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DOCUMENTATION OF LAND USE PLAN
CONFORMANCE AND NEPA ADEQUACY


NUMBER:  DOI-BLM-CO-130-2014-0028-DNA 

CASEFILE/PROJECT NUMBER (optional):  see Table 1. 

Table 1 – Represents allotments and corresponding operators and authorization numbers.
	Allotment Name and Number
	Operator (Permittee)
	Grazing Permit Number

	Cook Canyon (06159)
	Dennis Carnes (La Grow Lease)
	0507126

	Hall (06162)
Carns Point (06149)
	Dennis Carnes
	0507014

	Mabie (06160)
	Denis P. Campbell
	0507141

	Coates Creek (06161)
	Sal and Brandi Dimercurio
	0507147

	Woods (06124)
	Colleen Hawks
	0500207

	Nelson (06428)
	Bryce Casto (Palm Spring Lease)
	0502908




PROJECT NAME:  Combined Grazing Permit Renewal for Glade Park Allotments  

PLANNING UNIT:  Glade Park, CO   

APPLICANT:  Grazing Permittees 

ISSUES AND CONCERNS:  
All allotments are located within either occupied or potential Gunnison Sage-Grouse habitat.  The BLM is currently working on a range wide plan for the species, and mitigation or minimization measures resulting from this plan would be incorporated into the permit when this plan is complete.  No other issues or concerns were brought forward. 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION:
See Maps below
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PURPOSE AND NEED:
The purpose of this action is to allow for continued grazing on public land through renewal of qualified applicants’ grazing permit preference for the Cook Canyon (06159), Hall (06162), Carns Point (06149), Mabie (06160), Coates Creek (06161), Woods (06124) and Nelson (06428) allotments in a responsible manner that is compatible with other resource uses and objectives. 
The need for the action is established by the BLMs responsibility under the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA) and the Taylor Grazing Act, to respond to an applicant’s request for a grazing authorization on public land.  The proposed action would provide the opportunity for the continuation of livestock grazing through the issuance of a grazing permit for the permittee on mentioned allotments.  In order to graze livestock on public land, the livestock permittee must hold a valid grazing permit.  The need for this action is to ensure that grazing is authorized by a valid grazing permit and is compatible with Standards for Public Land Health, other resource uses and objectives, and in compliance with grazing regulations under 43 CFR §4110.1(a)(1).


DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION   
The proposed action is to approve the all permittees grazing applications for grazing permit renewal on the Cook Canyon (06159), Halls (06162), Carns Point (06149), Mabie (06160), Coates Creek (06161), Woods (06124), and Nelson (06428) allotments with corresponding grazing permit numbers located in Table 1.  New permits would be issued to the permittees on mentioned allotments for a period of ten years.  The new permits would authorize the same grazing use as the previous permits and no changes in grazing schedules are proposed in this DNA.  The term of the new ten year Grazing Permits would be from October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2024.  Proposed grazing schedules for all allotments are illustrated in Tables 2 – Table 7.


Table 2 - The current grazing schedule for Cook Canyon allotment (06159):
	Allotment 
	Category
	Livestock #/Kind
	Grazing Period
	%PL
	Type Use
	AUMs

	
	
	
	On
	Off
	
	
	

	Cook Canyon
	Custodial
	2 Cattle
	04/01
	12/31
	100
	A
	18


%PL is the percentage of BLM lands used for grazing within the allotment.
AUM-The amount of forage necessary for the sustenance of one cow/calf pair or its equivalent for a period of one month.

Allotment Summary:
	Allotment
	Federal Acres
	AUMS

	
	
	Active
	Suspended 
	Total

	Cooks Canyon 
	129
	18
	0
	18









Table 3 - The current grazing schedule for Hall (06162) and Carns Point (06149) allotments: 
	Allotment 
	Category
	Livestock #/Kind
	Grazing Period
	%PL
	Type Use
	AUMs

	
	
	
	On
	Off
	
	
	

	Hall


Carns Point
	Custodial 


Custodial
	15 Cattle


21 Cattle
21 Cattle
	05/01


06/01
10/15
	06/19


06/07
10/21
	62


100
100
	A


A
A
	15


5
5


%PL is the percentage of BLM lands used for grazing within the allotment.
AUM-The amount of forage necessary for the sustenance of one cow/calf pair or its equivalent for a period of one month.

Allotment Summary:
	Allotment
	Federal Acres
	AUMS

	
	
	Active
	Suspended 
	Total

	Hall 
	       117
	15
	0
	15

	Carns Point
	54
	10
	0
	10




Table 4 - The current grazing schedule for Mabie allotment (06160):
	Allotment 
	Category
	Livestock #/Kind
	Grazing Period
	%PL
	Type Use
	AUMs

	
	
	
	On
	Off
	
	
	

	Mabie
	Custodial
	2 Cattle
	06/01
	10/31
	100
	A
	10


%PL is the percentage of BLM lands used for grazing within the allotment.
AUM-The amount of forage necessary for the sustenance of one cow/calf pair or its equivalent for a period of one month.

Allotment Summary:
	Allotment
	Federal Acres
	AUMS

	
	
	Active
	Suspended 
	Total

	Mabie (06160)
	65
	10
	0
	10




Table 5 - The current grazing schedule for Coates Creek allotment (06161):
	Allotment 
	Category
	Livestock #/Kind
	Grazing Period
	%PL
	Type Use
	AUMs

	
	
	
	On
	Off
	
	
	

	Coates Creek
	Custodial
	6 Horses 
	04/23
	08/23
	100
	A
	24


%PL is the percentage of BLM lands used for grazing within the allotment.
AUM-The amount of forage necessary for the sustenance of one cow/calf pair or its equivalent for a period of one month.

Allotment Summary:
	Allotment
	Federal Acres
	AUMS

	
	
	Active
	Suspended 
	Total

	Coates Creek 
	376
	24
	0
	24






Table 6 - The current grazing schedule for Woods allotment (06124):
	Allotment 
	Category
	Livestock #/Kind
	Grazing Period
	%PL
	Type Use
	AUMs

	
	
	
	On
	Off
	
	
	

	Woods 
	Custodial 
	147 Cattle
900 Sheep
	07/01
07/01
	10/20
07/19
	20
20
	A
A
	108
12


%PL is the percentage of BLM lands used for grazing within the allotment.
AUM-The amount of forage necessary for the sustenance of one cow/calf pair or its equivalent for a period of one month.

Allotment Summary:
	Allotment
	Federal Acres
	AUMS

	
	
	Active
	Suspended 
	Total

	Woods (06124) 
	409
	120
	0
	120




Table 7 - The current grazing schedule for Nelson allotment (06428):
	Allotment 
	Category
	Livestock #/Kind
	Grazing Period
	%PL
	Type Use
	AUMs

	
	
	
	On
	Off
	
	
	

	Nelson
	Custodial
	80 Cattle
50 Cattle
40 Cattle
80 Cattle
35 Cattle
	04/25
05/26
10/01
10/20
12/21
	05/25
07/01
10/19
12/20
01/05
	50
50
50
50
50
	A
A
A
A
A
	41
30
12
82
9


%PL is the percentage of BLM lands used for grazing within the allotment.
AUM-The amount of forage necessary for the sustenance of one cow/calf pair or its equivalent for a period of one month.

Allotment Summary:
	Allotment
	Federal Acres
	AUMS

	
	
	Active
	Suspended 
	Total

	Nelson (06428)
	2382
	174
	49
	224





Terms and Conditions on the Grazing Permit:	

1. Use supervision checks by BLM staff will be conducted to assure grazing compliance.  The Grand Junction Field Office will use utilization checks, collect trend data including habitat assessment framework data, and evaluate allotments whenever necessary. Evaluation of monitoring will be used to make appropriate changes to grazing management in order to protect land health and Gunnison sage-grouse habitat conditions.

2. Salting and mineral blocks will be placed at least one quarter (1/4) mile or further from water sources and riparian areas.  Less than one quarter mile may be allowed if terrain does not allow for one quarter mile distance and approved by the BLM Authorized Officer (AO).

3. Water source areas will be monitored by the permittee and BLM for infestation of noxious weeds.  The permittee and BLM will coordinate to treat and eradicate any weed infestations should they occur.

4. Upon approval by the AO, the permittee will have the option to apply for more cattle over a shorter time period as long as AUMs are not exceeded in a grazing season and use is within the season of use. 

5. All new range improvement projects will be constructed and maintained in accordance with BLM standards.
· Example - wildlife escape ramps are required in water troughs under BLM standards.

6. Maintenance of all structural rangeland improvements (RI) and other projects are the responsibility of the permittee to which they have been assigned.  Maintenance would be in accordance with cooperative agreements and/or range improvement permits (43 CFR 4120.3-1).  Failure to maintain assigned projects in a satisfactory/functional condition may result in withholding authorization to graze livestock until maintenance is completed.  Construction of new RI on BLM administered lands is prohibited without approval from the authorized officer.

a. The BLM authorized officer will be contacted prior to any range project maintenance activity. An example includes but not limited to cleaning of ponds with heavy equipment, which would involve soil surface disturbance.  

7. Permittees or leasees shall provide reasonable access across private and leased lands to the Bureau of Land Management for the orderly management and protection of the public lands related to grazing administration.  

8. This permit is subject to change if results from a land a health assessment conclude that the Standards for Rangeland Health are not being met and livestock grazing is determined to be the cause.

9. It is the responsibility of the permittee to inform all persons associated with work on federal lands subject to the permit that would be subject to prosecution for knowingly disturbing historic or archaeological sites, or for collecting artifacts. 

10. Surface disturbing range improvements associated with the allotment (e.g., fences, ponds) are subject to compliance requirements under Section 106 and will undergo standard cultural resources inventory and evaluation procedures.

11. If newly discovered cultural resources are identified during project implementation, work in that area should stop and the BLM Authorized Officer should be notified immediately (36 CFR 800.13).

12. Grazing will be deferred on new vegetation treatments and rehabilitated burned areas to allow two growing seasons of rest unless otherwise authorized.  Coordination and cooperation will occur with the permittee prior to any treatment. 

13. Notify the Authorized Officer (AO) by telephone and with written confirmation, immediately upon discovery of human remains, funerary items, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony. Activities would stop in the immediate area of the find, and the discovery would be protected for 30 days or until notified to proceed in writing by the AO.  

14. During dry and drought conditions adjustments will be made that involve reduction of AUMs or non-use as stated under Code of Federal Regulations 4110.3-2 “Decreasing permitted use (a) Permitted use may be suspended in whole or in part on a temporary basis due to drought, fire, …”, and 4110.3-3 “Implementing reductions in permitted use”  (a) After consultation, cooperation, and coordination with the affected permittee or lessee,…, reductions of permitted use shall be implemented through a documented agreement or by decision of the authorized officer. (b) When the authorized officer determines that the soil, vegetation, or other resources on the public lands require immediate protection because of conditions such as drought, fire, …., the authorized officer shall close allotments or portions of allotments to grazing by any kind of livestock or modify authorized grazing use notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section.”



LAND USE PLAN (LUP) CONFORMANCE REVIEW:  The proposed action is subject to the following plan:  

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW:  The Proposed Action is subject to and has been reviewed for conformance with (43 CFR 1610.5, BLM 1617.3) the following plan:  

	Name of Plan: GRAND JUNCTION Resource Management Plan

	Date Approved:  January 1987

	Decision Number/Page:  2-17

Decision Language:  Manage livestock grazing as described in the Grand Junction Grazing Management Environmental Statement using the new priorities and general management categories established through the allotment categorization process and this plan.

REVIEW OF EXISTING NEPA DOCUMENTS:  

Cook Canyon (06159):
Name of Document: Dennis Carnes (La Grow Lease) Grazing Permit   (CO-130-2007-050-EA)  

Date Approved: 10/10/2007 

Hall (06162) and Carns Point (06149):
Name of Document: Carns Point and Hall Allotment Renewal for Grazing Permit #0507014  
(CO-GJFO-03-34-EA)

Date Approved:  7/18/2003

Mabie (06160):
Name of Document: Issue term grazing permit on Mabie Allotment (06160)
CO-GJFO-01-58-EA

Date Approved:  7/30/2001

Coates Creek (06161):
Name of Document: Coates Creek Allotment Renewal for Grazing Permit #0507147
(CO-GJFO-03-37-EA)
  
Date Approved:  7/18/2003

Woods (06124):
Name of Document: Issue term grazing permit on Lower Bench #16125, Upper Bench #16123, Battleship #06167, 28 Hole #06126 and Woods #06124 allotments.  (CO-GJFO-02-68-EA)
   
Date Approved:  8/27/02

Nelson (06428):
Name of Document:  Nelson allotment renewal for grazing permit # 0500094
 CO-GJFO-03-35-EA

Date Approved:  7/18/03

	
NEPA ADEQUACY CRITERIA:  

1. Is the Proposed Action substantially the same action and at the site specifically analyzed in an existing document?    
The Permits to be issued have exactly the same grazing schedules and permit requirements as analyzed in the existing NEPA documents. There are additional Terms and Conditions in order to protect various resources; however they do not change original proposed actions. 

2. Was a reasonable range of alternatives to the Proposed Action analyzed in the existing NEPA document(s), and does that range and analysis appropriately consider current environmental concerns, interests, and resource values?  
Yes, an appropriate range of alternatives that met the purpose and need of the proposal were analyzed. A No Livestock Grazing alternative was considered but was eliminated from detailed analysis because it did not meet the purpose and need for the action to allow grazing on public lands in a responsible manner that is compatible with Standards for Public Land Health.

3. Does the information or circumstances upon which the existing NEPA document(s) are based remain valid and connected to the Proposed Action?    
The information is valid and connected to the proposed action.  Livestock grazing on all of the all allotments proposed for renewal in this DNA were originally analyzed in Environmental Assessments. The existing NEPA documents are cited within the Review of Existing NEPA Documents section of this document. 

4. Is the analysis still valid in light of new studies or resource assessment information?  The most recent monitoring information from the last five years combined with the assessment of resource conditions found that all allotments are meeting land health standards, and that no new information has come forward. 

5. Does the methodology and analytical approach used in the existing NEPA document(s) continue to be appropriate for the Proposed Action?  
Yes, the methodology and analytical approach used in the existing NEPA document is appropriate for the Proposed Action. The Proposed Action is very similar to those analyzed in the existing NEPA documents.

6. Are the direct and indirect impacts of the Proposed Action unchanged from those identified in the existing NEPA document?   
Yes, the direct and indirect impacts are unchanged from the existing NEPA documents.  The current Proposed Action maintains the same grazing schedules and permit terms and conditions.

7. Are the cumulative impacts that would result from implementation of the Proposed Action unchanged from those analyzed in the existing NEPA document(s)?  
The cumulative impacts remain unchanged.  The existing NEPA documents did not find any substantial cumulative impacts.

8. Is the public involvement and interagency review associated with the existing NEPA document(s) adequate for the Proposed Action?  
Public involvement was completed through notification of the proposals on the BLM Grand Junction NEPA Register webpage.  The public involvement process for the existing NEPA documents is adequate for the Proposed Action.




INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW:  Identify those team members conducting or participating in the NEPA analysis and preparation of this work sheet (by name and title).

	Name				Title					Review Completed	
Heidi Plank			Wildlife Biologist/Special Status	8/15/14	
				 	Plant and Animal Species					
            Anna Lincoln             		Ecologist/Special Status                      7/24/14
		            	Species                                             
Alissa Leavitt-Reynolds	Archaeologist					

Nate Dieterich			Hydrologist				8/14/14

Sparky Taber			Weed Specialist			7/17/14

Christina Stark		Planning & Environmental Coord.	7/25/14

Alan Kraus			Hazardous Materials Coordinator	8/12/14

				


























Table 1– Potentially Impacted Resources
	Resources
	Not Present On Location
	No Impact
	Potentially Impacted
	Mitigation necessary 
	Impacts sufficiently Analyzed in Previous NEPA
	BLM Evaluator
Initial & Date

	PHYSICAL RESOURCES

	Air and Climate
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	ND 8/14/14

	Geological
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	JAM 8/5/14

	Mineral Resources
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	JAM 8/5/14

	Soils
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|X|
	ND 8/14/14

	Water (surface & subsurface, floodplains)
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|X|
	ND 8/14/14

	

	Invasive, Non-native Species
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|X|
	MT 7/17/14

	Sensitive Species
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	ARL 7/24/14

	Threatened or Endangered Species
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	HLP 8/15/14

	Vegetation, Forestry
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	JAM 6/6/14

	Wetlands/Riparian Zones
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|X|
	CS 7/25/14

	Wildlife
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	HLP 8/15/14

	

	Cultural or Historical
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	NFC 11/20/14

	Paleontological
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	JAM 8/5/14

	Tribal & American Indian Religious Concerns
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	NFC 11/20/14

	Visual Resources
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CPP 7/23/14

	Social
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CS 7/25/14

	Economic
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CS 7/25/14

	Environmental Justice
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CS 7/25/14

	Transportation and Access
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CPP 7/23/14

	Wastes, Hazardous or Solid
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|X|
	AEK 8/12/14

	

	Prime or Unique Farmlands
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	JAM 6/10/14

	Recreation
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CPP 7/23/14

	Special Designations (ACEC, SMAs etc.)
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CPP 7/23/14

	Wild and Scenic Rivers
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CPP 7/23/14

	Wilderness 
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	CPP 7/23/14

	Range Management
	|_|
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	JAM 6/10/14

	Wild Horse and Burros
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	JAM 6/10/14

	Land Tenure, ROW, Other Uses
	|_|
	|X|
	|_|
	|_|
	|_|
	RBL 8/7/14



NAME OF PREPARER:  Jacob Martin - RMS

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Christina Stark

DATE: 





REMARKS: 

Weeds : The supporting EAs for these allotments/permits were reviewed from a weed management standpoint. There are no significant changes or impacts to weed management direction from the original EAs.
/s/ Sparky Taber  7/17/14

T&E and Sensitive Species:  No rare plants are known to occur or have habitat in any of the seven grazing allotments that are proposed for renewal.  The Proposed Action is not anticipated to affect any known rare plant species.

All of these allotments, with the exception of the Woods allotment, overlap mapped potential habitat for the federally proposed Gunnison sage-grouse.  The grouse has been recorded by Colorado Parks and Wildlife on or immediately adjacent to the Nelson and Mabie allotments between 2010-2014. 

All seven allotments are meeting Land Health Standards, however approximately 57% of the Coates Creek grazing allotment is Meeting with Problems due to excessive amounts of cheatgrass, pinyon-juniper invasion, and decadent sagebrush with few perennial grasses.  A Habitat assessment framework point was completed on the Coates Creek allotment in 2012, at that time the area was considered potential habitat for the Gunnison sage grouse because of the low forb component.  Adjacent cliffs and pinion juniper were also noted in the assessment.  Grazing on these allotments is not believed to be precluding these areas from meeting habitat objectives for the Gunnison sage-grouse.  In addition the terms and conditions for the permits include considerations for Gunnison sage-grouse habitat.
/s/ Anna Lincoln 7/24/14
/s/ Heidi Plank 8/15/14

Cultural Resources: Range permit renewals are undertakings under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. For the purposes of Section 106 review, a cultural resource assessment of allotments in the GJFO began in 1999 and was completed in 2009, reviewing existing site and survey information to compare against the results of other known literature reviews conducted for grazing evaluation. A Class I assessment synthesizing ten years of permit renewal evaluations of 240 grazing allotments managed by GJFO was completed for the BLM by Grand River Institute (GJFO-CRIR 1109-09; Conner & Darnell 2009), which updated and upgraded the previous 5 year grazing permit renewal synthesis (McDonald 2003).

The Cook Canyon, Hall, Carns Point, Mabie, Coates Creek, and Woods allotments are located in Physiographic Unit B, on the Uncompahgre Plateau south of the Colorado River, west of the Gunnison River and north of Unaweep Canyon. The physiographic unit has been significantly modified from the 2003 synthesis, drawing the line between Unit B and Unit E at the public private land boundary from the East and West Creek Divide, north to Snyder Flats and Ladder Canyon to the Colorado Canyons Monument Boundary. By 2009 fifty-seven allotments had been previously evaluated in this unit with approximately 23,900 acres or 15.8 percent BLM land inventoried (Conner and Darnell 2009:41-43). Based on previous inventories the average site/acre ratio in this area is 1:50 with a site density as high as 1:1 and low as 1:118, variability factors include both environmental and number of previous surveys (Conner and Darnell 2009:54). The Moore allotment exceeds the typical percentage of survey, having 100% Class III survey to current standards however the results of that survey fell below the average site/acre ratio, being 1:83. This number may be misleading as one of the sites is a very large open camp with features and loci recorded in a 39 acre area. If this large site had been recorded by a “splitter” it would likely bring this allotment into the range of expected cultural resources for this elevation and exposure in this unit. This is one of the limitations of applying statistics to a data set that has subjective variability.

Cook Canyon (06159)
No new survey has been completed in the Cook Canyon allotment since the 2007 EA and no additional inventory was conducted for this renewal. The 2007 EA identified no known sites at risk within this allotment, and cattle use and/or impacts are negligible. No further inventory is recommended at this time in the allotment.

Hall (06162)
No new survey has been completed in the Hall allotment since the 2003 EA and no additional inventory was conducted for this renewal. The 2003 EA identified no known sites at risk within this allotment. All BLM land within this allotment that is less than 30-degree slope has been surveyed by GJFO CRIR 1001-03. No further inventory is recommended at this time in the allotment.

Carns Point (06149)
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Carns Point allotment is similar in environmental setting to the Hall allotment. No new survey has been completed in the Carns Point allotment since the 2003 EA and no additional inventory was conducted for this renewal. The 2003 EA identified no known sites at risk within this allotment and no further inventory is recommended at this time in the allotment.

Mabie (06160)
No new survey has been completed in the Mabie allotment since the 2001 EA and no additional inventory was conducted for this renewal. The 2001 EA identified no known sites at risk within this allotment, and cattle use and/or impacts are negligible. Twenty acres of survey is recommended for baseline information within this allotment during the course of this 10-year permit renewal, centered on the range improvement located in the SW ¼ of the SE ¼ of Township 13 South, Range 102 West, Section 26.

Coates Creek (06161)
No new survey has been completed in the Coates Creek allotment since the 2003 EA and no additional inventory was conducted for this renewal. The 2003 EA identified no known sites at risk within this allotment. This location along Coates Creek has potential for open camps on the slopes at the base of the cliff, however evidence of previous land treatment may have affected surface integrity of any open archaeological sites. No overhangs suitable for sheltered sites are along the cliff face. Range specialists managing this allotment have not identified areas of cattle congregation. No additional cultural inventory is recommended on this allotment at this time.

Woods (06124)
Since the 2002 EA for the Woods allotment, 276 acres (nearly all BLM land within the allotment) was surveyed by GJFO CRIR 17307-01. No cultural resources were located by this survey. No additional cultural inventory is recommended on this allotment at this time.

The Nelson allotment (06428) is in Physiographic Unit A, in Unaweep Canyon.  The physiographic unit has been slightly modified from the 2003 synthesis, drawing the line between Unit A and Unit E at the watershed divide of East and West Creek.  At the time of the assessment in 2009 thirty-eight allotments had been previously evaluated in this unit with approximately 10,550 acres or 5.5 percent BLM land inventoried.  The statistical results for this unit are likely skewed by physiographic differences between the perennial streams/river and the steep brushy slopes.  The average site/acre ratio in this area is 1:37 (Conner and Darnell 2009:41-43) but allotments in Sinbad Valley and the uplands and mesas on either side of the Dolores River have a high site per acre ratio and the slopes in Unaweep Canyon have a low site per acre ratio (Conner and Darnell 2009:55).   The findings in the file search and evaluation of these allotments in the current EA support this previous finding.

Upon recommendations made in the 2003 EA for the Nelson allotment, a Class III survey was conducted as part of the 2014 Grazing Permit Renewal assessments (BLM GJFO CRIR 1014-05).  The survey location was selected based on the only BLM-managed land within the allotment that was in an area with less than 30-degree slopes and was not within heavy vegetation. The 2003 EA recommended 50 acres of survey within this allotment, however, slope and vegetation constraints only allowed for an intensive survey of 40 acres. Ground visibility within this allotment ranged from 90% in more open areas of sage, pinyon, and juniper—of which there were few—to 10% in areas covered with a layer of duff, deadfall, and/or dry oak brush leaves. Cultural resources, both historic and prehistoric, were identified and are being written up as part of the 2014 field season work (Smithsonian numbers pending).  Most cultural resources located by this survey were historic in nature, likely related to mining and cattle ranching within this area. Prehistoric resources located within the allotment include three isolated finds of flakes and a metate fragment. It is possible that prehistoric cultural resources are masked by abundant ground cover of duff, deadfall, and/or dry leaves. No cattle impacts to cultural resources were noted, and very little cattle presence was evident overall within the survey area. No additional cultural inventory is recommended on this allotment at this time.

/s/ Natalie Clark, 11/20/14

Native American Religious Concerns:  The Ute have a generalized concept of spiritual significance that is not easily transferred to Western models or definitions.  As such the BLM recognizes that they have identified sites that are of concern because of their association with Ute occupation of the area as part of their traditional lands.  Any sites that the Ute occupied are important to them as a tie to their ancestral home but none are recorded in this allotment to date.   No consultation was conducted for this renewal.  If any sites are identified by further survey then additional consultation would be conducted.

/s/ Natalie Clark, 11/20/14


References:
Conner, Carl and Nicole Darnell. 2009. A Class I Synthesis of Two Hundred and Forty Grazing Permit Renewal Allotments Administered by the Bureau of Land Management Grand Junction Field Office in Delta, Garfield, Mesa, and Montrose Counties, Colorado Volume I: Literature Review and Synthesis and Volume II: Summary of Individual Grazing Allotments. BLM GJFO CRIR 1109-09. Ms. on file at GJFO.

McDonald, Kae, 2006. Cultural Resource Literature Review of Fifteen Grazing Allotments Administered by the Grand Junction Field Office Bureau of Land Management BLM GJFO CRIR 15406-03. Ms. on file at GJFO.
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CONCLUSION

DOI-BLM-CO-130-2014-0028-DNA

Combined Grazing Permit Renewal for Glade Park Allotments


___X__Based on the review documented above, I conclude that this proposal conforms to the land use plan and that the NEPA documentation previously prepared fully covers the Proposed Action and constitutes BLM’s compliance with the requirements of NEPA.

_____Based on the review documented above, I conclude that either the proposal does not conform with the land use plan, or that additional NEPA analysis is needed.

Note:  The signed Conclusion on this document is part of an interim step in the BLM’s internal decision process and does not constitute an appealable decision. However, the lease, permit, or other authorization based on this DNA is subject to protest or appeal under 43 CFR Part 4 and the program-specific regulations.
 
REVIEW OF EXISTING NEPA DOCUMENTS:  

Cook Canyon (06159):
Name of Document: Dennis Carnes (La Grow Lease) Grazing Permit   (CO-130-2007-050-EA)  

Date Approved: 10/10/2007 

Hall (06162) and Carns Point (06149):
Name of Document: Carns Point and Hall Allotment Renewal for Grazing Permit #0507014  
(CO-GJFO-03-34-EA)

Date Approved:  7/18/2003

Mabie (06160):
Name of Document: Issue term grazing permit on Mabie Allotment (06160)
CO-GJFO-01-58-EA

Date Approved:  7/30/2001

Coates Creek (06161):
Name of Document: Coates Creek Allotment Renewal for Grazing Permit #0507147
(CO-GJFO-03-37-EA)
  
Date Approved:  7/18/2003

Woods (06124):
Name of Document: Issue term grazing permit on Lower Bench #16125, Upper Bench #16123, Battleship #06167, 28 Hole #06126 and Woods #06124 allotments.  (CO-GJFO-02-68-EA)
   
Date Approved:  8/27/02

Nelson (06428):
Name of Document:  Nelson allotment renewal for grazing permit # 0500094
 CO-GJFO-03-35-EA

Date Approved:  7/18/03






SIGNATURE OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL:   _______________________________
							GRAND JUNCTION, Field Manager

DATE SIGNED:  
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Mabie Allotment 
Permit Renewal Map ¯
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Coates Creek


Coates Creek Allotment 
Permit Renewal Map ¯
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Nelson


Nelson Allotment 
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