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Abstract: This Proposed Resource Management Plan (RMP) and Final Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) considers land use planning decisions for managing approximately 505,000 acres of
BLM lands and 701,000 acres of federal mineral estate administered by the Colorado River Valley Field
Oftice (formerly known as Glenwood Springs Field Office) in western Colorado. The Proposed RMP
will establish goals, objectives, allowable uses and management actions for the planning area which
spans portions of Eagle, Garfield, Mesa, Pitkin, Rio Blanco, and Routt Counties.

Four alternatives are analyzed in detail including: Alternative A (the “no action” alternative ot
continuation of the present management situation), Alternative B (the mixed emphasis alternative and
Proposed RMP), Alternative C (conservation emphasis), and Alternative D (resource use emphasis).
Issues addressed include air quality, travel management, recreation, energy development, fish and
wildlife resources including special status species, sagebrush habitat and sagebrush-dependent species.
The alternatives address designation of areas of critical environmental concern, designation of special
and extensive recreation management areas, eligibility and suitability of river segments under the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and managing lands for the protection of wilderness
characteristics.

The Proposed RMP/Final EIS was prepared subsequent to the release of the Draft RMP/Draft EIS in
September 2011. The Final EIS includes responses to all substantive, public comments on the draft
document as well as all appropriate revisions. It was prepared by the BLM in cooperation with the
Colorado BLM Northwest Resource Advisory Council and the following cooperating agencies:
Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Colorado River Water Conservation District, City of
Glenwood Springs, City of Rifle, Denver Water Board, Eagle County, Gatfield County, Pitkin County,
Town of Basalt, Town of Carbondale, Town of Eagle, Town of Gypsum, Town of New Castle, Town
of Parachute, Town of Silt, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the White River National Forest.

Protests: Protests on the Proposed RMP and Final EIS must be postmarked or received 30 days from
the date the US Environmental Protection Agency publishes the Notice of Availability in the Federal
Register.
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