














boundary was redesigned by the BLM archaeologist to avoid and buffer the eligible and
potentially eligible sites. The project area survey was larger than the proposed APE and the
project boundary was also adjusted to avoid other archaeological sites that were on the boundary
line, SME17330 and SME17332. A shapefile of the revised project boundary has been provided
to the BLM project lead and it should be used to flag the project area prior to project
implementation. No “islands” were created within the project area to avoid sites and there is no
need to identify the cultural sites to the equipment operator as they are now all well outside the
project area. This polygon is 408 acres and will easily accommodate any further reduction in the
project area without effect to cultural resources. No further work is required.

Stipulations also include:

Inadvertent Discovery: The NHPA, as amended, requires that if newly discovered historic or
archaeological materials or other cultural resources are identified during the Proposed Action
implementation, work in that area must stop and the BLM Authorized Officer (AO) must be
notified immediately. Within five working days the AO will determine the actions that will
likely have to be completed before the site can be used (assuming in place preservation is not
necessary) (36 CFR 800.13).

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) requires that if
inadvertent discovery of Native American Remains or Objects occurs, any activity must cease in
the area of discovery, a reasonable effort made to protect the item(s) discovered, and immediate
notice be made to the BLM Authorized Officer, as well as the appropriate Native American
group(s) (IV.C.2). Notice may be followed by a 30-day delay (NAGPRA Section 3(d)).

A standard Education/Discovery stipulation for cultural resource protection should be attached to
the Decision Record. The BLM project proponent is responsible for informing all persons who
are associated with the project operations that they will be subject to prosecution for knowingly
disturbing historic or archaeological sites, or for collecting artifacts.

Strict adherence to the confidentiality of information concerning the nature and location of
archeological resources would be required of the BLM project proponent and all of their
subcontractors (Archaeological Resource Protection Act, 16 U.S.C. 470hh).

Native American Religious Concerns: General annual projcct consultation has been conducted
with tribes who traditionally used the GJFO area, the Southern Ute Indian Tribe, Ute Mountain
Ute Tribe, and Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation. Concerns identified
included eradication of sage, impacts to medicinal plants, and general modern intervention in the
natural processes. The project is designed to enhance sage habitat and no species of medicinal
plants that would be adversely affected by the project were identified. The Ute have a
generalized concept of spiritual significance that is not easily transferred to Western models or
definitions. As such the BLM recognizes that they have identified sites that are of concern
because of their association with Ute occupation of the area as part of their traditional lands. No
traditional cultural properties, natural resources, or properties of a type previously identified as
being of interest to local tribes, were found during the cultural resources inventory of the project
area or identified by consultation. There is no other known evidence that suggests that the
project area holds special significance for Native Americans.



Special status Species:

The proposed action is expected to improve habitat conditions for the Gunnison sage grouse and
Brewers sparrow (both BLM sensitive species) in the long term though the area will have
reduced cover for the Gunnison Sage Grouse and Brewers sparrow for the first few years
following treatment. No Threatened, Endangered or Special Status plants are known to be
present in the proposed project area. The proposed project is not anticipated to have any effect
on any known rare plant species, as none are known to inhabit the action area.

Hydrology/Water quality:

Affected Environment: The proposed project area is located in water quality stream segments
13a of the Lower Colorado River Basin. Stream Segment 13a of the Lower Colorado River
Basin is defined as “all tributaries to the Colorado River including wetlands, from a point
immediately below the confluence or Roan Creek to the Colorado-Utah border except for the
specific listings in Segments 13b through 19”. The primary drainage within stream segment 13a
affected by the proposed action is Spring Canyon which is perennial in nature and supports a
vigorous riparian community. Spring Canyon is a tributary to the Little Dolores River. The
Little Dolores River is a northwesterly flowing perennial tributary to the Colorado River in Utah.

A review of the Grand Junction Field Office spring database indicates 2 springs adjacent to the
proposed access route along Spring Canyon. Brouse Spring is located in the NW Y4 of section 21
and appears to be the product of a flowing artesian well. Water discharges through a corroded
section of pipe to the surface supporting a small wetland on either side of the road. An existing
metal pipe lies horizontally across the road providing limited drainage. Spring Creek #3 is also
located adjacent to the proposed access route (SW %, NE % Section 21). Spring Creek #3 does
not discharge water across the road however, this location is at the base of a steep climb to the
top of Pifion Mesa and has minimal buffer from the road.

Environmental Consequences: Surface disturbance will be in upland areas away from drainages
and is not anticipated to directly impact surface water quality. Indirect impacts could occur with
transportation to and from the project site. The proposed access up Spring Canyon closely
follows the perennial system and crosses one small wetland created by Brouse Spring. Spills or
leaks of fuel, engine lubricant or coolants en route to the project area could directly contact
surface water in Spring Canyon. However, mitigation outlined in the statement of work is
sufficient to mitigate potential problems. Walking a tracked dozer up the road will likely flatten
the existing metal pipe (culvert) at Brouse Spring and may limit road drainage at this point.

Mitigation: Same as in the Glade Park Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Scattered Parcels- CO-
130-2005-045-EA.

The operator will be responsible for repairing any road damage caused as a result of the proposed
action. Equipment will not be parked or staged for any length within 200 feet of time Brouse
Spring, Spring Creek #3, or Spring Creek. Water utilized for roller chopping will be obtained
from storage reservoirs/ponds on Pifion Mesa and not from Spring Canyon or springs sources
discharging to Spring Canyon.



COMPLIANCE PLAN (optional):

NAME OF PREPARER: Heidi Plank

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR: Collin Ewing
DATE: ~
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CONCLUSION

DOI-BLM-CO-2010-0085-DNA

Based on the review documented above, I conclude that this proposal with the mitigation
measures outlined in Appendix B conforms to the land use plan and that the NEPA
documentation previously prepared fully covers the Proposed Action and constitutes BLM’s
compliance with the requirements of NEPA.

«
SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL: /MAAM M

~ GRAND JUNCTION, Field Manager

DATE SIGNED: 6( / D3 //O

Note: The signed Conclusion on this worksheet is part of an interim step in the BLM’s internal decision process and
does not constitute an appealable decision.
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Appendix A
Statement of Work for Piion Mesa Gunnison Sage Grouse Habitat project

C.1.0 GENERAL:

C.1.1 Purpose: The BLM Grand Junction Field Office (GJFO) is seeking to improve
Gunnison Sage Grouse Habitat in the Pifion Mesa area of Glade Park. The objective is to
improve habitat by reducing the pifion-juniper tree cover, thinning the sagebrush cover and
increasing the diversity and cover of grass and forb plant species through the seeding activity
included in the project. The project area consists of approximately 300 acres at 7,500 feet

elevation. This project is being coordinated with the Colorado Division of Wildlife and grazing
permittee.

C.1.2 Description of Work:

Habitat Improvement Treatment: The project consists of removing Pifion/juniper trees
encroaching on sagebrush parks with the objective of opening up areas that were historically
sage parks. The project area is on a gently north sloping mesa surrounded by deep canyons.
Specific objectives identified under C.10 below will also be communicated during the on-site
pre-work meeting or during subsequent project inspections by the Government’s Project
Inspector (PI) or Contracting Officer Representative (COR).

Notice to Proceed will be issued in September and work on this project will be completed no
later than 90 calendar days thereafter. Consideration will be given to delays caused by bad
weather or wet road conditions.

C.1.3. Project access The project is the Spring Creek area near the Colorado/Utah border on
Glade Park which is approximately 30 miles southwest of Grand Junction and is 19 miles
southwest of the Glade Park store. From Grand Junction contractors will use Little Park Road
(also known as CS Road to bypass the Colorado National Monument), approximately 16 miles to
DS Road (County) then west on DS Road approximately 18 miles to the Colorado/Utah border,
left on a Utah County Road one mile to the Spring Creek road then 8 miles up the east branch of
Spring Creek road to project site.

C.1.4 Environmental Considerations: The majority of the targeted area is gently sloped with
deep soils and scattered rock. The surrounding area is canyons and canyon rims which have a
much higher concentration of rocks. Rocky areas within the project perimeter will not be
flagged and it is the contractor’s responsibility to see that equipment avoids traveling across
these areas both to avoid damage to equipment and to avoid shallow soils.

C.1.5 Work Limits: The Pifion Mesa project consists of one irregular shaped unit comprising
about 300 acres. The BLM will define on the ground with flagging the perimeter of the project
area to be treated. Any areas within the project perimeter that may need to be excluded from
treatment will be flagged with a striped color flagging. The project outlines will also be
provided to the Contractor on a project map and electronically for GPS if desired. Bounda}'y
markings for sensitive areas will be communicated to the contractor by the COR or PI who will




also provide on-site direction to the contractor as needed. Total avoidance of these areas is
required and is the Contractor’s responsibility.

C.1.6. Moving to and from the project area will be limited to dry conditions to reduce damage to
roads.

C.1.7 A pre-bid inspection tour will be held on Wednesday, July 28, 2010 for all bidders.
Meet at the BLM Grand Junction Field Office, 2815 H Road, Grand Junction
Colorado at 9am.

C.2.0 SCHEDULING: This is a single schedule contract.
C.3.0 CONTRACTOR-FURNISHED ITEMS:

C.3.1 The contractor will provide a D-8 or equivalent bulldozer with fully qualified operator, a broadcast
seeder mounted to the back of the bulldozer, and a roller chopper. Equipment must meet the
following specifications.

1. Roller Chopper:
a. Cutting Width: 8 -12 ft.
b. Drum Diameter: Five to six feet.
c. Water Holding Capacity: 1000 gallons or greater.
d. Total Weight: 10 Tons or greater.
e. Cutting blades need to have an edge that sufficiently cuts trees up to 8” diameter.

2. Bulldozer: Nccessary bulldozer, with sufficient horsepower to operate the roller chopper,
with fully qualified operator. The bulldozer shall be equipped with a blade for equipment
protection and to knock down vegetation ahead of the machine and necessary standard
earthmoving equipment hitch.

3. Broadcast Seeder: The contractor will provide a broadcast seeder with a 1.5 to 2 bushel
minimum capacity and 1s responsible for mounting the seeder to the back of the bulldozer or
tongue of the drum (so seed is distributed in front of the drum) and distributing the seed on all
parcels at the rate instructed at the pre-work meeting or during subsequent inspections by the
COR/PL

4.  Water for Roller chopper: The contractor will haul water to fill the roller chopper and is
required to keep the roller chopper full of water throughout project. The COR/PI may require
temporary shut-down if insufficient weight is causing incomplete tree crushing, until adequate
weight is re-established.

C.40 GOVERNMENT-FURNISHED ITEMS:

C4.1 The BLM will provide seed and an enclosed trailer if available to protect seed from
weather and rodents. Contractor is responsible for picking up seed from the BLM ware yard.



C.4.2 The BLM will GPS and flag the outer perimeter of the project area with plastic surveyors
flagging. Areas within the project perimeter which are to be excluded from treatment will be
flagged with a stripped contrasting color flagging. The BLM will provide maps and descriptions
of the area and will go with the operator around the boundary.

C.4.3 The BLM will notify adjacent land owners of the project start dates. The PI will
coordinate this communication.

C.4.4 The BLM will provide representatives from the BLM Grand Junction Field Office to act
as liaison between the contractor and the BLM Contracting Officer to implement the project and
to ensure that the resource objectives of the project are met.

COR: Jim Dollerschell, Office: (970)244-3016, cell: (970)640-3941.

PI:  Heidi Plank, Office: (970)244-3012.

C.4.5 The BLM will provide treatment measurement: The determination of the acreage of
completed work will be made by using the Global Positioning System (GPS). Area
measurements required under this Contract will be measured on a horizontal plane. Roller
chopping of trees and brush will be measured and paid for by the number of acres roller chopped
to the nearest whole acre. Work performed according to the specifications and C.9.0 will be
considered acceptable for payment purposes.

C.4.6 The BLM will provide re-measurement of the acreage under this Contract upon the written
request of the Contractor. The request for re-measurement must be made in writing within 10
calendar days after completion of the work. If re-measurement indicates a difference of not more
than 5 percent from the original measurement, the Contractor shall pay the actual cost of the re-
measurement. Payments will be based on the second measurement where the difference between
measurements is more than 5 percent. Where the difference is less than 5 percent the results of
the first measurement will be used.

C.4.7 The BLM will provide weekly on-site inspections by the PI and/or COR. The Contractor
is encouraged to observe inspections while they are being made and have a supervisor on site to
confer with the PI and/or COR. If an onsite visit has not occurred during the period, the
contractor is required to report status of work each week, or when any special situations or
problems are encountered. These reports may be made by telephone to the PI or COR.

C.5.0 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING:

C.5.1 The contractor will provide transportation for equipment, operator, fuel, and water to gnd
from the site. The Contractor shall be responsible for providing the necessary mate'rlal haqdlmg
equipment to on-load and off-load materials and the appropriate security when equipment is left
on site.

C.6.0 TRANSPORTATION OF EQUIPMENT:



C.6.1  The Contractor will be responsible for transporting all equipment to and from the site.

C.7.0 LUBRICATING AND SERVICING OF EQUIPMENT:

C.7.1 The Contractor shall be responsible for all service to all of their equipment, including but
not limited to, the bulldozer, roller chopper, broadcast seeder, and support vehicles. The
Contractor shall keep all equipment in proper functioning condition to ensure objectives of the
project are met. Servicing must comply with Hazardous Materials stipulations below.

C.8.0 REPAIRS TO EQUIPMENT:

C.8.1  The Contractor shall be responsible for repair of all equipment, including but not limited
to, bulldozer, roller chopper, broadcast seeder, and support vehicles. The Contractor shall keep
the equipment in proper functioning condition to ensure objectives of the project are met. The
Contractor shall be equipped to make necessary field repairs to equipment.

C8.2 Use of welding equipment may be limited by fire restrictions. It is the Contractors
responsibility to keep current on any restrictions.

C.9.0 SPECIFIC TASKS:

C.9.1 Surface Conditions: Roller chopping shall not be done when soil surface conditions are
muddy. Rutting shall not exceed 4 inches. When such conditions are encountered, the
Contractor shall stop work and notify the Contracting Officer. The Contracting Officer will
determine the best course of action based on comments from the contractor and COR/PIL.

C9.2 Protection: The Contractor is required to protect section corners, bench marks, and
other markers and stakes from damage or removal. In case of destruction or removal by the
Contractor, they will be replaced by the Government and the actual cost for replacement will be
deducted from payments due the Contractor. Any monuments that need to be preserved will be
flagged and their location communicated in a pre-work on-site meeting.

C.93 Noxious Weeds: Vehicles and heavy equipment are one of the primary agents for the
spread of noxious weed seed to public lands. In efforts to mitigate the spread of weed seed to
BLM lands the following actions are required for contractors prior to transport to a BLM project
area. The Contractor will be responsible for power-washing or comparable cleaning, to ensure
that noxious weed seeds are removed from any and all equipment and vehicles used on the
project prior to entering the project area. BLM may require a pre-implementation inspection to
ensure compliance which would be arranged to occur in Grand Junction when the contractor is
planning transport to the project area. The Contractor is responsible for any additional transport
or expenses associated with non-compliance.

Support vehicles (pickups, fuel/service vehicles, transports, dump trucks, etc.)




e Pressure wash radiator to flush seeds.

¢ Pressure wash undercarriage to remove accumulations of mud and soil that may contain
seeds.

Heavy Equipment (dozers, road graders, excavators, backhoes, loaders, etc.)
Pressure wash radiator(s) to flush seeds.

Pressure wash tracks to remove accumulations of soil.

Pressure wash all areas of soil/debris accumulations (i.e. steps).
Pressure wash blades and buckets where soil/mud is accumulated.
Empty pre-cleaners (air intake) before transport.

C.9.4 Hazardous Materials:

Use of Hazardous Materials and/or petroleum products requires that all appropriate State and
Federal Regulations be complied with including, but not limited to, Material Safety Data Sheets
(MSDS) on hand and use of necessary Personal Protective Clothing (PPE). On-site disposal of
Hazardous Materials or Waste including hydrocarbons is not authorized. The Contractor will be
responsible to prevent introduction of hazardous materials into the environment during the
implementation of the proposed action. Any on-site disposal or release of two gallons or more in
the form of spilled fuel, hydraulic fluid, or oil used by the machinery and the resulting
contaminated soil will subject the contractor to at least the cost of reclamation and the
appropriate disposal of contaminated soil. Fueling and maintenance activities should not take
place in or adjacent to any drainage (perennial or ephemeral.)

a. All product containers, cans, and debris should be removed from the site and
disposed of properly.

b. Incidental leaks from fittings, gaskets, or ruptured hoses will not subject the
contractor to remedial requirements.

c. Fueling equipment and maintenance/repair locations and equipment will be
inspected and approved prior to contract startup by the owner/operator and the
Government’s PI/COR. Inspections will include checking for evidence of oil/fuel
leaks at all piping, oil/fucl lines, hydraulic lines and seals, fuel tanks and other
potential sources of leaks. All evidence of leaks will be investigated and
immediately repaired prior to equipment operation on the job and continual leaks
will be noted on inspection reports and corrected through required maintenance.

d. All non-manual fueling equipment will have an automatic shut-off switch installed
to avoid fuel releases.

e. Fuel tanks greater than 200 gallons may only be used within a spill containment pit.
The spill containment pit shall be constructed at a site designated by the PIVCOR,
with an impermeable liner capable of containing a released volume of one and one-
half times the tank volume.

C.9.5 Fire Prevention and Fire Safety Provisions: The government may require the contractor
to curtail or cease operations should wildland fire danger approach critical levels. The contraqtor
will be given 24 hours notice in the form of a suspend work order issued by the Contracting
Officer.

Ignition of a wildland fire that threatens the project area may require the Contractor to proceed
with an emergency evacuation of the project area.



A 10 1b ABC fire extinguisher and shovel or equivalent tool will be available on the operating
equipment for fire prevention and control.

C.10.0 ROLLER CHOPPING OPERATIONS:

C.10.1 General: Roller chopping shall be performed within the project area as marked by the
Government and inspected by the COR or PI. This will include instructions on the rate and
location for seed application. The appropriate amount of water shall be kept in the roller chopper
to sufficiently chop the target species. The dozer blade shall be maintained at approximately | to
3 ft above the ground to aid in knocking over vegetation in front of the drum. Insufficient
crushing may require some work areas to be treated more than once to meet objectives. Crushed
slash should be less than 2 feet above ground level.

C.10.2 ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:

The following guidelines for roller chopping are a required mitigation measure incorporated in
the decision record authorizing this project and will be communicated to the owner/operator
during the on-site pre-work meeting:

Operate equipment and vehicles only when soil conditions are dry enough to minimize impacts
to soil and watershed resources.

e Equipment must be power-washed or comparable cleaning, to ensure than noxious weed
seeds are removed from any and all equipment and vehicles used on the project prior to
entering the project area. BLM may require a pre-work inspection to ensure compliance.

¢ Avoid the introduction of hazardous materials into the environment by preventing on-site
fuel or oil release. Fueling and maintenance activities should not take place in or
adjacent to any drainage, all product containers must be removed from the project area
and disposed of properly. Operations and storage arcas will be in accordance with F.A R.
52.236-10 which includes but is not limited to inspection of equipment for leaks,
measures to avoid fuel releases and spill containment pits for tanks greater than 200
gallons which are reclaimed and re-contoured upon job completion, and failure to contain
requires immediate reporting, documentation and cleanup in accordance with State and
Federal Law and Policy.

o Inorder to create an open sagebrush park the majority (90-95%) of pifion and juniper
trees will be treated.

e A few large trees may remain (5-10%).

e QOakbrush with a trunk diameter of more than 5 inches should remain standing otherwise
all other oakbrush is treated.

e Avoid rocky areas to prevent damage to equipment. In addition, rocky areas generally
have shallower soils thus less potential for herbaceous cover.

e Provide buffer zones along cliff edges and roads as defined by the COR/PI

e Avoid straight lines

o Seeding rate will be between 6 and 12 pounds per acre depending on seed prices and
availability.



e  Work will not occur between May 15 and July 15 to protect migratory birds and their
nests.



Appendix B

Mitigation Measures

The operator will be responsible for repairing any road damage caused as a result of the
proposed action.

Equipment will not be parked or staged for any length within 200 feet of time Brouse
Spring, Spring Creek #3, or Spring Creek.

Water utilized for roller chopping will be obtained from storage reservoirs/ponds on
Pifion Mesa and not from Spring Canyon or springs sources discharging to Spring
Canyon.

Work will not occur between May 15 and July 15 to protect migratory birds and their
nests.

Operate equipment and vehicles only when soil conditions are dry enough to minimize
impacts to soil and watershed resources.

Equipment must be power-washed or comparable cleaning, to ensure than noxious weed
seeds are removed from any and all equipment and vehicles used on the project prior to
entering the project area. BLM may require a pre-work inspection to ensure compliance.
Avoid the introduction of hazardous materials into the environment by preventing on-site
fuel or oil release. Fueling and maintenance activities should not take place in or
adjacent to any drainage, all product containers must be removed from the project arca
52.236-10 which includes but is not limited to inspection of equipment for leaks,
measures to avoid fuel releases and spill containment pits for tanks greater than 200
gallons which are reclaimed and re-contoured upon job completion, and failure to contain
requires immediate reporting, documentation and cleanup in accordance with State and
Federal Law and Policy.

A 50% reduction in sagebrush is desired. In the event a higher percentage is being
removed with one pass the Dixie Harrow may be modified by removing some of the pipe
sections.

Small leave islands will be involved and defined by COR or PI.

A few large trees may remain.

Avoid rocky areas to prevent damage to equipment. In addition, rocky areas generally
have shallower soils thus less potential for herbaceous cover.

Avoid straight lines

Seeding rate will be between 6 and 12 pounds per acre depending on seed prices and
availability.



