Rabbit Valley
has so much to offer
those with an interest
in geology. Faulted
and folded rock units
are encompassed in
breathtaking vistas.

Hidden canyons,
cultural  treasures,
sculpted sandstone

monoliths and an
active fossil quarry

round out the area. View of Rabbit Valley and the La Sal range from the Trail through Time.

Dinosaurs

Most of  Rabbit
Valley is blanketed
in the 150 million
. year old Jurassic
B Morrison formation;
created from once
flowing stream and
floodplain deposits.
A large amount and
diversity of dinosaur
and plant fossils have

A cross sectional view of a Camarasau- b N
rus vertebrae, a medium sized sauro- P°€€N Preserved in
pod that averaged 60 feet long. ~ the upper part of the

Morrison, known as the Brushy Basin Member,
distinguished by multi-colored banded mudstone.
The Trail Through Time next to the Mygatt-Moore
quarry displays a number of fossils entombed in
rock along the trail. During the summer, visitors can
watch paleontologists excavate the next big find.

McDonald Creek Trail
Practically an outdoor
cultural museum,
several pictograph
panels are scattered JE8
throughout this small
canyon; a testament
to the early Fremont
peoples that inhabited
this area. Please show
special respect to these
cultural treasures when
visiting this area. Please
donottouch the panels.

One of the most striking of faulted structures is
pictured below. This bed of Entrada sandstone has
been folded and compressed due to an underlying
thrust fault. The main road that leads to all of the
Rabbit Valley campgrounds passes through this
faulted terrain. The gap between the marks the
location of sandstone that recieved the most fault-
related stress. This weaker rock eroded away long ago
from stream action; only the stronger rock remains.

Curved Entrada Sandstone bed caused by faulting.

*Please note: Rock or
fossil collecting of any} °
kind is prohibited in the
NCA as is vertebrate]
fossil collecting on any
BLM land. Respect for
our land today will
bring enjoyment for FFS
generations to come. ik
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