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1100 ACRES OF PUBLIC LAND WILL GO PRIVATE
(without objection from CVEPA Board)

A wealthy Aspenite will get a deed from the federal government to 1100
acres of land in the Crystal River Valley. The deed will convey title in perpetuity.
The loss of public domain will be forever. The land is between Prince Creek Road
and Mt. Sopris. Mr. Wexner has already purchased thousands of acres of
adjacent ranch land and many smaller parcels. This acquisition of public land will
allow Wexner to amass more than six thousand acres aiong the north slope of Mt.
Sopris, and effectively block access, and keep people out, of several thousand
more acres of public land lying beyond his holdings.

Something like this is possible because of a provision of the US Code which
allows the federal government to trade land with private individuals. This law
worked well for a rancher to exchange part of his ranch, which was hard to
manage, to the government in exchange for land that better suited his operation.
And thereby the government might acquire land for the National Forest, or BLM,
that was more useful to the public.

But that’s not what happened here. After Wexner decided he wanted the
1100 acres of public land, he went out and bought a separate parcel of 600 acres
of private land , several miles away, outside the Crystal Valley. Then offered to
trade this 600 acres for the public land he wanted in the Crystal Valley. He hired
an appraiser who said the values were equal, and he had the support of
Carbondale hikers and bikers who coveted the 600 acres. But the fact remains:
we the people of the Crystal Valley will suffer an irreversible and permanent loss
1100 acres of public land.

At least four members of the CVEPA Board of Directors support Wexnet’s
acquisition. Reasons they gave for supporting Wexner were: government
agencies couldn’t manage property and protect the wildlife as well as Wexner,
Wexner was giving up a number of theoretical home sites, Wexner is a good
person who has been very charitable in his home state of Ohio, and the realtor



who put the deal together was an environmentalist on the directors boards of
HIGH COUNTY NEWS and ASPEN LAND TRUST.

At least four other members of the CVEPA Board were opposed to

‘Wexner's acquisition and thought the idea of reducing public land in the Crystal
Valley for all time, was a very bad idea. Loss of access to a large quadrant of
Mt.Sopris was lamented. Precedent was feared. At the same time, one of the
Koch brothers was trying the same maneuver, using the same realtor, to acquire
a big swath of the National Forest from Ragged Mountain down to Paonia
Reservoir. And if private owners of great estate, are better abile than our
government to manage land and protect wildlife, then Ted Turner should take
over Yellowstone National Park.

CVEPA’s comment to the federal government was that we did not object to
the transfer of this public land to Wexner, so long as he performed his promises
concerning his management of the property. CVEPA’S position was essentially:
“Go ahead, it's OK to sell our public land to private buyers. IT'S ONLY A QUESTION
OF PRICE.”

During CVEPA’s entire 41 year life, this will be the first significant loss of
public domain in the Crystal Valley. But surely Wexner is not the only wealthy
person in Aspen, wishing to own more. If others set their sights on public land in
the Crystal Valley, the Wexner precedent will surely haunt us. CVEPA’s
acquiescence stirred one of our longest term members, and former board
member to write that CVEPA had become more like a “bridge club”, than the
former band of radical environmentalists, who had stood “balls to the wall”
against Marble Ski Area, Mid-Continent’s depredations and West Divide’s dams.





