude.

(3} Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size} have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yesm NoaN/A O

Description

This area has many opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. These activities
include hunting, wildlife viewing, camping and backpacking. Use of the land is self- directed and there
are no recreational facilities in the area.

{4) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historic value)?
Yesa No  N/A G

Description

This parcel is within Gunnison sage-grouse habitat. Two potential fens exist in this unit, the first
is 0.48 acres and rated low potential, the second is 1.60 acres and rated medium. This unit contains high
levels of elk winter habitat, mule deer winter habitat, potential sage grouse habitat and occupied sage
grouse habitats. Levels of pronghorn habitat are medium and levels of severe winter elk habitat and
severe mule deer habitat are low. The level of lynx habitat is very low.



Summary of Analysis
Area Unigue Identifier: CO-060-029

Result of Analysis:

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? & Yes 0 No
Does the area appear to be natural? 8 Yes 3 No
3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive or unconfined type of

recreation? = Yes o No
4, Does the area have supplemental values? & Yes o No

Check one

X_The area, or portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands with
wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.
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*This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics, It does not represent a formal land
us allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either 43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.



