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was later selected for excavation equent investigations led the
site being reassigned as an early McPhee Phase field house.

Operations at the site were supervised by Nancy J. Hewitt,
University of Colorado archaeologist. The excavations were conducted by
one University of Colorado field crew and one Youth Conservation Corps
field crew during the period 10 July - 16 August 1978. Average crew size
was six people. Environmental data and archaeomagnetic dates were
recovered by the Environmental Studies Program and dating-remote sensing
program personne” respectively. A total of 157 person-days expended

on intensive investigations at the site.



ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Little House is situated on the crest and south slope of a low ridge
north of the Sagehen Flats marsh .1). Narrow drainages to the
east and west of the site empty into the marsh basin. The site commands
an excellent view of the surrounding slopes and the marsh and its
environment.

At an elevation of 2104 m, Little House is located in the Upper
Sonoran veg._ _ition zone, although the flora in the immediate site
vicinity exhibit certain characteristics of a disturbed environment. The
dominant present vegetation cover at the site is big sagebrush (Artemisia

tridentata), lupine (Lupinus spp.), birdbeak (Cordylanthus sp.) and

thistle (Cirsium spp.); various grasses are also abundant. Squawbush

(Rhus aromatice rilobata) is present in the drainages near the

site. Remnant stands of pinyon (Pinus edu ) and juniper (Juniperus
osteosperma) are found on higher knolls to the south. Since this area
has been cleared for cultivation historically, it is postulated that the
pinyon and juniper stands might have been more extensive during the
prehistoric occupation of the area. Within a 5 km radius of the site
various exploitable plant resources may have been available to the
prehistoric occupants. Broadleaf yucca (Yucca barrata) would have

yielded fruit, pods, soap, and fiber. Fruit and pods would also have

been available from prickly pear (Op "~ = ' ‘~=i~ue grasses,
especially Indian rice grass (grxggg 1 have provided
important seed resources. Bulbs cou d from wild
onions (Allium spp.) and se~~ Tily ( ). Serviceberry
(Amelanchier utahensis), squawbush ( rilobata),
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Figure 7.:

.ittle House (Site 5MT2191)
topographic map.
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Errata

Line
should read “"Excavations at Little House (Site
5MT2191), a Pueblo I/Puesblo II field house"

12 "59" should read: "48"

caption for Figure 7.5 "(northwest-southeast)" should read:
“(northeast-southwest)"

caption for Figure 7.6  "(southwest-northwest)" should read:
“(southeast-northwest)"

caption for Figure 7.9 ‘"profile" should read: "profiles"

title for Table 7.12 "149" should read: “151"

title for Table 7.13 "flaked 1ithic tools...154" should
read: "Flaked Lithic Tools...156"

title for Table 7.14 should read: Table 7.14 Little House

(Site 5MT2191) Lithic Analysis Data Summary, Flaked
Lithic Debitage...159"

title for Table 7.15 should read: Table 7.15 Little House
(Site 5MT2191) Litnic Analysis Data Sumnary,
Nonflaked Lithic Tools...162"

2 "(5MT2191)" should read: "(Site 5MT2191)"

12 "sinall scale" should read: "small-scale"

16 "perhaps more" should read: "perhaps no more"
9 "personnel" should read: '"personnel,”

9 "were expended" should read: "was expended"

14 "(Pinus edulus)" should read: "(Pinus edulis)"
22 "(Opuntia spp.)" should read: "(Opuntia spp.)"
23 "hymenoides" should read: "hymenoides’

7&38 should read: *“Skull Canp, Site 5MT2202 (Schlanger
L5]), 420 m to the west; and Horse Bone Camp, Site
5MT2199 (Brown [61), 930 m to the west.

12 “Casa Roca (Site 5MT2203 [7])" should read: "Casa
Roca, Site 5MT2203 (Brisbin [7])"
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Line

17 & 18

"McPhee Village (Site 5MT4475 [8])" should read:
"McPhee Pueblo, Site 5MT4475 (Brisbin [8])"

caption for Figure 7.2 should read "Little House (Site

12
14

11

12
10
11

5MT2191), location of contemporaneous sites."

"which must® should read: "which might"

"post occupational” should read: "post-
occupational”

“cists" should read: “cist"

"features" should read: “features,"

"rooms and" should read: "rooms, and"
"(northwest-southeast)" should read: "“(northeast-
southwest)"

"(northwest-southeast)}" should read: "(northeast-
southwest)”

"(southwest-northeast)" should read: "(southeast-
northwest)"

"(southwest-northeast)" should read: "(southeast-
northwest)"

footnote should read "* - See Figure 7.8"
"Architectural" should read: "architectural"
"profile" should read: "profiles"

“North" should read: "north"

delete ",central hearth.”

"episodes, of occupation" should read: "episodes,
occupation"

"modernal" should read: "modern"
"cross~section" should read: "cross section®
"(sample #2)" should read: “(Sample #2)"
"2.85 m" should read: "1.80 m"

"1.80 m" should read: "2.85 m"

Table 7.2 delete extra period after title of table
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116

117

118
121
121

121

30
.30

130
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Line

3

"fi11 Room 1." should read: "fill, Room 1."

title for Table 7.8 should read "Little House (Site 5MT2191),

25

12

14
16
18

15

11
20

14

17

C-14 and Archaeomagnetic Sample Proveniences and
Results"

fourth entry under "Comments" column should read:
"0f the 12 specimens collected from the fireplace, 6
were used in the final analysis"

fifth entry under "Comments" column sould read:
"Directions for this sample were too scattered; thus
no date was attempted"

"Early McPhee" should read: "early McPhee"

“"8ased n the available evidnce," should read: "“"Based
on the available evidence,"

"archeomagnetic" should read: "archaeomagnetic"
"use Area 2" should read: "Use Area 2"

"the robable vegetal" should read: “the probable
vegetal™

"McPhee or Crestview Village" should read: "McPhee
Village or Crestview Hamlet"

"food stuffs" should read: *“foodstuffs"

“Similarly the" should read: "Similarly, the"

"vicinity and in a" should read: "vicinity and
within a"
"harvest of and collected" should read: "harvest and

of collected"
"inter-site," should read: "inter-site"
"continguous" should read: "“contigous"

"from Sample 25, all" should read: "from Sample 25;
all"

"or" should read: "of"

"Occupation/Activity Area 2, neither" should read:
"Occupation/Activity Area 2; neither"

"storage cistin" should read: "storage cist in"






have an adequate frost free period for the maturation of certair
varieties of maize 11:88-89). Cold air drainage into the marsh
basin area might have affected prehistoric cultivation and its
distribution.

The red 1oess soils in the site vicinity are quite suitable for
agricultural purposes. Testing revealed that the soil depths on the site

itself range fron 5> m to 1.2 m, which is adequate for cultivation.
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Figure 7.

ittle House (Site 5MT2191), location of
selected contemporaneous sites.
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EXCAVATION PROCEDURES

Surface indications at Little House consisted of a sparse scatter of
sherds, flaked stone, ground stone, and buil ing rubble. The area of
artifact concentration measured about 30 m north-south and 25 m east-west

'er the top and south slope of the knoll. The building rubble was
confined to a 10 by 8 m area in the north portion of the site. It was
assumed that this concentration of sands® "~ “---Tments represented a
surface structure. No depressions whict licate pitstructures were
observed. Excavation objectives were to discover and record any
architectural features, to recover a representative sample of the
material culture, and to reconstruct the types and extent of activities
performed by the prehistoric occupants of the site.

Investigation was initiated by establishment of a grid system of

2 m squares over the extent of the artifact scatter. By applying

standard sampling procedures developed prit to the field season, 16

2 by 2 m squares were randomly chosen for excavation. After the
vegetation had been removed thin the gridded area, excavation was begun
on the random squares. All of these units were excavated in 15 cm levels
until sterile soil or cultural phenomena were encountered. This resulted
in the exposure of masonry walls in the area of rubble concentration.
Once these indicators of ar itecture were encountered, the random square
design was abandoned and efforts were concentrated on defining the total
extent of the structures. When all the masonry walls had been exposed
and the 1imits of all rooms defined, a small test pit was excavated in
the fill of each room to determine the character and depth of the
.deposits and to determine the -location of the floors. Since there were

-12-
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no cultural strata in the room deposits and since they appeared to be
yos ccupational in nature, these deposits were removed as a single
excavation unit. Usually the fill was less than 25 cm deep. In Room 1,
5 cm above the floor, was an intermittent layer of roof fall which was
removed as a separate provenience unit.

The random squares and two test trenches failed to reveal any other
features or structures. To settle the issue of whether a pitstructure
wa§ present at the site, another long test trench was dug to the south of
the roomblock, using a backhoe. This trench extended 9 m southeast of
the main room (Room 1) and exposed a cluster of ancillary features (later
desinnated as Occupational/Activity Area 2): a refuse pit, a storage
cis nd a fireplace; no pitstructure was uncovered. Once these
smaller cultural features were defined, the fill was removed by hand. 1In
the case of small featur :-half of the fill was removed first to
expose a vertical profile anu the fill was collected for flotation.
Additional testing of peripheral areas was done by surface scraping with
a mechanized blade and by subsurface probing with a posthole digger. The
total extent of the area sampled at Little House and the locations of
test trenches and blading are depicted in igure 7.3.

Artifacts were collected according to both artificial and cultural
provenience units. For random units and for peripheral area testing,
collection units were standardized levels. For excavation of structures
and features, the collection units corresponded with cultural phenomena
(e.g., floors in rooms and strata in features). A small sample (about 1
percent) of the deposits from the culture units was screened in order to
recover some of the smaller cultural materials which are difficult to
recover using other excavation techniques.

-13-
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Figure 7.

Little House (Site 5MT2191),
site sampling plan.
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Bulk soil samples for flotation processing were collected fro grid
squares, hearths, pits, cists and room floors. Po.. 2n sam 2s (Appendix
1) were taken from surfaces in rooms and use areas according to a
quadrant sampling design and from under artifacts discovered in situ on,
these surfaces. Pollen samples were also taken from cists, pits, and
hearths.

Dating materials recovered from the site include three radiocarbon
samples obtained from hearths and charred vegetal material and two
archaeomagnetic samples (Apnandixrz). None of the charred wood specimens

discovered during excavatio 1itable for dendrochronological

analysis.

-16-
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CULTURAL UNITS

Architectural remains at Little House consist of a roomblock
containing one 1iving room and three probable storage rooms, several
smaller features within the room‘ ind clusters of features outside the
roomblock which have been used to define two nonstructural cultural
units. One of these latter units (termed occupation/activity areas) is
located just west of and adjacent to the 1iving room (Room 1). The other
is situated approximately 4 m southeast of the roomblock (Figures 7.4,

7.5, 7.6, and 7.7).

Room 1
Dimensions:
yrth-south diame 2.80 m (average)
1st-west diamete 3.28 m (average)
. loor (less area v: wins): 8.51 sq m
Total roofed area (incl. bins): 9.08 sqm

Depth of structure (modern ground
cuwfaca tn flnar) -

Room 1 is a small, nearly square structure with base walls of
unshaped rubble masonry. Interior features include a central hearth and
two bins formed by an upright slab partition wall (Figures 7.8, 7.9,
7.10, and Table 7.1). A description of Room 1 is presented below.

Period and Span of Occupation

Room 1 is attributed to the McPhee Phase. The span of occupation is
believed to correspond to the occupation of the site in general. Based

on depositional characteristics and on the lack of a midden or of major

-17-



Figure 7.

Jittle House (Site 5MT2191). Spatial
relationships of major cultural unit
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Figure 7.

ttle House (Site AMT21Q1), nmenarval
site profile (nort out
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Figure 7.

ttle House (Site EMT?101) .
site profile (soutl il
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Figure 7.

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), view to the
southwest of roomblock area. Note tested
grid squares in background.
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Table 7.:

Description
EEETHTEE"EFbjectile point
Core

Mano

Metate

Shaped sandstone slabs
Slab metate

Mano

ise (Site 5MT2191), = °,

ited Floor Artifacts

Location
southwest quadrant

northeast quadrant
southeast quadrant
leaning against south wall
northwest quadrant
southwest quadrant

northwest corner bin

* - See Figure

P.L. Numbe

T
2
3

F-3

-26-



Figure 7. ttle House (Site 5MT2191),
: xoom 1, plan view.
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Figure 7.

ttle House (Site 5MT2191),
Room 1, *=chitectural profiles.
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Figure 7.1

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), Room 1, view
Trom "' rth. Note doorslab in center of
room, .ins in northwest and northeast
corners, and metate against south wall.
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remodeling episodes, tion is assumed to have been brief.
Ceramic analysis indicates that the room was occupied during the 1 1th
century

Shape

This structure is a nearly square room with a floor excavated about
15 cm below the original ground surface.
Orientation

The main (northwest-southeast) axis of :he room is oriented 30
degrees west of magnetic north, an orientation which corresponds with
typical Anasazi construction practices.

Walls

The existing wall remnants of Room 1 are constructed of crude
coursed masonry. Construction materials consist of unworked sandstone
fragments bonded with a local soil mortar. A1l of the walls are a single
stone thick and range between one and four courses in height. Si1 e only
very small amounts of building rubble were found in the deposits inside
and outside the structure, it is inferred that the remnant masonry wall
originally formed the base on which an adobe or jacal superstructu: was
constructed. The prehistoric height and exact construction method could
not be verified based on the available evidence. Across the north end of
the room a slab wall was constructed inside the crude coursed outer wall.
The inside wall consists of five upright unworked sandstone slabs that
are oriented end-to-end across the main side of the room forming a bin in
each corner (Figure 7.8). The outer wall was based at the floor level of
the adjacent north room (Room 4) rather than at floor level of Room 1 (30

cm below floor level of Room 4). Therefore, there was a block of sterile
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soil between the inner slab wall and the outer coursed wall of Room 1
(Figure 7.9).

Floor

The floor of this structure is located approximately 30 cm below the
mods ground surface. Consisting of hard-packed native so®” it is
otherwise unprepared and uneven.

Hearth

Located slightly southeast of center is a circular collarless hearth
(Figure 7.11). 1In cros tion the feature is a basin-shaped pit with a
flat bottom and fairly steep sloping sides. The sides and bottom are
¢t osed of fire-hardened and <liahtly fire-reddened native earth. An
archaeomagnetic sample ‘~-~ple obtained from the hearth did not
provide a reliable date for this feature (Appendix 2). The fill of the
feature consisted mainly of ash and small pieces of charcoal interspersed
with concentrations of coarse yellow sand. Covering the entire hearth,
and thereby concealing it, was a layer of native red soil whiéh was
Tevel with the room floor.

Storage Bins

At the north end of the room the upright slab wall partitions off
the corners of the room, forming a storage bin in each corner. Both bins
are triangular in outline and their floors are level with the floor of
the rest of the room. Corncobs, kernels, and ceramic fragments were
recovered from both bins; a mano was found on the bottom of the northwest
bin (Point Location 7, Figure 7.8).

Floor Artifarts

Seven artifacts (Table 7.1) were recovered in situ from the floor of

Room 1, including the mano recovered from the floor of the northwest

-34-
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Figure 7.1

:t1le House (Site 5MT2191), Room 1, view
v1 central hearth. The feature has been
sectioned to reveal the nature of
cultural and post-occupational deposits.
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Figure 7.1

ittle House (Site 5MT2191), Room 2,
view from north.
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Figure 7.1

:1e House (Site 5MT2191),
xoum 2, plan view.
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Floor

The floor of Room 2 is approximately level with the prehistoric
ground surface. It consists of fairly hard-packed, but otherwise
unprepared, native soil.

Floor artifacts

A metate fragment was recovered from the southwest corner of the
room and a mano was found at floor level just outside the north wall of
Room 2 (Figure 7.13).

Features

No floor or wall features were discovered in Room 2.

Roof
y remains of a roofing structure for Room 2 were found during
excavation.
Roem 3
Dimensions:

Ler~+h (East-west diameter): f
Wiawn (North-south diameter):

Floor area:

Total roofed area:

Depth of structure (modern ground
surface to floor):

Room 3 is the northeasternmost unit in the roomblock at Little
House. The room is basically square in outline and is similar in

construction techniques to Room 2. This structure probably functioned

primarily as a storage facility (Figure 7.14).
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Figure 7.1

.ittle House (Site 5MT2191),
Koom 3, plan view.
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~=rind and <pan of ocrunation

Room 3 is believed to have had the same occupational history as the
other units in the roomblock and as Little House in general. The room

was used on a seasonal basis for-a brief period during the ninth century

Shape

Original shape of this room is not certain since the east and south
walls are virtually nonexistent, but it was probably square like the
other three rooms.
Orientation

The main {northwest-southeast) axis of the room is 33 degrees west
of magnetic north.
Walle

The west wall remnant, shared by Rooms 3 and 4, consists of crude
coursed masonry formed by unshaped s¢ .one fragments laid a single
course high. The north wall remnant consists of a single row of
unshaped, upright sandstone slabs. The south wall remnant is defined by
three unshaped sandstone fragments at the southwest corner of the room
and two unshaped sandstone fragments at the southeast corner of the room.
A single stone is all that remains of the east wall. All walls are a
single stone thick. It is inferred that these architectural remnants
represent the bases of more substantial structures which have not
withstood erosional forces. Because of the scarcity of stone building
materials in the fi1l, it is assumed that the upper portions of the walls
were constructed of adobe or jacal. The original height of these wa]is

could not be reconstructed.
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Figure 7.1!

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), Room 4,
plan view.
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Figure 7.1

'ttle House (Site 5MT2191), plan of
surface 2, Occupation/Activity Area 1.
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Figure 7.18:

Little House (Site 5MT2191), plan view
of Surface 3, Occupation/Activity Area
1.
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Figure 7.19:

Little House (Site 5MT2191),
Occupation/Activity Area 1, Surface 2,
view from north.
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Malls

The south wall of Room 2 and the west wall of Room 1 define the
north and east limits of this unit. Descriptions of these walls are
included in the individual discussions of these units.

Floor

Three occupation surfaces were identified in Occupation/
Activity Area 1, each separated by 3-5 cm of fill. Surface 3 was the
most recent and therefore in the best condition, with definite limits.
Suri 2 covered nearly the same area as Surface 3 but was not as well
defined. The first occupation surface was patchy and difficult to
define; only small portions of it could be found near the walls of Room 1
and Room 2. All three surfaces were of unprepared use-compacted soil
which was a mixture of native soil and cultural debris.

Storage Bin

Dimensions:
Length (East-west): 100 cm
Width (North-south): 80 cm
Depth (top of rock wall to bottom
of bin): 20 cm

In the northeast corner of the occupation/activity area is a small
storage bin (Figure 7.18). Triangular in shape, two of its sides are
formed by the walls of Room 1 and Room 2; the third side consists of a
single course of unshaped sandstone fragments. Gray adobe lined portions
of the bottom of the bin and the same material was used as mortar between
the rocks of the southwest side of the feature. Several ground stone
artifacts were found in the fill of this feature, including three manos.
This bin was probably constructed at the same time as the earliest
occupation surface (Surface 1), but utilized throughout the occupation of
the site.
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Figure 7.2

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), plan view
ot Occupation/Activity Area 2.
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these are described below. The occupation/activity area was not bounded,
nor was a prepared use-compacted surface in evidence. The limits of the
area have been arbitrarily defined by estimating the extent of intensive
ar |vity around the cluster of features. Based on the nature of the
features and the associated artifactual assemblage, it is inferred that

Occupation/Activity Area 2 served as a locus for processing :getal

resources.
Refuse pit
[ iions:
North-south diameter: 2.70 m
East-west diameter: 3.60 m
Depth:
Located just south of the d the storage cist in

Occupation/Activity Area 2 is a 1vuygimiy vval pit. Cut into nativevsoi1,
the pit is unlined, with steep sloping sides and an uneven bottom. The
east and west portions of the pit are deeper than the center, almost like
small pits themse]ves.‘ The fill throughout the feature was dark gray,
charcoal-stained soil which contained an abundance of pottery sherds;
charred vegetal remains, including yucca, corn and beans; ground and
flaked stone tools, including projectile points; and nonhuman bone.

These remains are interpreted to indicate that this feature served as a
refuse pit.

Storage cis

Dimensions:
North-south diameter: 94 cm (at bottom)
East-west diameter: 94 cm (at bottom)
Depth: 55 cm

Located approximately 10 cm northeast of the trash pit is another
small cist, or pit (Figure 7.21). This pit is roughly oval at the top
-68-









aiu III‘I’IIIII -y A 0 B N N l'l' - e

and circular at the bottom. Cut into native soil, it has unlined,
nearly vertical sides and a flat bottom lined with sandstone slabs. The
fi1l of this feature was charcoi tained and fairly compact; it
contained ceramic sherds, flakes, and charred plant materials. The
character of the fill indicates deliberate cultural deposition;
therefore, it is assumed that this feature was ultimately used as a trash
depository. However, the stone-lined bottom and carefully carved sides
indicate that its original purpose was probably for something other than
trash. The stone 1ining would have prevented rodent burrowing, and
plaster on the sides would have similarly limited rodent activity
(although there is no evidence of plaster). Therefore it is postulated

“"eature was originally constructed as a storage facility.

Dimensions:
North-south diameter 50 cm
Fast-west diameter 70 cm
Depth: 10 cm

“ent to the north edge of the refuse pit is a stone-lined

(Figure 7.22). Roughly oval, this feature consists of seven
unshaped s;ndstone fragments and one pecked piece of sandstone. These
stones, charcoal-stained and burned, are not in a basin or pit but are
lying on sterile soil. Between the stones was a dark charcoal-stained
soil containing a few sherds and charred twigs. An archaeomagnetic

sample (Sample was obtained from this feature (Appendix 2).
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Figure 7.2 ittle House (Site 5MT2191),
cmmumation [Activity Area 2, view of
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‘Other Featurec
Several small ancillary features were discovered and excavated at
Little House. These could not be associated with any inferred activity
loci at the site and are therefore discussed separately. It is likely
that these features were associated with supplemental activity although

~"*ural origin might be questioned.

1tely 6 m south of Occupation/Activity Area 2 is an

iso’ igure 7.3). Roughly oval-shaped, this feature con-
sists of a shallow basin with a large unshaped sandstone slab lining the
bottom. Its dimensions are 65 cm east-west, and 40 cm north-south, with
a depth of 6 cm. In the basin were 5-6 cm of very dark charcoal-stained
soil devoid of artifacts. This feature is located 35 cm below present
ground surface and does not appear to be associated with any other fea-
tures. Its cultural affiliation with the rest of the site is unclear.
Pits

Located 6.2 m south of the roomblock are two irregular pits filled
with charcoal-stained soil (Figure 7.3). Pit 1, the westernmost pit,
contained burned sandstone fragments and charred sagebrush; no artifacts
were associated with this feature. The pit is unlined, has steep sides
and tapers to a width of 20 cm at the bottom. The top diameter is 50 cm
north-south by 45 cm east-west; maximum depth is 40 cm. Pit 2 is a
shallow basin-shaped feature'containing charcoal-stained soil, a few
sherds and burned rocks. Cut into native soil and unlined, this pit has
a north-south diameter of 40 cm, an east-west diameter of 40 ¢ d a
depth of 8 cm. The purpose of both pits is unknown, and they wmay be of a
noncultural origin (e.g., rodent burrows).
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MATERIAL CULTURE

0f the various categories of portable artifacts recovered, only
preliminary analysis of nonhuman bone, 1ithic, and vegetal collections

are ete at this writing; a general description of ceramic types is

also available.

Nonh: n Bone

Sixty-seven nonhuman faunal specimens, representing six biological
orders, were recovered during the excavation of | ttle House. Totals and
proveniences are summarized in Table 7.6. Only three of the bones had
been worked - an awl, a weaving tool, and an unidentified tool (Figure
7.23). The relatively small size of the faunal assemblage at the site
permits few interpretations. Several of the species represented may have
been used for food by the prehistoric inhabitants, including cottontail
rabbit, mule deer, sage grouse, raven, and domesticated dog. Others,
sue as - : pocket gopher and Gunnison's prairie dog, may also be
ir ive.

Ceramics

The ceramic assemblage represented in the artifact collection

includes iree wares and five temporally diagnostic types. These are as

follows:

Gray Ware: Chapin Gray, Moccasin Gray, and numerous gray ware body
sherds (Early Pueblo Gray).

White Ware: Chapin Black-on-white, Piedra Black-on-white, and numerous
white ware body sherds (Early Pueblo White).

Red Ware: Bluff Black-on-red and numerous red ware body sherds
(Early Pueblo Red).
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Figure 7.2

e House (Site 5MT2191), selected
vegetal material a) Phaseolus
cotyledons, b) Y ___a fruit and seeds, c)
Curcubita seed, d) Zea cob fragments,
e)Zea ker s f) Artemisa/ Chenopodium
wood, ana g) Pinus and PopuTus wood.
(Dashed white Tine is scaie in
centimeters.)
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Figure 7.2

:t1e House, (Site 5MT2191) flaked
i1thic tools. Left: core from fill of
refuse pit, Occupation/Activity Area 2.
Right: core from upper fill, Room 3.
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Figure 7.2

ttle House, (Site 5MT2191), flaked

11th . Left: scraper from
mode ce, 2 m south of roomblock
area. _ :: uniface from fill of

refuse pit, Occupation/Activity Area
2.
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Figure 7.2 tle House (Site 5MT2191), flaked lithic tools.
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Figure 7.2

Little House (" 'e 5MT2191), flaked
1ithic tool: ¢ per from plow zone
stratum, 2 m svucheast of roomblock
area.
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Figure 7.2

House (Site 5MT2191), flaked lithic too
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Figure 7.2

tle House (Site 5MT219'' flaked
.. _hic tools. Left, cent ad right:
uni fac |1 from upper f..., Room 3.
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Figure 7.2 e House (Site 5MT2191), flaked lithic tools.



Figure 7.3

tle House (Site 5MT2191), flaked
,.hic tool: utilized flake from plow
zone stratum just east of roomblock.
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Figure 7.3

ttle Hou  "3ite 5MT2191), flaked
nithic too perforator from plow zone
stratum in >t square ca. 16 m
southeast of roombiock.
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Figure 7.3

1e House (Site 5MT2191), flaked
...1ic tools: bifaces. Left: from
plow zone in test squares 4 m south of
Occupation/Activity Area 2. Center:
from plow zone stratum, 2 m south of
roomblock area. Right: from modern
ground surface 3 m south of roomblock.
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'e House (Site 5MT2191)

, flaked lithic tools.



vi1chic tool: core from northeast
quadrant, floor of Rc-— * ‘Floor
Artifact 2, see Figu
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l Figure 7.3: ‘tle House (Site 5MT2191), flaked
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e House (Site 5MT2191), flaked lithic too
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Figure 7.3

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), flaked
..thic tools: utilized cores. Left:
from plow zone stratum in test square
about 2 m south of Occupation/Activity
Area 2. Right: from upper fill, Room
3. '
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Figure 7.3¢

le House (Site 5MT2191), flaked lithic tools.
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Figure 7.3

tle House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked
v ohic tool: unworked hammerstone from
plow zone stratum above storage cist in
Occupation/Activity Area 2.
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'e House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked lithic too






Figure 7.1

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), Room 4,
view from north.
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Walls

The existing walls are of crude coursed masonry incorporating
unshaped sandstone fragments. The west wall, a common wall with Room 2,
is two courses high. The other two walls are a single course high and
all waf]s are one stone thick. Two postholes near the northern limit of
the room may be all that remain of the fourth wall which was possibly
constructed of wattle and daub.
Foor

The f1 r of this structure consisted of unprepared use-compacted
native soil. This surface is approximately at the same level as the
aboriginal gr¢ 1d surface.

Intrusive Hearth

In the fil1l of Room 4, 10 cm above the floor, was an intrusive
hearth. Nearly circular, with vertical walls and a shallow basin-shaped
bottom, this feature was unlined and showed no sign of fir eddening or
fir irdening. Around the northeast edge of the feature were two
fra_ 1ts of sandstone and a mano fragment. Recovered from the fill of
the hearth were fragments of charred corncobs, corn kernels, and a bean.
Due to its location in the fill of the room, this feature probably
represents a temporary post-main-occupation use of the complex.

Floor artifacts

Two artifacts, both mano fragments, were recovered in situ from the
floor of the room (Table 7.3). One was located in the northeast

quadrant, the other in the southeast quadrant (Figure 7.15).
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Two small postholes, each about 20 in diameter, are
located near the northwest 1limit of the room and might have originally

supported poles for a roof or a wattle-and-daub wall (Figure 7.15).

0ccupatioha1/Activity Area 1

Dimensions:
Surface 1:
Length (East-west): ca. 1m
Width (North-south): ca. 2m
Area: ca. 2sqm
Depth (modern ground surface
to Surface 1): ca
Surface 2:
Length (East-west): ca. 3.40 m
Width (North-south): ca. 3.05m
Area: ca. 10.4 sam
Depth (modern ground surface
to Surface 2): ca.
Surface 3:
Length (East-west): 2.0m
Width (North-south): 3.06m
Area: 5.8 sqm
Depth (modern ground surface
to Surface 3): ca.

Occupation/Activity Area 1 is located adjacent to Room 1 on the west
side. The west wall of Room 1 and the south wall of Room 2 served to
enclose the north and east sides of the occupation area. The other two
sides are open, but are well defined by the limits of hard-packed
surfaces. This unit probably functioned as a locus of processing and
maintenance activities for the site (Figures 7.17, 7.18, and 7.19).
Orientatinn

The main axis (northwest-southeast) of the occupation/

activity area is 26 degrees west of north.
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Figure 7.3

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked
11thic tools: manos, both from upper
fill, Room 1.
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Figure 7.3( :le House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked lithic tools.
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Figure 7.3

:t1e House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked
vvchic tool: mano from plow zone stratum
in test square about 2 m south of
Occupation/Activity Area 2.
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Figure 7.3

ttle House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked
..thic tools: manos. Left: from plow
zone stratum in test square 2 m southeast
of roomblock area. Right: from fill of
refuse pit, Occupation/Activity Area 2.

-110-






—
|
|
|

Figure 7.3 e House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked
1 tool:  slab metate from upper
f m 1.
| i -112-
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Figure 7.3¢

e House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked lithic too



Figure 7.4 le House (Site 5MT2191), nonflaked
1ithic tool: trough metate from Surface
1, Room 1 (white line equals 10 cm).
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There was no substantial architectural remodeling at the site; the
various surfaces within Occupation/Activity Area 1 probably represent
relatively short periods of use, and there is no apparent change in the
material culture. Thus only one element is represented at Little House.
The --" 4-~*-hle arc magnetic sample obtained from this site came
from the in Occupation/Activity Area 2 and vielded a date of
1130 + 60 years (Appendix 2). This may suggest th st use of this
outlying area was not associated with the occupation of the main

structure at the site.

Adaptation and Economic Activities

Little House represents a seasonal locus probably used by a
household or subhousehold group which resided permanently at a nearby
village. Local McPhee Phase communities are assumed to have practiced a
Formative Stage pattern of subsistence and adaptation; this involved
primary reliance on cultivation of vegetable foodstuffs combined with a
Tesser emphdsis on raising of domestic animals (the dog and turkey) and
hunting and gathering of nondomesticated food items. Little Hou s
believed to have served as a field house, or agricultural station in the
local community cluster; that is, a location where a household or
subhousehold group residing permanently at a nearby village centered its
activities during the growing season. Thus the site is viewed as a vital
component in the local Formative settlement-subsistence system, a locus
closely linked to primary subsistence (agricultural) activities. The
vegetal remains recovered from the site include the common Anasazi
cultigens, corn, beans and squash, and also wild resources, specifically
yucca fruits ar* “-=*-~- berries. Sagebrush was apparently used as fuel

in many of the
1n many ~118-
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A consideration of the total faunal collection suggests that several
animal species were used at the site and perhaps col’ :ted in the
vicinity. These include cottontail rabbit (although remains of this
species may be due to postabandonment burrow intrusions into site
strata), dog (perhaps representing a domestic individual kept at the
site), sage grouse, and raven.

A number of economic and domestic activities can be inferred to have
been performed at the site, based on architectural and artifactual
analysis, provenience information, and associations. To describe these
activities, the site has been divided into three "use areas" (areas which
apparently served as loci for broadly similar activities). Individual
activities are described below according to the defined use areas.

Use Area 1

The area is seen as a center for domestic maintenance, tool storage
and secondary processing activities; spatially, it includes Room 1 and
Occupation/Activity Area 1. Room 1 is thought to be a living room
because of the hearth and because the surfaces and walls are more
substantial than those of Rooms 2-4. Domestic activities such as

sleeping, cooki 1 eating are inferred to have been centered in Room

Secondary processing (milling) of seeds and grains was apparently

also centered in Room 1, as more than one-half of the total of metate and
metate fragments recovered from the site were from proveniences in Room
1. These included one specimen apparently left by the prehistoric
inhabitants propped against the front (south) wall. Several flaked
lithic tools, a core, and a slab metate found in situ on the floor of
Room 1, may represent maintenance of the tools used in everyday
activities at the site and perhaps nonintensive manufacture of needed
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" tools as well. The bins located in the northwest and northeast corners

of the room are believed to have functioned as storage areas for tools; a
mano was recovered in situ from the northwest bin.

Occupation/Activity Area 1, adjacent to Room 1 on the west side, is
inferred to have functioned as an adjunct to Room 1. Evidence that some
processing, probably of foodstuffs, was being performed in the area is
provided by the recovery of a maize cob and kernels and five manos (from
internal collecting proveniences). The assemblage of bone tools {(an awl,
a weaving tool, and one indeterminant specimen, Figure 7.23) may indicate
that repair of clothing, netting, or other workable material was
performed in Occupation/Activity Area 1. The bin and pits in the area
probably represent storage facilities; three manos were recovered from
the bin in the northeast corner.

Use Area 2

The three smaller back rooms of the houseblock make up Use Area 2.
This complex of.structures provided storage of foodstuffs prior to and
subsequent to mealing, parchi id other processing activities. The
small size of these rooms in comparison to Room 1 and their lack of
hearths, tools, and other utilitarian items, lead to this functional
assessment.

Use Area 3

Use Area 3 is composed of the storage cist, 1d refuse pit
in Occupation/Activity Area 2. Complementary activities of processing,
storage, and discard may have been performed in this portion of the site.
Based on the provenience and type of vegetal remains recovered from this
area, it is projected that the hearth was used for the parching, boiling,
or other heat treatment of these foods which were then stored in bulk in
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Figure 7.4 tle House (Site 5MT2191), Mndel of
Vegetal Material Flow.
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Once the grains and seeds were processed they were returned to Use
Area 2 for temporary storage until they could be transported b k to the
permanent habitation.

Although there is little supportive material evidence it is
1ikely that Little House was also used during the planting and
maintenence stages of the agricultural season. Whether the site was
visited off and on during the season or whether certain individuals
remained at Little House for the duration of the growing cycle is not
clear, but certainly the site would have been used by those individuals
involved in activities such as planting, cultivating, and weeding the

nearby crops.

Paleodemography

It is hypothesized that Little House was seasonally inhabited by
members of a household unit belonging to either the McPhee or Crestview
Village Community. Both Birkedal [11] and Flannery [12:23] indicate that
households during the American Formative stage consisted of the nuclear
family. This social unit can be described as the parent pair, their
children and perhaps a few close relatives; thus the unit could vary
between two to three individuals at the minimum and eight to ten
individuals maximum, or an average of five to six persons.

However, it is not known if the entire household group would have
used the seasonally occupied field house. Using Narroll's [13] estimate
of population size based on available habitation area, it is estimated
that Room 1, which has a total floor area of 8.51 sq m, could only be
comfortably occupied by one person. However, this does not allow for
the possible use of the storage rooms as sleeping areas when they were
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empty, i.e., during the planting season, nor does it allow for the fact
that Little House was « :upic during that part of the year that is
favorable toward outside sleeping, cooking and eating areas. Therefore a
roofed structure such as Room 1 would not always be necessary for
domestic purposes, and perhaps the entire household unit could occupy the
field house whenever it was in use. On the other hand it may be that
only certain members of the household unit visited and carried out the
activities at the field house, in which case the available roofed 1iving

space would have been adequate.

Social Activites

It can reasonably be assumed from artifactual and architectural
remains that activities at Little House were primarily focused on storage
and processing, and on any social functions directly related to these
operations. Activity sets performed by the household unit at the site
include domestic types and processing of the harves collected
wild plants. Other extr te activities were also probaoiy performed by
this unit, some of which may have necessitated intergroup cooper tion
(clearing, tillir id the actual harvest process), and others that did
not (hunting and collecting, weeding, and discouragement of predators and
pests). In short, the site played a significant, specialized role in the
food production chain. There is no perceptible evidence to indicate that
any religious or ceremonial activites occurred at the site; corn pollen
could be present due to sprinkling prior to planting (a perfunctory

ceremonial activity) or to accidental deposition during harvest.
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No inferences pertaining to status, to political organization, or to
the presence of extra household social groups can be made based on

available data.

Trade

Although there are no articles in the cultural inventory that would
indicate that the temporary occupants of Little House were involved in a
trading system with cultural groups outside of the local community, this
does not mean that such trading did not occur. Tradeware items would
probably have had a certain amount of value and would be left at the
permanent habitation rather than transported to the field house.
However, Pillis [14] has indicated that such is not the case at Sinagua

field houses where trade items do occur, but in smaller quantities than

would normally be found at permanent habitations.
The extent of trade and mutual cooperation between the inhabitants
of Little House and others of the community cannot be estimated based on

the evit 1ce available at Litt] House.

Cultural Process

Based on the amount of material remains and on the lack of major
remodeling episodes, it is believed that Little House was occupied on a
seasonal basis for no more than 25-30 years. It would be expected that
during this short time period there would not be any significant internal
cultural change, and this expectation is realized in the material remains
at the site. Clearly only a singe element is represented at the site and

the tools and ceramics and other material culture remain homogeneous in

style and function.

-126-
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On a broader scale, Lit 2 House documents the change from dispersed
hamlets (Sagehen Phase) to centralized villages in cooperative peripheral
field houses, reflecting not only a change in the settiement pattern,

but also a change in social structure.
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SUMMARY

In summary, it can be concluded that Site 5MT2191 was a field house
used during the agricultural growing and harvest season by members of a
local community. Little House was used as a seasonal structure for a
brief period and then it fell into disuse for unknown reasons. Perhaps
the soils in the site vicinity had become depleted with continual use and
new field locations were necessary. Future excavations in the Sagehen
Flats Locality will help to further elucidate the role of the field house

for prehistoric inhabitants 1iving in centralized ¢ munities during the

McPhee Phase.
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APPENDIX 1

POLLEN REPORT FOR SITE 5MT2191
by

Linda Scott
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Erinqonum, Graminae, Polygor'm saw=*~hensic, and Sphaeralcea. 723 was the

only cultigen noted in the pollen record. Most of these samples appear to
be composed primarily of ambient pollen, with very little evidence -*
economic pollen. Cleome polTen was noted in Room 1, the isolated

and the bottom of a stone-lined storage cist in Occupation/Activity Area
2. This pollen evidence suggests that Cleome was probably ct¢ :ed and
stored at this site. Cleome leaves could have been boiled down into a
paste, then made into cakes, and allowed to dry (Robbins et al. [16])
before being stored ©~- ®+*ure use. Zea pollen was also noted in Room 2
and in the isolated sample. If this site was a seasonal field
house (Kane [17]), the Zea pollen indicates the possible field preparation

and storage of corn as it was brought in from the fields.
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APPENDIX 2

Archaeomagnetic Results, Site 5MT2191

by
J. Holly Hathaway and Jeffery Eighmy
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NTRODUCTION

Archaeomagnetic dating is a relatively recent chronometric method
which has important implications for the archaeologist. Utili on of
this method will not only refine estimates of ancient chronology, but
will enable archaeo1ogfsts to assign dates in the abse e of other dating

'thods (e.g., dendrochronology or C-14). Care should be taken, however,
in reporting results because, in a young science, methodology needs
thorough discussion. Archaeomagnetic methods are continually being
refined in an attempt to increase the variety of datable features, to
tighten temporal control, and to further understand the nature of

magnetic change. For a more complete discussion of laboratory and field

methods see Hathaway and Eighmy [18].
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Figure 7.4

e House (Site 5MT2191), archaeo-
magnetic specimen plots, Sample 1.

-139-



HE BN BN B BN B B L. Es

SMT2I9I

ARCHAEOMAGNETIC SPECIMEN PLOTS

SAMPLE |
INCLINATION
85°9—
X%
759 —
X9
XI2 X7 <6
- 65°—] x4 ©
x 1
%3
XI10 B
3350 345° 3559 .. 5° 15°
o° DECLINATION

Oindicates the mean direct®~- »f the sample as determined

from Specimens 3, 4, 6, 7, id 12. A1l other specimens
fall outside two>standard di :ions of the mean value and
were defined as outliers. Specimens 1, id 8 fall outside

the plotting surface.

Figure 7.4 tle House (Site 5MT2191), archaeomagnetic specimen ﬁlqts,
ple 1. ' '
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The demagnetized and cleaned results of Sample 1 were then plotted
on the Southwest master curve (Figure 7.43). The sample appears to fall
near th 1130 segment of the curve with a relatively large error
range (+ 60 years). Little scatter produces smaller error ranges. When

plotted, this error has an oval distribution with a short axis (EP) wt :h

~runs along the great circle between the collecting site and the

paleopole. The long axis is perpendicular to the short axis; both are
centered on the paleopole. This range represents the area within which

the true pc 2 is likely to fall 95 percent of the time.
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Figure 7.4

ittle House (Site 5MT2191), South-
w2st master curve.

-142-






APPENDIX 3

Ceramic Appendix

by

William Lucius and Eric Blinman
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Figure 7.4
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Table 7.1i le House {Site 5MT2191), Ceramic a-
trom Selected Proveniences (Page 2 of 3
SURFATE STRUCTURES
Occupation/Activity
Room 1  Rooms 2,3,4 Area 1
fill fill Surface 1 Surface 2 Surface
% (N=87) % (N=57) % (N=5) % (N=54) % (N=15)

MESA VERDE GRAY -

Chapin Gray

Moccasin Gray 10 11 7

Early Pueblo 6 14

85 67 80 85 93

MESA YERDE WHITH

Chapin B/W 1

Piedra B/W 1

Early Pueblo 7 4 20
MESA YERDE RED

Bluff B/W

Early Pueblo 5 4

Late Pueblo
INDETERMINATE

Gray Ware

White Ware
Total
VESSEL FORMS

Bowl 8 9 20 4

Jar 92 91 80 96 100

Other
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vabie 7.12

:tle House (Site 5MT2191), Ceramic Dat
from Selected Proveniences (Page 3 of 3)

SURFACE STRUCTURES

Occupation/Activity Other Total
Area 2 Excav. Site
% (N=634) # T # %
MESA VERDE GRAY
Chapin Gray
Moccasin Gray 2 32 3 59 3
Early Pueblo 13 5 6 157 8
61 . 731 73 1336 70
MESA VERDE WHITE
Chapin B/W <1 12 1 15 1
Piedra B/W : 10 1 14 1
Early Pt »lo 12 93 9 181 9
MESA VE! RED
Bluff B/W 6 1 6 <1
Early Pueblo 5 1 88 5
Late Pueblo 50 5 50 3
INDETERMINATE
Gray Mare 2 <1 2 <1
White Ware 1 <1 1 <1
Total 1001 1909
VESSEL FORMS
Bowl 20 102 10 251 13
Jar 80 896 90 1655 87
Other 3 «1 3 <1
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APPENDIX 4

Data and Summary Statments,
Lithic Remains from Site 5MT2191

by
Thomas H. Hruby
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The data presented in Tables 7.13, 7.14, and 7.15 represent part of
the 1ithic reductive-technology analysis completed for Site 5MT2191. From
a 12-attribute Flaked Lithic Tool (FLT) analysis syst. , 4 attributes were
selected to illustrate general technological, functional, and raw-material
variablity. A traditional morphological-use classification, a ranked
estimation of production technology input for dorsal and ventral surfaces,
and a grain-size evaluation are included. Six variables are included from
the Fiaked Lithic Debitage (FLD) analysis system: grain-size ranking,
classification of items with cortex, items which retain a striking
platform, obsidian items, mean weight, and total number of debitage items.
The Nonflaked Lithic Tool (NFLT) analysis system is represented by 4
variables: traditional morphological-use item classification, production-
input evaluation, indication of item completeness, and raw-material
grain-size evaluation. The complete 1ithic-analysis systems are described
elsewhere in D.A.P. publications (Phagan [24]).

During 1980 the D.A.P. lithic-laboratory personnel have repeatedly
reviewed the utility and reliability of the lithic-analysis systems. 1In
this review, a number of analysis variables have been modified,
particularly the item morphological-use variables on both the FLT and NFLT
systems. Analytical perspectives change as information accumulates and as
models of tool production and use improve. In order to minimize the
effects of this analytical modification on interpretation, the observed
values of these variables have been regrouped into larger categori
within which analytic consistency is reliable.

In addition to the individual site data and for comparative purposes,
the tables include data for both a grouping of temporally and functionally
similiar D.A.P. sites, as well as percentage data for all D.A.P. Anasazi
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