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INTRODUCTION

This report summarizes the first two seasons of investigation by the
DAP (Dolores Archaeological Program) at Grass Mesa Village (Site 5MT23)
lTocated in southwestern Colorado. Because two more seasons of excavation
are required to fulfill research objectives at the site, this is a
progress report. During the 1979 and 1980 seasons, the gridding and
surface collection operations were completed, as was the probability
sampling program in Areas 1, 3, 4, 5, and 7. In addition, substantial
additional excavations were undertaken in Areas 3, 4, and 5.

Grass Mesa Village is unique in the DAP area. Although it is not the
largest of the several Pueblo I villages known in the Escalante Sector,
the density and frequent superpositioning of structures at the site and
the amount of cultural material on the surface suggest that tpe,popu]ation
density was greater at Grass Mesa Village than elsewhere in ;Le.sector
during much of the McPhee Phase. The site is the farthest downstream of
the McPhee Phase villages investigated to date in the Dolores River
valley. Of these villages, Grass Mesa is the only one that has severely
limited space and potential defensive advantages. An unusual and still
not fully understood feature, tentatively called a yreat kiva, is located
at the site; this type of structure appears to have been unique in the
sector during the first half of the ninth century A.D. In addition to the
large pithouses typical of theﬁmid—A.D. 800‘s, smaller, later pit-
structures, often lacking typical architectural features, appear to have
functioned as domiciles as well., The arrangement of these structures
ranges from the formal Pueblo I plan to a more haphazard intermingling of

pitstructures, surface structures, and trash in some areas of the site.
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