
and/ 
or 

Operator Submits APD with Application Fee 

APD is reviewed for 
completeness 

BLM and other SMA (if applicable) will 
post operator name, well name/number, 
and well location for public information a 

minimum of 30 days. 

APD is date 
stamped 

Within 10 days after receiving APD, BLM send operator a 
letter notifying whether or not the APD is complete with a  

list of deficiencies if applicable.  BLM or other SMA will 
schedule onsite. 

Environmental Assessment 
started if not completed already. 

BLM or SMA surface 
review 

Engineer/Geologic 
review 

Adjudication review 

Conduct 
onsite (site 

review) 

Operator has 45 days to provide information 
necessary to make the APD complete or BLM may 

return APD to operator. 

Within 30 days of the operator submitting a 
complete APD the BLM will: 

Approve Defer Deny 

BLM notifies operator of 
additional deficiencies 

Actions that the BLM or other SMA 
needs to take before making final 

decision. 

Actions the operator could take to 
enable the BLM or other SMA to issue a 

final decision. 

Operator has two years to take action 
specified in notice or BLM will deny APD. 

Notice sent to operator 

Application for Permit to Drill Process 

or or 

APD – Application for Permit to Drill 
SMA – Surface Managing Agency (ie. USFS) 


