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Wild & Scenic Rivers

Eligibility

Suitability and Recommendation

Designation
Only Congress can 

designate a 
Wild and Scenic River



Eligibility Review

Stream segment must:
1. Be “free-flowing”
2. Have at least one “outstandingly 

remarkable value” (ORV)

Tentative Classification:

Level of Development along stream segment

Wild –
watersheds and shorelines essentially primitive

Scenic –
watersheds and shorelines largely undeveloped

Recreational –
may have some development



Wild & Scenic River Study Process

Eligibility Report is Complete:

Combined the Eligibility finding from the 
Uncomphagre Field Office and Grand 
Junction Field Office reports

11 segments on 7 streams found eligible

New information on vegetation ranking 
changes some ORVs

Errata (change) sheet will address the 
impact to eligibility findings
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Wild & Scenic River Study Process

Suitability = determining which 

eligible rivers/streams are suitable or 
not suitable for inclusion in the 
NWSRS)

Suitability Questions:

1. Should the river’s free-flowing 
character, water quality, and ORVs 
be protected, or are one or more 
other uses important enough to 
warrant doing otherwise?

2. Will the river’s free-flowing 
character water quality, and ORVs 
be protected through designation?  
Is it the best method for protecting 
the river corridor?  

3. Is there a demonstrated 
commitment to protect the river 
by any nonfederal entities who 
may be partially responsible for 
implementing protective 
management?
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Wild & Scenic River Study Process

Recommendation

The decision whether or not to 
recommend designation of a study 
river is made through the RMP.



Wild & Scenic River Process

Deferral of a suitability determination

-Requires management actions in the RMP to protect free-flowing 
nature and ORVs identified in the Eligibility Report
-Example: Upper Colorado River



Wild & Scenic River Study Process
Gunnison Basin Stakeholder Group/Environmental Community Recommendations

* Segment miles based on GJFO and UFO Eligibility Reports
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Questions?


