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LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Affected Area:  

Sixth P.M., T. 7 S., R. 97 W., Sections 3, 4, and 9, Garfield County, Colorado 

Affected Federal Lands:  

Sixth P.M., T. 7 S., R. 97 W., Section 4, Tracks 77B, 77C, 79E, 79F, 79G, Garfield County , 

Colorado 

 

APPLICANT:  

OXY USA WTP LP 

760 Horizon Drive, Suite 101 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

OXY USA WTP LP (Oxy) is requesting two new authorizations for two separate but adjacent 

pipelines (one water line and one natural gas line), utilizing an existing approved right-of-way.  

The two requests are being considered jointly in this document.   

 

Oxy is requesting the use of an existing 8-inch high density polyethylene surface water line, 

approximately 1.65 miles in length, for an additional five years.  0.68 miles of the pipeline is 

located on federal lands (Figure 1).  The line was previously authorized by GJFO on November 

25
th

, 2008 (COC 73411), and then reauthorized on November 30
th

, 2010.  The existing 

authorization will expire without renewal option on December 31, 2012. The pipeline is used to 

transport produced water to and from two existing multi-well pads (Shell 797-03A and Shell 

797-03B).  Oxy proposes to use the water pipeline to service these two well pads in the same 

manner as previously for an additional five years (up to 2017). 

 

Oxy is also requesting a new authorization to allow placement of a temporary 6” natural gas steel 

pipeline, which would run parallel to the existing water line within the right-of-way.  The need 

for the additional pipeline is to account for the pressure differential that would be created 

between the new production that will come on line from the new Shell 797-03A well pad and the 

existing production from the Shell 797-03B well pad.  By utilizing the temporary surface 

pipeline to accommodate the increased pressures from the Shell 797-03A well pad, Oxy would 

allow production rates to naturally decline from both pads.  Within five years the pressure from 

both well pads could be accommodated by the existing subsurface natural gas pipeline, and the 

temporary surface line could be removed. 

 

The temporary surface lines are located within existing approved rights-of-way for two 

subsurface pipelines COC 75159 & COC 73319 (DOI-BLM-CO-130-2009-0005-EA).  At the 

end of the requested five-year grant, Oxy will remove all surface pipeline facilities and reseed 

the disturbed area. 

 

The proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion under Section 390, based on the 

qualifying criterion Number 4, “Placement of a pipeline in an approved right-of-way corridor, so 

long as the corridor was approved within five years prior to the date of the placement of the 

pipeline.” 
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DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED ACTION:    

The purpose of the action is to allow Oxy to perform operations associated with the access and 

extraction of leased mineral rights under the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920 (MLA) and the 

Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FPLMA).  The need is due to the BLM’s obligation 

under FLPMA to respond to Oxy’s requests for grant of transportation and utility systems and 

facilities on federal lands.  

 

Produced Water Pipeline: 

OXY USA WTP LP (Oxy) submitted an Application for Transportation and Utility Systems and 

Facilities (SF-299) on April 5, 2012.  The application requests permission to use an existing 

temporary 8-inch high density polyethylene surface water line to transport produced water as 

part of Oxy’s existing water distribution system. The line would service two existing multi-well 

pads: Shell 797-03A (COGCC Location ID: 427315) and Shell 797-03B (COGCC Location ID: 

335482). The pipeline would carry produced water to and from the well pads to Oxy’s main 

water distribution network at the Shell 797-09A well pad.  The total length of the pipeline is 

approximately 1.65 miles, located on both federal and fee lands.  The portion of the pipeline 

located on federal lands is approximately 0.68 miles long.  Exhibit A shows the location of the 

pipeline and relevant well pads. 

 

The pipeline is located entirely within existing approved rights-of-way for subsurface pipelines 

as analyzed in a previous Environmental Assessment and signed Finding of No Significant 

Impact (DOI-BLM-CO-130-2009-0005-EA).  At the end of five years, Oxy would 

decommission the temporary surface water pipeline, removing all surface facilities from the 

ROW within 3 months weather permitting.  The removal would take less than seven days, 

although additional time may be required due to adverse weather conditions.  ROW areas 

disturbed during the removal of the surface facilities will be re-vegetated with an approved BLM 

seed mix prior to the following growing season. 

 

Gas Pipeline: 

Oxy submitted an Application for Transportation and Utility Systems and Facilities (SF-299) on 

June 26
th

, 2012.  The application requests permission to install a 6-inch diameter, 0.280 inch 

thick carbon steel pipeline immediately adjacent to the existing water pipeline described above, 

with identical lengths and location (1.65 miles long, 0.68 miles on federal land).  The line would 

service two existing multi-well pads: Shell 797-03A (COGCC Location ID: 427315) and Shell 

797-03B (COGCC Location ID: 335482).  The line is necessary to accommodate additional gas 

production from new wells drilled on the 797-03A well pad, and would carry the gas to Oxy’s 

existing natural gas pipeline infrastructure located near the Shell 797-09A well pad.  Figure 1 

shows the location of the pipeline and relevant well pads. 

 

The steel natural gas pipeline would be constructed within the existing previously disturbed 

right-of-way or on the existing access road and then moved into place immediately adjacent to 

the existing surface water line.  On average the proposed pipeline would be located within three 

and five feet of the water line, but in some cases the pipeline would be closer than three feet.  If 

space is limited on the existing right-of-way, the pipeline would be constructed off of the BLM 
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right-of-way on private surface lands and then moved into the BLM right-of-way for installation 

to minimize surface disturbance on federal lands.  All construction and temporary activities will 

be confined to previously disturbed areas.  Oxy would utilize wood or concrete support 

structures to secure the line in place and elevate the proposed line across drainage features.  Once 

installation is complete all welds would be X-rayed and the pipeline would be hydro-tested to 

1800 psi to verify the integrity of the line.  Freshwater for hydrostatic testing would be 

transported from Oxy’s Pond 10 North in the Cascade Creek Valley.  Upon completion of the 

hydro-test activity the fresh water would be returned to Oxy’s Pond 10 for reuse.  Operating 

pressure for the proposed pipeline would be 375 psi.  Pipeline hazard markers would be installed 

within seven days of placing the pipeline into service.  Pipeline placement would take 

approximately days total, 7 of which would involve public lands. 

 

Upon decommissioning the pipeline, all surface facilities will be removed from the pipeline 

right-of-way within 3 months weather permitting.  The removal is projected to take less than 

seven days, although additional time may be required due to adverse weather conditions.  ROW 

areas disturbed during the removal of the surface facilities will be re-vegetated with an approved 

BLM seed mix prior to the following growing season. 

 

Shared Justification for Grant Authorization: 

The pipelines are within Emphasis Area CO-1 as designated in the Grand Junction Resource 

Management Plan for oil and gas development, which directs that oil and gas resources in such 

areas should be made available for leasing and development (see Plan Conformance Review).  

The federal lands affected by this pipeline are also designated as slated for disposal in the Grand 

Junction RMP, which directs that only utility applications that would not unduly depreciate the 

tracts’ appraised values will be approved.  This application would not depreciate the tract’s value 

because the right-of-way and surface water pipeline are pre-existing, and the gas pipeline would 

be immediately adjacent to the existing surface pipeline.  

 

PLAN CONFORMANCE REVIEW:   

The Proposed Action is subject to and has been reviewed for conformance with (43 CFR 1610.5, 

BLM 1617.3) the following plan:   

 

Name of Plan:  GRAND JUNCTION Resource Management Plan  

 

 Date Approved: JANUARY, 1987  

 

Decision Number/Page:  2-39, 2-40, 2-47, 2-48 

 

Decision Language:   

Area CO-1, Emphasis on Oil and Gas 

2-39: “Make available for leasing with standard lease terms.” 

2-40: “Identify threatened and endangered species habitat, known locations of sensitive 

species, deer and elk winter range, perennial streams, and slopes greater than 40 percent 

as sensitive to public utilities (76,120 acres).  Identify the remainder of the area as 

suitable.” 

Areas Gd: Emphasis on Land Disposal 
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2-47: “Oil and Gas: Make available for leasing potential disposal tracts with standard 

lease terms and appropriate stipulations.” 

2-48: “Public Utilities: “Identify all tracts as sensitive to public utilities.  Approve only 

right-of-way applications that would not unduly depreciate the tracts’ appraised values.” 

 

REVIEW OF EXISTING NEPA DOCUMENTS:   

 

 The following NEPA document(s) satisfies the criteria of being an activity-level or 

project-level EIS or EA that is applicable to the Proposed Action, as described below. 

 

 Name of Document:  DOI-BLM-CO-130-2009-0005-EA 

 

 Date Approved:  October 17
th

, 2008 

 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW:   

 

The proposed action is categorically excluded from further documentation in accordance with 

statutory NEPA categorical exclusions (CXs), as granted in Section 390 of the Energy Policy Act 

of 2005, for oil and gas exploration and development. The proposed action qualifies as a 

categorical exclusion under Section 390, based on the qualifying criterion Number 4, of the 

categories listed below (select only one).  

 

Qualifying Criteria (check all that apply) YES NO 

1. Individual surface disturbances of less than five (5) acres, so long as the 

total surface disturbance on the lease is not greater than 150 acres and site-

specific analysis in a document prepared pursuant to NEPA has been 

previously completed.  

  

 

  X 

a. Will disturb less than 5 acres; if more than one action is proposed for a 

lease, each activity is counted separately and each may disturb up to 

five acres. 

  

  X 

b. The current un-reclaimed surface disturbance readily visible on the 

entire leasehold is not greater than 150 acres, including the proposed 

action. 

  

c. This categorical exclusion includes the requirement of a site-specific 

NEPA document.  A site specific NEPA analysis may be an EA/EIS 

for exploration and/or development, for a specific MDP, for a multi-

well or a single well permit approval. 

 

  X 
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Qualifying Criteria (check all that apply) YES NO 

2. Drilling an oil and gas location or well pad at a site at which drilling has 

occurred within five (5) years prior to the date of spudding the well. 

  

  X 

3. Drilling an oil or gas well within a developed field for which an approved 

land use plan or any environmental document prepared pursuant to NEPA 

analyzed a reasonably foreseeable activity, so long as such plan or 

document was approved within five (5) years prior to the date of spudding 

the well.  

  

 

 X 

a. The proposed APD is within a developed oil or gas field.  A developed 

field is defined as any field in which a confirmation well has been 

completed. 

  

 X 

  

b. There is an existing NEPA document (including that supporting a land 

use plan) that contains a reasonably foreseeable development scenario 

encompassing this action. 

 

  

 

 X 

c. The NEPA document was finalized or supplemented within five years 

of spudding the new well. 

 

  X 

 

4. Placement of a pipeline in an approved right-of-way corridor, so long as 

the corridor was approved within five (5) years prior to the date of 

placement of the pipeline. 

 

  X 

 

a. The placement of a pipeline in an existing corridor of any type. The 

term “right-of-way corridor” in Section 390 is not limited to those 

authorized under 43 CFR 2800, but is a more generalized term that 

applies to any type of corridor or right-or-way (whether on or off lease) 

approved under any authority or vehicle of the BLM, including Sundry 

Notices. 

 

 

 

  X 

 

b. Placement of the pipeline within five years of Placement approval (or 

amendment) of the most recent date of a decision (NEPA or permit 

authorization). 

 

  X 

 

5. Maintenance of a minor activity, other than any construction or major 

renovation of a building or facility. 

  

 X 
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INTERDISCIPLINARY REVIEW:   

 

Name    Title    Area of Responsibility___________ 

Alissa Leavitt-Reynolds Archaeologist   Cultural Resources,                                                                                                                                            

        Native American  

        Religious Concerns                                                                                                

 

John Toolen                           Ecologist                               Special Status Species 

         

John Toolen                           Wildlife Biologist  Wildlife, Fisheries,  

Special Status Species 

 

Nate Dieterich   Hydrologist   Hydrology   
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Table 1– Potentially Impacted Resources  
 

Resources 
Not Present 
On 
Location 

No Impact 
Potentially 
Impacted 

Effects 
sufficiently 
analyzed/ 
mitigated in 
previous 
NEPA 
document 
or proposed 
action?  

BLM 
Evaluator 
Initial & Date 

Comments 

PHYSICAL RESOURCES 

Air and Climate    Y  N  ND 11/6/12  

Water (surface & subsurface, floodplains)    Y  N  ND 11/6/12  

Soils    Y  N  ND 11/6/12  

Geological/Mineral Resources    Y  N  
DSG 

10/29/12 
 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Special Status Plants    Y  N  JT  11/06/12  

Special Status Wildlife    Y  N  JT  11/06/12  

Migratory Birds    Y  N  JT  11/06/12  

Other Important Wildlife Habitat    Y  N  JT  11/06/12  

Vegetation, Forestry    Y  N  JAM 11/13/12  

Invasive, Non-native Species    Y  N  MT 11/13/12 

Weed 
mitigation 

covered  for 
existing ROW 

and Oxy 
weed plan 

Wetlands/Riparian Zones    Y  N  
CARS 

10/31/12 
 

HERITAGE RESOURCES AND HUMAN ENV.  

Cultural or Historical    Y  N  
ALR 

11/2/2012 
 

Paleontological    Y  N  
DSG 

10/29/12 
 

Tribal& American Indian Religious 
Concerns 

   Y  N  
ALR 

11/2/2012 
 

Visual Resources    Y  N  CPP 10/31/12  

Social/Economic    Y  N    

Transportation and Access    Y  N  CPP 10/31/12 

Short-term 
traffic 

disruption 
during 

installation of 
gas pipeline 

Wastes, Hazardous or Solid    Y  N  AK 10/25/12  

LAND RESOURCES 

Recreation    Y  N  CPP 10/31/12  

Special Designations (ACEC, SMAs, 

WSR) 
   Y  N  CPP 10/31/12  

Wilderness & Wilderness 
Characteristics 

   Y  N  CPP 10/31/12  

Range Management    Y  N  JAM 11/13/12  
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Table 1– Potentially Impacted Resources  
 

Resources 
Not Present 
On 
Location 

No Impact 
Potentially 
Impacted 

Effects 
sufficiently 
analyzed/ 
mitigated in 
previous 
NEPA 
document 
or proposed 
action?  

BLM 
Evaluator 
Initial & Date 

Comments 

Wild Horse and Burros    Y  N  CLV 11/7/12  

Land Tenure, ROW, Other Uses    Y  N  CLV 11/7/12  

Fire/Fuels    Y  N  JP 11/13/12  
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REMARKS:   

CULTURAL RESOURCES  

Compliance with NHPA:  

A records search of the general project area, and three Class III inventories of the Area of 

Potential Effect (APE), as defined in the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), was 

completed by a Colorado BLM permitted cultural resource contracting firms (BLM GJFO CRIR 

1102-14, 5408-01, 5408-02).  Conditions of the existing cultural environment are incorporated 

by these references and no cultural resources are located in the APE. The project inventory and 

evaluation is in compliance with the NHPA, the Colorado State Protocol Agreement, and other 

federal law, regulation, policy, and guidelines regarding cultural resources.  The attached 

stipulations would provide protection to any cultural resources unknown to the agency.  There is 

no known evidence that suggests the project area holds special significance for Native 

Americans, or is actively used to maintain any traditional practices.  The project would not alter 

or limit any access if there were traditional uses that are not known to the agency. 

 

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES  

Compliance with ESA: The area was surveyed for rare plants in 2008 (Baker Gulch Rare Plant 

Survey), none were located.  Hookless Cactus would be the main species of concern, but none 

were found; additional surveys are not required. 

 

Compliance with BLM Sensitive Species Manual:  

 

The area contains (a) potential Peregrine Falcon nesting habitat; (b) potential Greater Sage 

Grouse habitat & Greater Sage Grouse Habitat Tiers 2 & 3; (c) Bighorn Sheep Overall Range; 

(d) Mule Deer Winter Range, Concentrated Winter Range, and Winter Critical Area; (e) Elk  

Winter Range.   No new disturbance and the ASAP desired timing means no winter range timing 

conflicts for big game, nesting conflicts with peregrine or sage grouse, and no winter timing 

issues with sage grouse. Construction, reclamation, maintenance, and operations are restricted 

with a timing stipulation (Special Stipulation Numbers 28 & 29) which protects resources in the 

event of delayed installation.  

 

 

 

NAME OF PREPARER:  Alex Nees 

 

NAME OF ENVIRONMENTAL COORDINATOR:  Collin Ewing 

 

DATE:   

 

DECISION:  

I have reviewed this document and have decided to implement the Baker Gulch Temporary 

Surface Gas & Water Pipelines project as described above in the proposed action.  This project is 
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For additional information concerning this decision, contact Catherine Ventling, Natural 

Resource Specialist, Grand Junction Field Office, 2815 H Road, Grand Junction, CO 81506; 

Phone 970-244-3009; Email cventling@blm.gov 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  Exhibit A: Project Map.   

Exhibit B: Stipulations 

 



 EXHIBIT A 

           Project Map 
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EXHIBIT B 

           Stipulations 
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STANDARD RIGHT-OF-WAY STIPULATIONS:  

1. If the pipeline installation has not been completed by October 17
th

, 2013, this 

authorization will expire and the holder will cease all operations related to installation 

of the pipeline. In that event, the holder will be required to submit a new application.  

 

2. If the pipeline installation has not been completed by October 17
th

, 2013, this authorization 

will expire and the holder will cease all operations related to installation of the pipeline. In 

that event, the holder will be required to submit a new application.  

 

3. The holder shall notify the BLM authorized officer at least 24 hours prior to the 

commencement of any surface disturbing activities under this grant. The BLM 

contact person is Catherine Ventling, Grand Junction Field Office, 2815 H Road, 

Grand Junction, CO 81506, phone (970) 244-3009. 
 

4. The holder shall construct, operate, maintain and reclaim the proposed facilities and all 

work areas in strict conformity with the submitted application and plan of development 

(approved October 2008) for the right-of-ways, and according to BLM stipulations.  

Any relocation, additional construction, or use that is not in accord with the approved 

plans of development, shall not be initiated without the prior written approval of the 

authorized officer. 
 

5. Noncompliance with any of the stipulations will be grounds for an immediate 

temporary suspension of activities if it constitutes a threat to public health and safety or 

the environment. 
 

6. Copies of the right-of-way grant with the stipulations shall be kept on site during 

construction and maintenance activities. All construction personnel shall review the 

grant and stipulations before working on the right-of-ways. 
 

7. The holder shall notify all existing rights-of-way holders in the project area prior to 

beginning any surface disturbance or construction activities. The holder shall obtain an 

agreement with any existing ROW holders or other parties with authorized facilities 

that cross or are adjacent to those of the holder to assure that no damage to an existing 

ROW or authorized facility will occur. The agreement(s) shall be obtained prior to any 

use of the ROW or existing facility. 
 

8. OXY shall require workers to carpool from the guard shack below the entrance to East 

Fork Conn Creek canyon to reduce the number of light-vehicle trips during 

construction of the road, pipelines, and well pad and during drilling and completion 

operations. 
 

9. OXY  shall  follow  the  standard  Education/Discovery stipulation for  cultural  

resource protection  along  with  the  Colorado  State  Statute  CRS  24-80-1301  for  

Historic, Prehistoric, and Archaeological Resources, and for Unmarked Human Graves.  

The importance of this stipulation should be stressed to the operator and its contractors, 
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including informing them of their responsibilities to protect and report any cultural 

resources encountered on public land during construction.  If newly discovered cultural 

resources are identified during project implementation, work in that area shall stop and 

the BLM authorized officer shall be notified immediately (36 CFR §800.13).  

Adherence to these stipulations will adequately protect unidentified cultural resources 

and prevent adverse effects on known eligible and need data properties. 
 

10. If a vertebrate fossil is encountered during construction of the road, pipelines, or well 
pad, work in that area must cease immediately and OXY shall notify the BLM 
Authorized Officer at the GJFO of the discovery.  The BLM would notify appropriate 
personnel and arrange a timely inspection of the fossil.  A decision would be made as 
to whether construction could continue or not depending on the discovery requiring 
excavation or further documentation.   In any case, decisions and paleontological work 
would be completed in a reasonably short timeframe to avoid unreasonable delays in 
construction. Construction could continue in other parts of the construction right-of-way 
while the paleontology issue is being resolved. 

 
11. Trench plugs shall be installed in the trench line at the low water crossing of the 

intermittent drainage at MP 0.99 on BLM lands to ensure that potential seasonal 

subsurface flow is not diverted down the pipeline trench. 
 

12. Spills of fuel, lubricants, and solvents during pipeline/facility construction that could 

be entrained by surface soils materials and/or enter into surface waters or drainages 

shall be contained and cleaned up in accordance with SPCC Plan requirements. 
 

13. Well drilling activities shall be conducted according to Colorado Oil and Gas 

Commission Standard Practices to avoid and minimize potential impacts to 

groundwater resources during drilling operations which are served by the road and 

pipelines. 
 

14. The unnamed tributary to East Fork Conn Creek shall be designed as a low water 

crossing. 
 

15. In areas where the proposed road and pipeline alignment has been deviated away from 

the existing two-track road near MP 1.48 and MP 1.57, the existing two-track road shall 

be reclaimed (i.e., regraded and reseeded) to improve the existing drainage conditions in 

the area. 
 

16. During construction on BLM lands, OXY shall comply with the GJFO RMP Standard 

a. Design Practices for all Proposals as it relates to potential impacts to surface 

water. 
 

17. During construction on BLM lands, OXY shall comply with the GJFO RMP Standard 
a. Design Practices for all Proposals as it relates to potential impacts 

to soils. 
 

18. Stormwater   Best   Management   Practices   (BMPs) identified in the Stormwater 

Management Plan shall be in place prior to any earth-disturbing activity.   

Additional BMPs will be installed as determined necessary by the authorized officer. 



 

16 

 

 
19. Topsoil shall be salvaged from the pipeline trenchline and any graded areas required for 

construction of the road, pipelines, and well pad. 
 

20. On BLM lands, topsoil segregation shall be performed in all areas along the pipeline 

over the trenchline and where the right-of-way grading activities would occur to prevent 

mixing of the soil horizons or incorporating excess rock into the topsoil. 
 

21. On BLM lands, the top 6 inches of topsoil from the trenchline or graded areas shall be 

stockpiled separately from all subsoil materials and shall be replaced in the proper order 

during backfilling and final grading. 
 

22. During road construction on BLM lands, a minimum of 6 inches of topsoil shall 

be salvaged from the road prism (i.e., road surface, including cut and fill slopes) in areas 

of new disturbance outside the existing two-track road. 
 

23. During road restoration on BLM lands, topsoil shall be replaced on reclaimed graded 

surfaces and cut and fill slopes to improve revegetation efforts and to minimize the 

potential of long-term impacts. 
 

24. All disturbed areas shall be recontoured to blend with the natural topography to the 

satisfaction of the authorized officer within 30 days of project completion, or cessation 

of construction activity. 
 

25. As part of the required reclamation, all disturbed areas shall be seeded with a seed 

mixture suitable to specific site conditions.  This mixture shall be approved prior to 

reclamation by the authorized officer.  All seed mixtures must be certified to be 

weed- free. Application rates are for pure, live seed (PLS). Certification and seed tags 

must be submitted to the Field Manager within 30 days of seeding.  The following seed 

mix is an example of the of the species and application rate that may be required for 

reclamation: 
 
 

Prepare seedbed by contour cultivating four to six inches deep. Drill seed after 

September and before soil is frozen, covering seed ½ to 1 inch deep. Where seed 

cannot be drilled, broadcast application shall be used at twice the recommended 

application rate. If seeding cannot be completed within 24 hours of contour cultivating 

cover seeds 1/2 to 1 inch deep with a harrow or drag bar. Seed must be applied to the 

soil before any mulch, straw, or hay is applied. Disturbed portions of the right-of-way 

surface shall be left rough and not smoothed to help facilitated seed germination and 

seedling survival. 
 

Low-Elevation Salt-Desert Scrub/Basin Big Sagebrush 

 
Common Name 

 
Scientific Name 

 
Variety 

 
Season 

 
Form 

PLS 
lbs/acre1* 

Plant Both of the Following (5% Each, 10% Total) 
Fourwing Saltbush Atriplex canescens   Shrub 1.9 
Shadscale Atriplex confertifolia   Shrub 1.5 
and Both of the Following (20% Each, 40% Total) 
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26. OXY shall apply the appropriate measures outlined in the GJFO and Grand Valley 

Ranger District’s Noxious and Invasive Weed Management Plan (March 2007) and the 

Garfield County Weed Plan to ensure that weed invasions do not create long-term 

impacts as a result of the project.  On BLM lands, OXY shall monitor noxious weeds and 

weed control success and report results to the BLM. 
 

27. OXY shall remove vehicle-killed carrion from the roadside to minimize risk of 

vehicular collisions with wintering bald eagles. 
 

28. Construction, reclamation, maintenance, and operations considered by the authorized 

officer to be intensive in nature shall not be allowed between December 1 and May 1 

because of deer and elk winter range unless otherwise approved by the GJFO Manager. 
 

29. OXY shall avoid construction between pre-nesting and chick fledgling, generally 

February 1 to August 15, in order to minimize impacts to nesting raptors identified as 

BLM-sensitive and/or state-sensitive species.   If construction occurs between these 

times, additional nesting surveys shall be performed and a species-specific radius buffer 

(as recommended by CDOW) shall be placed around active nests. 
 

30. Increased contributions of sediment to the rivers from affected ephemeral tributaries 

shall be mitigated by measures implemented at ephemeral stream crossings.   Efforts 

shall be made to prevent over-watering of access roads to minimize runoff. Trucks shall 

be moving at a relatively slow speed (averaging 15 mph) to minimize production of 

fugitive dust. Storm water Best Management Practices (BMPs) identified in the Storm 

Water  Management  Plan  shall  be  in  place  prior  to  any  earth-disturbing  activity. 

Additional BMPs will be installed as determined necessary by the authorized officer. 
 

31. Haul drivers, miners, and other contractors shall be briefed in regularly scheduled safety 

meetings on the potential impacts to big game winter range and bear fall concentration, 

in order to prevent extraneous harassment and nuisance to the animals. 

 
Galleta 

 
Pleuraphis [Hilaria] jamesii 

Viva 
florets 

 
Warm 

 
Bunch 

 
2.5 

Alkali Sacaton Sporobolus airoides Salado Warm Bunch 0.2 
20% 

 
Western 

Wheatgrass 

 
Pascopyrum [Agropyron] 

smithii 

 
Arriba 

 
Cool 

Sod- 
forming 

 
3.6 

15% 

 
Indian Ricegrass 

 
Achnatherum [Oryzopsis] 
hymenoides 

Nezpar, Paoma, 
Rimrock 

 
Cool 

 
Bunch 

 
2.1 

5%      
Western Yarrow Achilea millefolium   Forb 0.2 
10%      

 
Blue Flax 

 
Linum lewisii 

Maple 
Grove 

 
 
Forb 

 
0.5 

1   
Based on pure live seeds (PLS) per square foot, drill-seeded.  Double this rate (90 PLS per square foot) if 

broadcast or hydroseeded. 
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32. On-site trash shall be contained and exterior trash containers shall be bear-proofed. 

 
33. OXY shall inform all personnel about the potential problem of poaching and require 

each to review CDOW’s “Operation Game Thief” program. 
 

34. OXY shall prohibit employee use of firearms on BLM land in the project area. 
 

35. The BLM authorized officer shall be notified at least 30 days prior to any non-

emergency related surface disturbance or maintenance activities.    The authorized 

officer may require the completion of a special status plant species survey by a third 

party contractor at the expense of the holder, or the BLM may choose to complete the 

survey.  The BLM may take actions or make recommendations to protect any special 

status plant populations identified near or on the right-of-way. 
 

36. Sixty days prior to termination of the right-of-way, the holder shall contact the 

authorized officer to arrange a joint inspection of the right-of-way.  This inspection 

will be held to agree to an acceptable termination and rehabilitation plan.   This plan 

shall include removal of facilities, recontouring and seeding at the discretion of the 

authorized officer. The authorized officer must approve the plan in writing prior to the 

holder's commencement of any termination activities. 
 

37. Applicant shall comply with all County regulations and permit requirements. 

 

38. If the steel temporary surface pipeline has not been installed by October 17, 2013, this 

authorization will expire and the operator will cease all operations related to this action. In 

that event, the operator will be required to submit a new application. 
 
 

STANDARD RIGHT-OF-WAY STIPULATIONS:  

 
39. Any  cultural  and/or  paleontological  resource  (historic  or  prehistoric  site  or  

object) discovered by the holder, or any person working on his behalf, on public or 

federal land shall be immediately reported to the authorized officer.   Holder shall 

suspend all operations in the immediate area of such discovery until written 

authorization to proceed is issued by the authorized officer.  An evaluation of the 

discovery will be made by the authorized officer to determine appropriate actions to 

prevent the loss of significant cultural or scientific values.  The holder will be 

responsible for the cost of evaluation and any decision as to proper mitigation 

measures will be made by the authorized officer after consulting with the holder. 
 

40. Pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(g) the holder of this authorization must notify the authorized 

office, by telephone, with written confirmation, immediately upon the discovery of 

human remains, funerary items, sacred objects, or objects of cultural patrimony.   

Further, pursuant to 43 CFR 10.4(c) and (d), you must stop activities in the vicinity of 

the discovery and protect it for 30 days or until notified to proceed by the authorized 

officer. 
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41. On the Right-of-Way, the holder shall monitor and control those noxious weeds that may 

occur or be found, as listed in the booklet, Noxious Weeds of Garfield County. If 

chemical control is necessary, use of pesticides shall comply with the applicable Federal 

and State laws. Pesticides shall be used only in accordance with their registered uses and 

within limitations imposed by the Secretary of the Interior. Prior  to the use of 

pesticides, the holder shall obtain from the authorized officer written approval of a plan 

showing the type and quantity of material to be used, the pest(s) to be controlled, 

method of application, location of storage and disposal of containers, and any other 

information deemed necessary by the authorized officer. Emergency use of pesticides 

shall be approved in writing by the authorized officer prior to such use. 
 

42. The holder shall comply with all applicable Federal laws and regulations existing or 

hereafter enacted or promulgated. In any event, the holder shall comply with the Toxic 

Substances Control Act of 1976, as amended (15 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.) with regard to 

any toxic substances that are used, generated by or stored on the right-of-way or on 

facilities authorized under this right-of-way grant (see 40 CFR, Part 702-799 and 

especially, provisions on polychlorinated biphenyls, 40 CFR 761.1-761.193). 

Additionally, any release of toxic substances (leaks, spills, etc.) in excess of the 

reportable quantity established by 40 CFR, Part 117 shall be reported as required by the 

Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, 

Section 102b. A copy of any report required or requested by any Federal agency or State 

government as a result of a reportable release or spill of any toxic substances shall be 

furnished to the authorized officer concurrent with the filing of the reports to the 

involved Federal agency or State government. 
 

43. The holder shall comply with applicable State standards for public health and safety, 

environmental protection and siting, construction, operation and maintenance, if these 

State standards are more stringent than Federal standards for similar projects. 

 

 




